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FOREWARD 


AgncuUtire the most vital industry of India needs serious attention 
on the part of Government -which claims to be sincerely interested in the 
betterment of village people Village India till quite recent times was 
somewhat m a state of disorganization and disintegration due to -widespread 
poverty and chronic ignorance By and large village community remained 
isolated from and untouched by new scientific discoveries and technologies 
and as a result their behaviour patterns and practices were never modernized 
It was this state of affairs which -was sought to be remedied by the Community 
Development Programme In a sense the problems handled by the Programme 
may be regarded as being chiefly of a social and psychological nature (of 
inducing a sort of culture change) rather than of material nature The 
depressed villager has been traditionally fatalistic and intensely passive and 
dependent We have to shift our emphasis to peoples receiving new ideas 
new ways of hfe Greater investment in man is called for Do people have 
the necessary psychological capital of initiative and energy ? In the las^ 
analysis man is the most cntical factor in any developmental effort and 
Prof Bhagwatwar decided to approach C D P work with some psychological 
yard stacks 

With standardized questionnaires Prof Bhagwatwar probed the mouva 
tional structure and personality integrations of the different types of villagers 
in hte saropk Attitudes towards life in general education, health and 
sanitation, self reliance, family planning caste system, religion, village and 
Govt leadership-wide ranging objects in the world of Community Development 
were mediculously studied Of course the bare quantitative data had to be 
supplemented by perceptive observations and sensitive interpretations of the 
trained social scientist m him in the form of what he calls thumb nail sketches 
of his respondents In the succeeding pages of this fascinating litile book* 
interested reader will find some new and revealing light on the nature of 
entrenched traditaonal leadership interlocking factional and caste tensions 
in the Villages, the impact (or absence of it) of family lanitation movement on 
the rural population provided he is willing to listen to the other side of the 
story**- other than the special pleading by development officer In fairne^ it 
must also be said that the author is willing to give credit where it is due He 
IS quite appreciative of some of the commendable fruits borne by C D P like 
breaking up of old stagnation— social, economic, psychological— trying to 
make modern men and women who will dare to change over to mwe 
productive though unaccustomed techniques. 

The author— Prof P A Bhagwatwar is a Senior Profesair of Psychology 
and he must be freely congratulated on his rare [psychological venture m 
the realm of rural studies. I wish him e-yery success 


Prof V K. Kothuriuu- 



ACENOWLEDGEMEITT 


In the preparation of this Thesis a aumber of individuals have helped 
me in different capacities Howev^ much one may try to express ones 
gratitude it is impossible to encompass the extent and intensity of the help 
received 

Teachers stand a class by themselves as th^ contribution la shaping 
students’ ideas is signiftcaatly great It is this sense of gratitude towards the 
unparallel role played by a teacher m student's life that prompts me to express 
my deep feelings of indebtedness towards Prof V K Kothurkar, Head of 
the Department of Experimental Psychology University of Poona of whom 
I myself consider to be one of the fortunate students It is he who should be 
given the credit of giving an important place among the Eocta! Sciences to 
Psychology in India with his inexhaustible energy and versitdity He not 
only initiated met with his breadth of vision, into the field of rural social 
change but also ignited my interest to explore the field of Community Develop- 
ment la formulating and organizing my ideas the contribution of Ins 
suggestions and comments was highly significant I singularly, however, 
should be held responsible for the drawbacks and lacunae which one may 
encounter 

Smce the beginning of my work for Ph D to the final declaration of 
result I got all necessary cooperation from the University of Poona Without 
the considerate treatment of the university authorities it would have become 
extremely difficult for me to concentrate on my research problem I was saved 
of various psychological tensions because of the administrative efficiency 
of the examination department I must thank all authorities of the University 
of Poona who comributed towards my success, directly or indirectly 

Financial limrtation sometimes makes it difficult to publish the book 
and as a r^ult the problem like the one which I dealt with in this project, 
the one which is a matter of public interest remains restricted to a select few 
But my financial problem was solved partly at least, by the Indian Council 
of ScNCial Science Research by giving me the Grant in aid for the publication 
of this book The guidance which I received from the consultant of I C S S R 
was extremdy valuable I sincerely acknowledge the aid and guidance 
I received from the Indian Council of Social Science Research Last, but 
not the least, the words of gratitude are due to the villageisi both from Mulahx 
and Puraadhar taluka without whose co operation the survey could not have 
matenahsed The B D O Staff at Poudr-the Taluka Head-Quarter of MulShi" 
and Saswad-the Taluka Head-Quarter of Purandhar-too deserve a word of 
i3ianks due to whom my visits to diftea'ent villages could become convenient 
and en|oyable 


F A, BhafWtttnmr 







CONTENTS 


Chapter 

I 


Prologue 

1-S 

Chapter 

II 


The Design of the Survey and the 
Method of Enquiry 

6-22 

Chapter 

III 

- 

Perception of Iirprovement 

23-32 

Chapter 

IV 

- 

Motivation 

33-48 

Chapter 

V 

mm 

Style of Life 

49-65 

Chapter 

VI 

- 

Community Mindedness 

66-86 

Chapter 

VII 

w* 

Attitude towards Education 

87-106 

Chapter VIII 

- 

Social Attitudes 

107-123 

Chapter 

IX 


Influence of Community 

Development Programme on 
Communication 

129-140 

Chapter 

X 

- 

Epilogue 

141-146 




i 


t 

r 



k 







CHAPTER I 


PROLOGUE 


The Community Development Programm6(CDP) was 
conceived and launched m India on Octobers, 1962, 
for the exphcite purpose of improving the decadent 
condition of the rurai people which constituted the 
major and ‘agmficant development potential in India 
Since the time of British rule the village <ommumtywas almost completely 
Ignored Even now there are some m the villages who firmly believe that they 
were quite happy under the foreign rule India had been bypassed fay ages of 
evolution during which a part of the world, has made galloping advances in 
various fields, but some of the Indians are still groping in the traditional dark 

After independence we cannot afford to have the same feelings 
towards the rural community That would be doing injustice to a population 
of the country which constitutes the majority that would mean independence 
at the superfu al level This decadent condit on of the rural community made 
our national leaders trunk of an integrated CDP and Five Year Plans to 
bring about a speedy developn’ent of those who could not keep pace with the 
time In order to understand what Indn planned to do it is necessary to 
consider it in its proper context Carl Taylor Douglas Ensminger, Helen 
W Johnson and Jean Joyce, m * India’s Roo*s of Democracy have given 
the most obvious situations which led to the inception of CDP as widespread 
poverty, higher rate of illiteracy, i^dwtst agricultural production yields, over 
wheimisgly rural population, decadent viUage mdustrv and meagre urban 
industry, more psychological orientation to suivival than to hope and expecta 
tions intense caste discriminations coupled with diversity of ethnic and 
cultural types and inadequate transport ition and communication system 

Vanous other countries have introduced CDP m order to bring about 
the development of villagers In India before the introduction of CDP vanous 
efforts were made to reach every faradi m the country side and secure the co- 
ordinated development of rural life as a whole, Vanous efforts, made by 
Gandhiji, or the experiments conducted bv Mr F L Brayne m Gurgaon 
District in the Punjab or even the Grow More Food Campaign launched by 
the Government of India, were aimed at the same objective It can be said 
that India was the first country to say that she v as going to use community 
development as an extension method, and the first to avow that her great 
mass of illiterate, poverty ridden vdlageis are a development resource 

It IS an undeniable fact that CDP has the same baac objectives and 
policies which govern our Five Year Plans As Gunnar Myrdal (1961) m the 
forewar d to Kusum Nair’s book * Blossoms in flae Dust ’ has points out, 
* Indian democratic planning aims at initiating a social process, within which 
the masses of people become increasingly motivated to strive for jmproymg 
their lot as mdividuals and, at the same time, for improving society by co- 
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oper,^tivfi endeavour The aims and ofa>ectivtsol CDP hive foetn rif^hUy 
pointed out !>y prof Durganand Smha m his Presidential Address at the 
Fifty third Indian Science Congress, Chandigarh, in I96& thus 

' The programme aims to generate m the villagers a ntw urge and 
an aspiration for a better living and a strong desire to improve their matertal 
conditions and to have a more constructive outlook to thtir future dv.vtlopmtnt 
It tries to inculcate participation by the people themsclvts la effortsm imp’‘o\ing 
their level of living -with as much reliance as possible on their own initiatht. 
The administration provides the technical and other services but it is expected 
that through initiative and selfhelf of the villagers and thiir co operative 
effort these services would be put to the most effective use in the all round 
development of the village India It is accepted by all that the state can only 
create favourable conditions and give direction to the nation’s growth But 
the mam stimulus for grovth has to come from the minds of people themselvfeb 
expressed la the form of a desire for better Jmog and a readiness to exert 
themselves through mdmduai and group effort to attain such a condition 
of living 

Spelt out in this manner the success of CDF is to be ganged not 
m terms of ' tangible results it may bring about m the physical aspects of the 
villages, but also to the extent jt has aroused enthusiasm m the villagers and 
generated in them a new motive force for individual improvement and an urge 
for better life of the community ' 

Psychological Objectives of The Community Development Programme 

The CDP can be said to be an attempt to introduce social change m 
the community Social change is usually thought to be a Sociological or 
Anthropological phenomenon but the understanding of the jirobkm of social 
change is incomplete if the psychological viewpoint is gnored One must not 
forget that the term Community is psychological m origin than anything disc 
It IS closely allied to 'communion and ‘comrounicatiou which is much more 
proximate to psychology than to sociology or anthropology Henceto assume that 
strictly socio-economic analysis, at the cost of the psychological environment m 
which the programme has to function will give adequate understanding of the 
development problem is to proceed m ignorance towards almost certain 
disillusionment and possibly outright disaster 

The specific objectives mentiond by Douglas Ensmmger are changing 
outlcwlc of village people, developing responsible leadership and i diage organs 
sations mtulcatmg attitude of self reliant e reorienbng agricultiir"il practices, 
village crafts and industries helping the village youths m bettering the socio- 
economic and educational status of themselves and of co villagers. 

The objectves stated above can be classified into two cat^ories 

1 I^ychological, and 

2 Physical or matenal These two are closely inter related, but the 
nature of their interdependence is still a matt^ of dispute Sometimes d iS 
stated that the attention should be concentrated on the attainment of phy^caJ 
targets and psychological change will follow But this assumptiott 15 some 
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what misleading as the evidence points to the fact that the conscious attention 
paid to the psychological change leads to the physical or matenal development 
It can be said vrith very little exaggeration that the essential motivation for 
changing the stagnant conditions has first of all to be created* the traditional 
attitude towards all walks of life has to be substituted by the modern attitude 
and an aspiration for a better type of life has to be i rented There must be 
psychological revolution - a revolution in outlook and thought - significant to 
eventuate a nse m the material levels of living These can be said to be the 
psychological objectives on which the entire superstructure of community 
development should rest 

The second important problem of CDP is to understand the factors that 
are resistant to change According to Sargent and Williamson the problem, for 
social scientists and for social roomers, is one of understanding resistance to 
change and especially for the latter one of knowing how to weaken that 
resistance Tht CDP is being continuously evaluated by an independent agency 
via , the Programme Evaluation Organization Though the mam objective of 
CDP IS to change the attitude of people towards life in general, very few and only 
qcioradic efforts appear to have been made to evaluate the change m attitudes 
If we succeed m changing the attitude structures of our villagers our village 
community will be transformed into a dynamic society which is now a stagnant 
society With no desire for change The villagers who are stagnant have to be 
transformed into change-prone individuals, for the speedy development is to a 
considerable cjctent the function of the frequency of change-prone individuals 
in the village peculation 

Various researches have contributed towards the politico socio-economic 
understanding of COP But there ib a great dearth of hterdture on the psycho- 
social dimenson The Psychologists in India have almost roropletely ignored 
the vast arena of behaviour covered bv the CDP It is necessary ' to draw up a 
programme by measure of the felt need The felt need, however is not often 
readily expressed It becomes necessary to probe into it deeply and sensitively 
behind glazed eyes, mute bps and listless movements The search-light has 
to be turned on to a domain of psychology which has been warped by many 
decades of helplessness and subhuman existence The task here js to present 
a vision which will stir even such a community to an effort towards its 
realization ‘ • 

la India a nation wide survey of CDP is being continuously conducted 
by Programme Evaluation Organization, the agency which is established for 
the same purpose From die psychological point of view the scope of the annual 
reports published by this organization leaves something to be desirecL The 
PEO has observed that material changes in the rural situation, have taken 
place but the CDP did not get any sizeable success in changing the psycholo 
gical dimension, le the attitudes of villagers have remained unchanged 
Bhri A p ^inde, Minister of State for Food and Agriculture said m the 
Lok Sabha on 21-3-67 drat it was wxMjg to say that the C D Blocks have 


> Sushit D%y ExtBuripn and Commwa ty dmtiopment J M. A Pendan Ed ) Run 
•xediiion at th* Xmcrnaduml Agckuluinl Centre. Wagenuiscn 9d9 f 7E 



( 4 ) 

' r.rir — 

had mcraaaed considerably. The rfcabon Is .ha ho„gh .h. 
achiwementsare not in proportion to the aspirational honzen, still they 
not disappointing 

A survey of CDP was conducted since 1964 and comi^eted very 
recently in the district of Allahabad, under the guidance of Prof Durganand 
Sinha, as a request of the authorities of the National Institute of Community 
Development, Government of India In this survey a projective techn^ue 
IS also used along with the questionnaire and interview schedule. This 
survey, having a psychological bent, attempts to study the psychological 
dimension, i e , the level of aspiration, motivation and attitudes of villagers 
in Community Development areas. Findings of this survey reveal that the 
CDP has helped to some extent in generating some urge for improvement in 
the minds of villagers and the same was associated with superior all round 
rural development of the villages concerned. It had channelized many of the 
needs and made them more definite and reality oriented. However, it points 
out that the psychological mobilization of urges and aspirations that ensures all 
round rural development at an accelerated pace is almost completely lacking. 
TThe programme has not produced any appreciable dent in generating a 
community spirit and a sense of cooperation in the attainment of common goals, 
aspirations or fears. The out look has remained largely individualistic and 
family centered and awareness of community needs and aspirations has 
remained almost absent. “ The programme is far off from the target of the 
* revolution of rising expectancy ’ It has not released or activated the will 
to progress and the self-generating urge for development. It is felt that such a 
psychological mobilization is an essential precondition for the success of any 
programme of rapid economic development and social change. ”2 


In the entire volume of research, psychologists seem to have contributed 
very little toward the understanding of CDF Sometimes the psychblpgfetS 
themselves appear to be defident about their role in the field of Ct)P. It is no 
surprise, therefore, that the psychologists have remained so far out of the perce- 
ptual orbit of the planners. In India the psychological research has very rarely 
concerned itself with the needs of the country We have seldom faced the idtal 
problems of our community. It is necessary for psychologists to dive deep into 
the problems that people actually worry about. It is at this juncture that we 
should concern ourselves with the problem of the impact of accelerated change 
on the individual and the community, personality dynamics and the resistants 
to social change. It is the relative apathy or indifference towards the psycho- 
logical dimension of CDP which stimulated this mvestmgation to think about 
the CDP. In social psychology it is almost impossible tomentain gaje between 
psychology, sociology and anthropology. The approach towards the present 
problem is synthtic in which the knowledge of all these sciences has been 
utilised. Even then the present project is an attempt to study the psycholo^cal 
diroendon of CDP. The techniques and terminology, adopted by various other 


2, Dt»ganan4 Stnha f^iychology on the arena of Social change, Pi«si4enda( A4dr^, 

fifty titird IndUtn Science Congress. Chandigarh, 1944, 
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investigators, have also been used -with certain modifications m the present 
survey to suit the design and also tc increase the precision of oDservations 

In this research project an attempt is made to study the style of life of 
Villagers, their attitude towards life in general, education health and sanitation 
self reliance family planning caste systero, religion, toramunication and gover 
nment, which constitute their perceptual world Similarly the motivational 
structure of the villagers is also studied in this project 

The detailed analysis of the objecovesof CDP and the objectives of 
the pr^ent research project given above indicate the possibilities of significant 
contribution which such studies are oOmg to make towards the impact of our 
efforts to bring about an accelerated change in rural community m the form of 
CDP This investigation is not intended to serve the purpose of an evaluating 
agency But it can give us an urderstanding of the fruits of our efforts to bring 
about an accelerated development m tl e millions of our villagers m changing 
the stagnant face of the village India The major emphasis of this study is on 
understanding the attitudinal change towards various areas of development 
This project aims at understanding the gap between the desired achievement 
and the actual achievement, the gap between the aspirations of the community 
Development Programme and tne fulfillment of these larger aims It aims at 
understanding how far we have suc-^eeded in reeducating our villagers m their 
outlook towards life 



CHAmR II 


THE DESIGN OF THE SURVEY 

and 

THE METHODS OF ENQUIRY 

India s CDP is an agency to introduce jsocial change 
m the rural population It is, therefore* net cfearj to 
select village population varjmg along diffeient 
dimenbions, in order to know the real impact of CI>P 
which IS the mam objective of the prcstnt surtoj 
The nature of the problttn necessitates the use of cornpnrativi. d Wb,ii of the 
survey Such a desigms one of the major headaches of a social scitnust partj 
culary so of a psychologist While trying to isolate the tffect of CDP various 
other influences should be thoroughly controlled There is no guarantee that the 
social changes are the effects of CDP only With the passage of time alone due 
to certaui incidental foctors, the social perception of pc-ople iS bt and to ha\ © 
changed In the Community Development areas the gains are a joint funttion 
of CDP and the incidental factors operating during the passage of time 

The problem of a comparative design of survey is solved partly atleast 
for the present project by the introduction of CDP at different periods m 
different parts of the country The entire CDP has been split mto four stages 
as shown in Table No, 2 I 


TABLE No Z.I 


The period of Community Development Programme 


Duration 

Stage 

i Yeats 

Pre-extension 

1 

Stage one 

5 

Stage two 

6 

Post»stagewtwo 

inde&nte 


period 


Opening of new Community Projects was stopped in 1954 and only 
National Extension Service Blocks were to be orgamaed m the first instance 
wh!t:h were later to be converted into community development blocks for a 
toe yea^ After the lapse of this ptnbd, these commumtj develop 
^rtbi^kswere to be known as normal or post~ictensive blocks In each 

expenditure of Rs 15 

lakhs annually which was to remain in this stage for a year or more After 
tohyeare mt^ve development the block was to be converted into a post 
mtaaaive block whan there was to be aomiaal uon-recurnng oitpenditore^ 


the scheme ot orgaflizatioo prevailing during the second plan each block isas 
thus taken ip m the National Extension Service scneme which aftci a year or 
two was taken up under the community development Dchcme for which a total 
budget allotment mchidmg the National E\tension iwnod was Rs 15 Ukhs In 
this wai tne National EMension and Colm^lUt^ Development a'^peits were 
regarded as related phases of the same programme The review undertaken 
by the Balwantray Mehta Team (1957) lea to the adopt on of a smgle scheme 
which was spread over two stages each of five years * After this period the 
post-stage-two known as Maintenance Stage begins 

By now all villages have come under the influence of CDP Naturally 
It was impossible to obtain a village which had not been experimented upon at 
all But the introduction of CDP m different talukas at different periods enab 
led me to follow tne metnod of extreme groups facilitating maximally possible 
isolation ot the effect of CDP 

Th« Universe of the Sample — > 

Poona district forms a singnifieant part of Maharashtra and is distn 
buted in thirteen talukas Out of themPurandhar and Mulshi tahikas had been 
Singled out for the purpose of the present survey purandhar taluka was in the 
maintenance stage and Mulsh taluka was in the stage one of CDP Even if the 
Mulshi taluka is bung experimented u£Jon the influence oi CDP there, was at 
its minimum Purandhar and Mulshi talukas Ijcmg equidistant i c, 20 miles 
from Poona ttic effect ot distance from the District head quarter was nuUifie'i 

Purandhar taluka is to the South-West of Poona with 426 5 square 
miles area Its population is J 26 584 according to 1961 census report split into 
79 villages Average rainfall m the western side is between 40 and 60 inches, 
whereas in the eastern side it is between 10 and 15 mchts Eastern Purandhar 
IS mostly a hilly region maki ig the development a difficult task 

Mulshi IS one of the most backward of the talukas of Poona district 
With 80 373 population split into 131 big and small villages Most of the taluka 
IS hilly with an average rainfall of nearly 100 inches But due to the almost 
complete absence of natural or artificial reservoirs there is tremendous 
shortage of water for agricultural purposes Bemg hilly it is extreroiy difficult, 
though not impossible, to introduce developmental changes m this area 

In any scientific research in order to have accurate results the 
material expenmented upon should be representative of the population As far 
as possible, the sample must be representative in respect to geographical and 
rural-urban distribution econoimc status age and sex 

In the present survey only the male members were studied to the 
complete exclusion of female members The investigator is faced with several 
difficulties while dealing with the female members m the villages especially 
if he IS a male The head of the family is likely to interpret it as an insult to 


k G R Kadan Chanjing patcerfl of Icdiiin viClsiges 

S Cband & Co Ram N«gar New Oeihl I 1964 pp ii2ri$ 
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him or as violation of his authority Secondly in some villages pi 
sUli prevails In such places -women are debarred from 
members. Thirdly it is noticed usuallj that the niaie mtmbc 
directly exposed to the CDP 

The age variable was given special attention by inckidmi. 
between 20 and 70 years of age The CDP being an experiment t 
the villagers in the critical acceptance of our cultural heritage an 
new wavs of life the 20 to 70 year age group was most adeijuatt It 
for those below 20 years of age, because they are stall to be ediu at 
ucated Their habits are not fixed at all It ss difficult change 
people roundabout 70 years of age Hence very few such vdlagera v 
in the present sample 

The family heads alone were interrogated the assumptic 
teh views of the family heads are fairly representative ot the viev 
of the family members In the Indian villages atkast the joint f 
continues still to a great extent In one of the villages, not int ludec! 
pie, during my survey, I came across a joint family of 00 ibixt 
staying peacefully with one another The CDP bemg a protisi 
population only the villagers alone constituted the subjects to 
survey 


In the present survey the random-stratified procedure 
was followed As the effect of CDP is likely to vary according to tl 
village first the villages were divided into three types based on the 
as shown m the following table ( Table No 2 2) 

TABLE No. 2 2 


Size of vitiage according to population 


Population 

Size 

Range of population 

No of vill 

Mulshi 1 

Small 

1 — 600 

69 

Medium 

501 — 1000 

41 

Large 

1001 and above 

21 


This distribution enabled me to select the villages of al 
villages were then alphabetically arranged for strict randoraiz 
then decided to take every iOth village from the alphabetical list 
of villages Based on this entetion, in all 21 villages were selected 
survey 8 from Purandhar taluka and 13 from Mul^i The apparen 
that the numbei of villages, la the sample from Mulshi is greater tJ 
terpart from Purandhar become clear when we see that the nuir 
villages Maldu Taluka is greater than m Purandhar Taluka Tt 
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covered by these villages s IS 135 wh ch is li 4 % of the to a population, o^ 
Purandhar and Mulshi tahikas The maps revealed that the villages though 
randomlv selected were spread over the entire taluKas and no part of it was 
omited making the sample a truly representative sample of the population 

Size of the sample is a significant point for consideration m the social 
science surveys Defferent views prevail as regards the size some being of 
the view that size should be large whereas others have taken another extreme 
Statisticians have shown that a large size of the sample does not increase the 
validity of a survey in the same proportion in which the size of the sample is 
increased If the queshons are asked to a really representative cross section 
of the population even a small sample yields valid resulte 

In the present survey it was decided to interrogate one-third of the 
famili heads from every sample village Obviously the number of family 
heads interrogated varied according to the size of the village and also according 
to the number of families in that village The average size of family in 
Purandhar Taluka was found to be 7 and that in Mulshi Taluka 8 Based on 
the criterion that every third family head should be interrogated, in all 700 
family heads were studied 412 from the most experimented upon group and 
288 from the least experimented i pon group The actual number was even 
greater than 700 but due to certain difficulties some had to be omitted Some 
of the farmhes had permanently deserted the village even then their names 
continued to be on the records Some had been out of station temporarily, 
but visiting the same village for such isolates was expensive and also tune 
consuming 

The lists of villagers had to be obtained from different sources some 
times from the village Sa^rpandias or from the taluka head-quarters or from 
the medical unit at the taluka head-quarter The records were deficient m 
many ways I had to arrange the names of families alphabetically in order to 
have a standard procedure for minimising the sampling error as far as possible 
Due to strict randomization villagers of all types could be included in the 
sample The number of villagers from each village, included in the sample 
With the population of the respective village can be seen m Table No 2^ 
There are some discr^ancies in the table Mugaode is a village with 434 
population but only 11 villagers were interrogated In fact the number ought 
to have been greater Ths was the only village I came across dunng the 
penod of my survey m which I did not receive amy co-operation from the 
villagers inspite of repeated efforts on my part to convince them From the 
little contact that I had with them I could gather that they were almost 
completely detached from the modern influences and their ways of thinkmg 
were of the traditional type In case of other villages the actual number of 
famihesLwas less than the expected numb^ Naturally the number of family 
heads to be studied also had to be reduced 

Gaographlca focation of v agea 

It can be said that geographically the sample villages represeat their 
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and DafawaU are centrally located at an average distance of four miles from 
Paud the Taluka Head-quarter Kbamboli is to the Northern side located 
peripherally hande and Mahalunge aiso are at the North- Webtern petiphery 
South-West of the taluka is represented by the village Urawade Extreme 
peripheral Souh finds its reirresentation m Patharshe^, similarly Watoixde also 
can be seen to the Southern side Vengre is to the South-east det-^ched almos 
completely from the rest of the Taluka by virtue of the fact that jt is surrounded 
on almost all sides by hills Often one discovered that there was a village 
only after one reached it The road was under construction when I vistted that 
village for linking it with tlie rest of the world The eastern side of the Taluka 
IS detached because of the Mulshi tank-a big reservoir It is connected to the 
rest of the Taluka by launch which is run most inadequately This part ot the 
Taluka is repr«eated in the sample by the three villages Kumohen Qiandt 
wall, and Hotle the last one being on the otner side of the hsU, is linked with 
the rest of the Taluka by motor transport All of them are located to the 
north-east The location of different villages m MuIshi taluka can be seen 
m Map No 1 

At the peripheries of Purandhar taluka Waghapur, Malshiras, Rakh, 
Tondal, and Kumbhoshi are located Waghapur is to the north, Malshiras 
to the North-west Rakh to the South-west Tondal to the South-east and 
Kumbhoshi to the East are the representatives of the peripheries of the different 
directions of the Purandhar Taluka Kodit Kumbharwalan and Pangare 
are centrally located within an average distance of 5 miles from Saswad the 
head-quarter for Purandhar Taluka Map No 2 shows the location of different 
sample villages in Purandhar taluka 

Socio-Economic background 


distnbution 

The Table No 3 4, shows the age distribution of respondents 38 3 
percent of the respondents belongeed to the 31 year - 35 year age group 47 
percent to the $6-56 year age group and 14 7 percent the 66«70 age group 
Still minute classification reveals that there were very few individuals at the 
extremes of the 21-70 year range first because there were very few family 
heads in the villages who were just 20 years old or who were 70 or above. 
Secondly m some cases the family heads were above 80 years of age la such 
cases the second eldest male family member was interrogated. 

Financial Status — 

In the present sample* a very small percentage was at the low or high 
extreme mcome group It is shown by the fact that only & percent of the 
respondents had their income below Bs- 500 and only 16 3 percent were at the 
other extreme wiSi income above Rs 3001 per annum 36.66 percent of the 
cases were in the second low income group, i e between Rs 601 and 1000 
per annum Out of the total number of respoadants 83 65 percent represented 
the middle income group of the population with income between Rs 1001 and 
3000 per annum The secondlil^ income group with income between Rs. 3001 
and 3000 constituted only petKent of the sample 
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The v)IIag&rs appeared to he Tery poorly oriented as regards thejf age 
and mcotflo Almost no one knew the exact date of birth Naturally the age 
values were the rough estimates of age based on some prominent land marks 
m their life histones. Similarly the old on^ took pnde m tellmg that they were 
older than what they are Because for them it was a matter of pnde that they 
survived for so many years At the other extreme they took pnde in telling that 
they were younger than what they are Some times a person of 30 years of age 
With 4 or 5 children reported that he was just 23 or 24 years old Only indirect 
enquiry gave the roughly accurate age of the person concerned 

The villagers appeared to be only roughly aware of the monetary 
value of their crops Also they had a tendency to give wrong reports about 
dieir ixoroe, most of the time out of feat that the taxes were likely to be impo* 
sed on them or the Goverment may force them to surrender it Hence for 
assessing their income also 1 had to proceed m a round about way The income 
distribution of the sample is given in Table No 2 5, 

Faundy sixe,- 

Number of dependents in the family is one of the significant influences 
m determining the opinions and attitudes The distribution of family size in the 
sample is shown m Table No 2 6 For the present survey families have been 
divided into three classes based on size Those with members from 1 6 are desi 
gnated as small sized famihra which iorm52H percent of the sample 41 71 
percent are the middle sized families with 7 12 members Remaining 6 14 
percent of the families are the large sized families with 13 members or above 

Educationa! status of Family Heads in the Sample •> 

Table No 2 7 shows the edocaiionai status of heads of the families in 
the sample of total number of respordets 44 7 1 percent were illiterate 2 43 
percent could only read but not wnte and 3 43 percent did not have any formal 
schooling but still they could read and wnte It shows that almost 60 percent of 
die re^oadents were illiterate or nearly lilitearate Out of the remaining 60 
persent 20 29 persent, that is, nearly half of the remaining respondents had edu 
cation upto the fourth standard only, i e, primary education, 19 26 percent had 
education upto the eighth standard, i e , secondary education Only 3 present, a 
very mmor percentage coiild secure high school education i e «pto S S C 
whereas college education almost was an exception, with 86 percent of the total 
sample. Tlie percentage of illiteracy was so high is really surprising because 
in the sample there are some villages m which the Gram Gaorao was celebr-' 
ated as a mark of the fact that the entire village had become literate with no 
exception 

Caste Composition of the Sample Families 

The sample villages appeared to have been distributed into 28 caste 
groups as shown m Table No 2 8 For the significant consideration of meamn 
gfulness the 28 castes were divided into ax caste groups given in Table No 2 d 
Advanced caste lucludes only theBrahmins as they areadvanced from the long 
past The advanced caste constituted a very naserabJe minority of 1 02 percent in 
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Mulsla and 1 4& percent la Puraadhar talukas. The Brahmins who held a 
traditionally high position, none held a kej' position in the villages A small 
percentage of Brahmins was perhaps the result of their migration '■o the urban 
areas for their advancement 

Bemi-advaaced castes constituted the absolute majority with 77 OS 
persent m Mulshi and 70 88 percent m Purandhar This caste group included 
the hlarathas-the traditional peasant caste m Maharashtra, Gurao Mali 
Goldsmith, CEP* and Wafla 

Semi-faackward castes constituted the third group with only 7 SS9 
percent m MuIshi and 7 04 percent m P rrandhar Butar Lohar, Naik-ramo^» 
Barber, Teh, Kumbhar and Beldar constituted the semi-backward cast group 

Castes which were even more backward than, the above mentioned 
Sejni-backward castes were termed as Backward castes iSiangar, Koli 
( mahadeo ), Gondhah, Gawah, Katkan Koli, Burad Kaikadi, Wadan and 
Gosawi were included in this caste grot^ Backward castes were 6 21 percent 
in Mulshi and S 39 percent in Puarndhar in the present sample 

Next was the group of Depressed castes also known as tite Scheduled 
castes which included Mahar, Mataag and Chamar castes They were 8 7 
percent in Mulshi and 18 3 percent in Purandhar m the sample It is these 
castes which the Government is extremely worried about for their uplift 

Religious caste constituted the last group It was separated from the 
vanous other caste groups as it could not be placed m any of them as a result 
of their membership of religion other than the Hindu religion Muslims alone 
formed a part of this group There were only two of them in Mulshi and eight 
m Purandhar 

In Maharashtrian villages, the village servants, following the tradi- 
tional system number twelve and they are known as Bara-Balutedars They 
render their hereditary services to the landholders and they are paid m kind 
at the tune of harvest, depending upon the services rendered and the condition 
of die crop These castes were distributed in the last four groups of castes via 
Semi-backward, Backward, Depressed and Religious castes 

The Methods of Enquiry 

After the selection of the sample^ the investigation was conducted 
personally A questionnaire was specially standardised for collecting mfor- 
mahem from the villager. It was supported by the imformation based on 
village diary 

^suafiy the queshonnaire method is a time and money saving device 
as it can be admaustered to several respondents at a twno But this advantage 
depeadb on dm populatiao to which the questionnaire fe to be adnamsterod. 
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The subjects for the present survej bt-iiig the villagers, most of whom are illite- 
rate I had to approath caoh. and i resi>ondtnt personally and fill the 
questionnaire myself according to the rt'.jioases giv^-n by them 

la oraer to ».onstfvict tht qu ^t.w>nnaire I col'ixied information from 
three sources 

( a ) Various schtdulLS pr pared by other researchers and govemment 
agencies to collect information a >out the situation 

(b) The Block DcMlupiiLpr Officers from Mulshi and Puraadhar 
talukas provided good deal of i foi m ttion as they were directly concerned 
with the CDP 

( c ) One of the vilJagt-s, not imluded m the sample, m which CDP was 
introduced, was \ isited The ■vslU^erb were informally interviewed and from 
these interviews I could get mfoirnation ihuut thci problems which they expec 
ted the CDP to dea with the iuohlcms that were actually dealt with by the 
CDP and also the reactions ofihe \ilHgtrs to the successes and failures of 
these efforts 

After havmg collet ted the information from the three sources mentioned 
above a tentative questionnaire WaS f onstructed It was administered to 50 
respondents from Gogalwadi and iv.hul~Shiwapur-villages which do not belong 
to the talukas included m the sur\tj This pilot survey enabled me to under 
stand the ambiguities in the qucstionnurc Some of the questions could not be 
clearly understcxid by the \tllagcf-i. birmUly laome questions failed to indicate 
clear cut diiferences amon^ rccponsis. Suih qutstions were then either altered 
or omitted completely In the lyigmmug I had an intention to study the formal 
and informal leadership In the rural In the pilot survey it was noticed 

that the villagers were hesitant tu give the re&pmses to ques tons pertaining to 
this topic This section of iht outs^ionnatre had an adverse effect on the free 
expression of the villagers Or chc they used to give very superficial answers 
bunging down the validity of results In short jt had an mhibitary effect on the 
rapport that was established Hence that section of the questionnaire was 
completely dropped out and information about it was obtained by other methods 
than that of direct questioning The q icstionnaire was then revised after taking 
into account the difficulties I eiwoimtercd at the tune of pilot survey and the 
suggestions given by the respondents of the pilot survey The revised version 
was then administered to the iiaat sample of the project under consideratioa 

While administering the questionnaire, establishmeat of rapport was a 
difficult task The villagers used to look at me with suspicion m the begming 
as they were afraid of the monves of the iiresent survey Their mam fear was 
that t am a government servant and my preserte in the village js going to be 
harmful to them They thought that I was going to extract some levy from them 
or expose them ut some manner 

In the begmnmg there used to be a group meeting m every village 
where I had to explain the vUiagers about my intention m going to theur villages 
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t was coafroated first of all with most of the key persons of the villages The 
further progress of my work depended on my success m convincing those key 
persons Once they were convinced I had a free access to the respondents at 
their residence But it was not possible always Sometimes they were interro- 
gated in the grampanchayat office and under the street light even Their level 
of understanding varied with their level of education roost illiterates experiea 
emg maxithum difficulty m understanding the questionnaire My visit to the 
respondents at thea respective residence helped me in getting myself acquainted 
with their ways and standard of living 


Administration of questionnaire to a respondent was a matter of at lej^ 
one hour But as they were being interrogated and their querries cleared 
simultaneously average lengh of time per head was nearly one and half houre 
As the questionnaire method was adopted variability m rsponses was reduced 
as ar as possible Similarly both open end and fixed alternative questions 
were included in the questionnaire Because of the open end nature of some of 
the questions villagers were allowed to project themselves and give free 
expression to their ideas 


Fixed alternative questions were precoded facilitating further statistical 
Ma ysis Precoding of open end questions was not possible as the categories 
known m advance Hence, they had to be coded after 
the administration of questionnaire to the entire sample was over 

The effectiveness of the social environment can be studied not only by 
irnenpgatmg the re^ndent but also by observing his behaviour in the viUage 
society or the purpose of administration of the questionnaire I had to stav 
in eac and every village It gave me the opportunity to see the villagers m 
in eracbon with others. Information based on such observations could not be 
exp^e to be as precise as is the one by questionnaire, but still it could supple 
men it It definitely could reveal the individual as a whole with many ramifi 
cations of his behaviour 


seftBnn being extoemeiy difficult in Mulshi taluka during rainy 

’ ^ heavy rams villages are detached from each other in many 

an om the rest of the world, the work was finished before the begmning 
e rain^eason of 1966 Then Purandhar taluka was taken up for const- 

1 kj ^ dowly till the end of September and a vigorous 

atuca neipfed m fimshing the entire work by the end of November 1966 



CHAPTER HI 

PERCEPTION 

OF 

IMPROVEMENT 

It IS necessary to distinguish carefulb between the 
definition of physical improvement and of improve 
ment as a perceptual phenomenon There is by no 
means a simple one-to-one correspondence between 
the occurrence of physical improvement and its 
perception Physical development may occur but remain imperceptible or 
development may be perceived eten when the physical development is totally 
absent Perception of improvement is a psychological phenomenon which may 
vary independently of the physical improvement It is this psychophysical 
rclation^ip that the preseut chapter concerns itself with 

As jn the case of other perceptual phenomena, there is a thre^old 
which must be reached before the physical development is seen as devdopment 
by the villagers If the threshold is not reached at all, the villagers may report 
that nil delelopmcnt has taken place. In other words there must be some 
mmimum velocity of improvement to become perceptible 

The Government of India is making mulb-sided efforts through Ihe 
agency of the CDP to introduce changes in various fields which the villagers 
are concerned with Improved seeds manures fertilizers are being distributed, 
roads and lanes are being constructed drinking water facilities are provided, 
imgation arrangements are made sanitary improvements are being mtroducedr 
in various forms the aid is being given to inculcate self-reliant attitude^ educat 
tional facilities are being provided and social attitudes and leadership are being 
subjected to planned change. These improvements can be seen by the targets 
achieved by the programme But they can be perceived only if the changes 
are saignificant The presence of perceived improvement amongst the villagers 
wasamght to be elicited by asking the villagers whether there had been ‘mudi 
*some* or 'nil' progress m cleanliness health, educational facilities, generation 
of self-help and initiative improvement m roads and lanes, drinking water 
supply irrigation, standard of living, leader^ip and neighbouriiness All these 
are the social ph^omeaa which arelikely to be experienced by an individual xn 
his mdividual capacity Favourable answers to all these questions would clearly 
indicate the close relationship between physical and preceived improvement 

There is ao doubt that a good deal has been done by the CDP m all 
the above mentioa(wI fields to improve the status of villagera It will be rather 
tKsappoiatmg if m spite of all these, the people feel that the efforts have not 

about s^pDuficant changes 
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Appeared to have been impressed more by the actual improvements m educa 
tional facilities than the other caste groups There were only 18 serm advanced 
caste respondents reporting much improvement) in Mnlsbi whereas they 
were 128 m Purandhar Similary only one re^ondent in Mnlshi and 26 in 
Purandbar in the depressed caste group revealed a sufficiently high interblock 
disparity with respect to educational facilities as a function or caste In contrast 
are the semi backward and backward caste groups which had only three and 
one respondents respectively in Mulshi and twdve and five respectively in 
Purandbar reporting much improvement in edncational facilities 

A very illuminating relationship between educational status of a 
re^ndent and the improvement in educational facilities was noticed m this 
Survey Education for education all groups in Purandhar showed higher 
percentage of respondents indicating much progress than m Mulshi But those 
With higher levels of education did not appear to have been impressed much 
as compared to those who were either illiterate or nearly illiterate It is obvious 
that those who are eitposed to higher educational facilities do not feel the 
introduction of primary educational facilities to be the sign of much improve- 
ment On the contrary those who were not associated with the educational 
wealth at all during their life perceived the introduction of the pnmary school 
in the milages to be a significant change The informal talks with the vdla- 
gets revealed that they compared the present educational facilities with the 
facilities that were availabe to them during their lifetime It is on that 
background that they felt the improvement to be a significant gam for their 
villages 


Financial status did not appear to have any direct relationship with 
the perception of educational facilities Improvement in educational facilities 
was consistently higher in Purandhar than then opposites in MuIshi with the 
Single excephoa of below Rs» 600/— income group In the below Ss 500/— 
income group 26p c of the respondents in Mulshi reported that there was 
much improvement m their villages with respect to educational facilities. On 
the contrary thetr equals in Purandhar who were supposed to be m higher 
percentage were found to be only 16 86 p c It is very hkely that such villagers) 
because of lack of financial resources, could not afford to send their children 
outside their village for further education Naturally the non availability of 
such facilities m their viUages perhaps might have been responsible for giving 
a feeling that the available facilities were not adequate to meet their demands 


noads and Lanes 

The Government is trying its best to spread the network of transport 

The roads are being constructed m the 
j^Ulages. m Mul^i Tsmka there were only 9 villagers constituting only 
8^c of the total Mulshi sample who reported that much imprwemenl had 
token place m the road building activity The nine respondeote came from 
only three vtUages m lahich the roads were ei^er already constructed or were 



under construction But most of the villages m the Mulshi sample were really 
almost unapproachable It can be said "With very little exaggeration that 
there was almost one to-one relationship between physical improvement and 
its perception by the villagers la contrast nearly 21 p c of the respondents 
m Purandhar reported much improvement m the matter of roads and lanes 
Only two villages which were difficult to be approached did not have any 
respondent in this categry It can be seen that the difference between the 
two blocks was clearly noticeable, but the precentage m Purandhar was so 
low that it could not be called a significant achievement of the CDP It could 
be noticed that perceived development and physical development went hand 
in hand in Purandhar Taiufca also Road budding activity had increased in 
Purandhar so also its perception 

Age did not appear to be a sigmficat factor in the perception of impro 
vement in roads and lanes Villagers of all age levels in Purandhar showed 
almost the same variation la percentage in reporting much improvement in 
roads and lanes than in Mulshi Ad respondents in Mul^i who reported much 
development m road budding activity belonged to the senu-advanced caste 
group only This points out that the ph^ical development m this area remained 
imperceptible for the rest of the caste members. In contract the improvement 
was perceived ay all caste groups in Purandhar sample The respondents who 
reported that much* improvement had taken place were concentrated at the 
dUterate or nearly illiterate end of the educational status continuum m Mulshi 
Taluka Educated villagers having experienced better roads and lanes in their 
contact with the outside world did not feel the road building activity to be 
much noticeable In the Purandhar Taluka villagers in all educational status 
groups except the highest status group reported much improvement *Much 
improvement has taken place * was reported by middle income group only in 
Mvlsbi Taluka whereas they were spread over all income groups in Purandhar 
Taluka Financial status did not appear to have any significant relation^ip 
with the perception of road budding activity 

Drinking Water Supply 

Common wells are being constructed in alnxtist every vdlage by the 
Government to ensure adequate water supply to all the villagers, irrespective 
of their caste But a section of the villagers from Urawade only from Mulsh 
Taluka appeared to be fully satisfied with the dnnking water supply All 
H respondents reporting much improvement in the drinking water Si:ypply 
belonged to that village only It showed that the villagers in mulshi were not 
satis&ed with water arrangements provided for them Those who expressed 
some satisfactioa with the water supply constituted only 38 38 p c of the 
sample More than 50 p c were of the view ( 66.27 pc) that whatever faciU- 
tiea that were provided to them were as good as no facilities To put it in 
I^ychoidiysicai terms it can be stated that the physical jmpxovement did not 
reach a thresihold to cause change in the percepUon of unprovemenb In Puran 



ptQgress been made* was reported by 21 86 p c of the re^ooadents» B2 18 p c 
reported sjrae progress a od only 2646p c reported *no progress The CDP, 
no doubt, has made some improvements for the villagers which led to the 
perception of improvement by the villagers. 

Villagers at ail age levels m Purandhar ejipenenced much improve- 
ment in drinking water facilties whereas in Mulshi Jiey wear restricted to the 
middle age group only The improvement in all age groups was found to be 
almost equal Out of all caste groups, only the depressed caste group reportep 
much improvement m a negligible minority in Purandhar The Government 
has constructed wells which according to law, are open to all irrespective of 
caste to which a person belongs But in practice the wells are accessible to 
the non-scheduled caste members only In the informal talk with the depre 
ssed caste members, a sense of fear of the dominent caste groups was noticed 
But the domment caste members, m order to maintain the prestige of their 
village expressed the feeling that there were no restnctions on the depressed 
caste groups for taking water from the village well for drinking purposes 
At the same time in the same informal talks at some unguard moments they 
used to furtu^ information as to how the separate arrangements are 
made for the depressed caste members, how they are inadequate and at the 
end how they deserve the same treatment that was given to them Hi^ edu- 
cation brings high expectations with it The villagers from the high education 
group m Purandhar did not express much satisfaction over their opposites m 
Mulshi in respect of dxmkmg water facilities In contract the same facilities 
were reported to be the 'much progress by the low education groups in greater 
frequencies Financial status did not appear to have anything to do with the 
perception of improvement m drinking water supply All income groups m 
Purandhar showed improvement in their views about the adequacy of dnnking 
water supply to the same extent 

Irngatton— Tabift No 3 2 

In order to attain self-sutfiaency m the matter of food grains^ irriga- 
tion facilities are bung improved by the Government which can be seen from 
table No 82 It is apparent that the villagers have been benefited least 
by the irrigation facilities There were only 2 re^ondents m Mulshi and 7 m 
Putan^ar who reported that much improvement has taken place in irrigation 
facilities Had there been a large number of respondents in the category of 
some improvement, It would have been partly atleast a matter of consolation 
But surprisingly enough a very low percentage of respondents from both the 
talukas ( 1458 p c in Mulshi and 13 86 p c m Purandhar ^ reported some 
progress has been made m the field of irrigation The percentage of both the 
raiukas was almost the same The Indian farmer has been sufficiently trained 
to demand more and more^ water This ^owed that whatever chages or 
improvements had taken place were not as spectacular that will create a 
change m ihe pexci^lition of vSlagers.. 
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Health 

In Mnlshi Taluka, 11 46 p c and inPurahdhar Taluka l820p c 
of the respondents reported much improvement m the field of healdt Round 
about 50 p c of the respondents in both the Taluk as leported some improve' 
ment This shows that in the field of health significant achievements have 
been made by the programme It is quite obvious that the phjfsicians visit the 
villagers for various proposes, the most outstanding of them being the Malena 
eradication Most of the villagers reported that the doctors visited them for 
this purpose and also for family planning Those m the 30 yrs to 66 yrs. age 
group were more appreciative of health provisions than those above or below 
it The healh facilities had there maximum impact on the depressed caste group 
The semi backward caste group stood second m that order Advanced and 
semi-advanced castes had remained rather uumfluenced by the health provi 
stons It IS very likely that the semi-backward and depressed caste groups 
because of their backwardness and uatouchabiUty respectively were greatly 
deprived of the opportunities In the present democratic pattern of society 
nobody can prevent them from utilising tiiose facilities which had changed 
their perc^hon of the health facilities AH educational groups except the 
ilhterateshad remained almost completely uninfluenced bv the health provisions 
The percentage of respondents showing much progress m all educational status 
groups except that of illiterates had remained the same m both the talukas. 
Surprisingly enough the highest income group showed the maximum change in 
Its perception of health facilities Only one out of 32 in Mulshi and 21 out of 
76 respondents m PuTandhar in Rs 3001 i60tX) income group r^orted that 
much change has taken place in the health provisions m the villages No other 
group showed snch a remarkable difference 

SUBJECTTIVE AREAS 
Cteanlinesa 

There was very little discrepancy in the views as regards cleanliness 
expressed by respondents in both the blocks. Much progress was reported by 
12 50 p c of the respondents m Mul^ and by 21 38 p c in Purandhar, some 
pfogr^ was r^rted by 60 69 p c in Mulshi and by 49 61 p c in Purandhar 
and ml progress was reported by 36.79 p c m MuJ^i aud by 29 16 p c of the 
respondents m Purandhar Taluka However the change was significant 

From whatever 1 could observe m the villages there were very httle 
signs of cleanlm^ Spitting on the insides of the walls and flooring was never 
by them to be the sign of dirtiness, the stay of human and non-humans 
together was never perceived to be unhealthy, latrines were never felt to be a 
necessity on the contrary several of them believed the presence of latnne to be 
a sign of nncleanlmess These and various other observations stand testimony 
to the fact that the habits of cleanUnes of the villagers had not changed Even 
then some of the respondents of cmain age groups reported that much improve- 
jnentliad taken place, not because the improvement had really oceuxed bvrt 
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T>«canse thrae res^ndents made it a point of prestige They did not feei it 
propCT to tell an outsider that cleanliness had not improved 

Excerpt semi-advanced and depressed caste groups, no other group 
had a strong feeling that cleanim^ in their villages had much improved 
Depressed caste group m Purandhar had shown improvement m its views 
almost three times more than its opposite in Jwulshi Semi-advanced group 
also showed somewhat better improvement The changes m the views of 
these two groups can be interpred in different ways Improvement m the 
d^ressed caste group can be explained on the basis of the rivalry between 
depressed and semi advanced caste groups. The part of the village occupied 
by the depress^ caste group was usually neat and clean, the members used to 
make it a point of attraction On the other hand the semi-advaced caste group 
constituted a majonty m the village It is no surprise if they made the r^rt 
of cleanliness a point of prestige It is necessary to note that actual improve- 
jxii^t was a point of prestige for the d^ressed caste group, where as only the 
report was a point of prestige, for the members of the semi advanced caste 

Educational status appeared to be closely related to the perception 
of cleanliness Only the illiterates appeared to have been influenced by the 
habits of cleanliness of the villages They were almost double m Purandhar 
Taluk a as compared to Mulshi with their opposite reporting much improvement 
m cleanliness. It is obvious that the expectation of the illiterates being too low 
by virtue of their illiteracy, slight improvement in matters of cleanliness created 
a perceptible change in their views, on the contrary the literates, by virtue of 
their educational achievements, came in closer contact with the practices of 
cleanliness, hence shjd^t improvement in cleanliness remained almost imper 
ceptible for them 

Financial status did not apper to have any consistent relationship with 
the perception of cleanliness Only the high earners showed considerable 
improvement in their perception of improvement It is very likely that the 
prestige factor was involved, as the high income group^is usually the high status 
group la a village. 


SELF HELF AMD INITIATIVE 

CDP appeared to have contnbuted to a great extent m the perception of 
improvement in self-help and initiative Nil progress was*r ported by 119 out 
of 288 respondents m MuIshi and only 78 out of 413 in Purandhar Only a 
minor fraction, i e. 17 72 p c in Purandhar reported the improvament to be 
totally absent whereas m Mulshi they constituted 41 23 p c , a significant 
difference It does not mean that the rest of the villagers reported much impro- 
vement Several of them reported some improvement There were only 11 
re^ndents in Mulshi and 67 in Purandhar Most of the respondents from both 
the talukas hailed from the large azed villages apd those which were located 
sufhciemly close to the mamymts of communic^ion Nil improvement was 
reported by a mgkgible minority from these villages 
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The below 45 year age groap appeared to have become more self rehaat 
than the above 4& year age group It appeared that they felt that village 
development could be continued by them even if the Government help was 
withdrawn There were no such ^igtis of improvement in the above 4S year 
age group Only the semi advanced caste m Mulshi Talufca had a feeling of 
self help and initativa AH 11 respondents reporting much improvement 
belonged to this caste group only But in Purandhar ssich regwndents wwe 
spread m semi backward, backward and depressed caste groups This ^ows 
that the confidence m oneself was spreading m almost all castes The respon- 
dents with education between 1 at and 8 th standard alone appeared to be 
highly dependent upon self help High and low education groups were lacking 
m the self reliant attitude. Improvement in financial status usually bnn^ self 
reliance among the people In the present survey it was noticed that those in 
the high and middle income groups appeared to have developed greater self 
rdiance than the low income group 

Standlard Of Living, Leadership And Nelghbourdness* 

The respondents did not appear to have developed a noticeable change 
m the standard of living leadership and neighbourlmess Though the efforts 
are being made constantly to raise the standard of Imngi villagers at least did 
not have a feeling of any such improvement Mach and some improvement was 
reported by less than 60 p c of the respondents 

Hie picture of improvement m leadership also appeared to be equally 
dark Very few of ther^ondents reported much improvement Same statement 
can be made about the devdopment of neighbourlmess among the villagers. 

On the whole perception of improvement in the objective areas was 
much more noticeable than in most of the subjective areas It is no doubt, an 
undeniable truth that objective developments can easily be seen and expressed 
m quantitative terras. But it is not so with the subjective areas of improvement 
Moreover expre^ion of those changes m qnantitabve teems is still more a 
dif&cuit task which could be noticed m the present investigation 



CHAPTER IV 

M on \ ^TION 


India’s Djmmuaits Development Programme is an 
expel immt ir odial education The =ienii starved 
Indian ma’ population is to be educated in the 
new wais of ’ife Social Education, afe. the term 
denotes, js education for life in society It includes 
education foi < t ramiinicaf-ions education for citizenship m a democratic society 
educahon for ad ji Anient to the i e iUirementa ot life in the family, neighbour 
hood and the coromunitj and education for change and development to meet 
the changing deman Is of t iw. Social Education is, thus education for social 
living ” * Tli-ougb social education the etforts are being made to break the 
mhibitioos caused by rne tvadilional ways of behaviour The responses of the 
villagers are conditioned to the stimuli presented by the traditional pattern of 
society but now higher order conditioning has to be ^tablished by substituting 
the new stun oh from the modern pattern of society for the old ones The CDP 
IS an attempt iii the rei onditioning of the ways of life The efforts aie being 
made to demonstrate the adefjiiacy of the modern style of life for better adjust 
ment to the living conditions of tiie modern era This m plies a thorough under 
standing and practice of the process of learning 

Lt iramg piocess has its ongm m a very earhei part of our life. But 
we art not content with the elementary learning as its presence or absence 
does not pose to be a SBgmficant problem in oitf adjustment for survival as 
human beings witn dignity We should have ever rising horizons of aspiration 
for acquiring new responses or estabh^ing new relationships between stimuli 
and responses The basic physiolog cal need is being satisfied by our villagers 
ance ages by the traditional methods of leading life At all stages of develop 
memt in the society hunger drive has a significant role It may not be the 
hunger of the present, but of future which the individual m the modern society 
tries to insure for meaning thereby that the individuals with modern style of 
life are motivated towards the improvemem of themselves- Unless the person is 
motivated to work hard, he will not be able to achieve more or to put it in 
terms of learning he will not be able to develop new associations. Learning 
IS alwavs in proportion to the strength of one’s motivation Jc4m Dewy has 
rightly pointed out the role of motivation in learning in his model of education 
His model needs an implementation for social education in village India 

Village India must first become aware ot the fact that it is beisg 
denied the Tight to live a better kind of life which is being enjoyed by its 


1 Meber C. Naoavatty SoeUi education - in the background of Cofflmntuty 
Pevdopipent - Movement in rural arcaa Mijnstry of Cornmum^ Development 
t^rovernmeni of India, New Delfil, 
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ufbaa brother Tne highly perpiexifig observatioa in most ot the under deve- 
loped conntnes including India is that they do not entertain any such feeling 
that they are being done injustice, that something is denied to them 
There are some who feel it but they firmly believe that their lot cannot be im 
proved The CDP has to see that this feeling is removed and replaced by self 
confidence that we can improve our lot The programme has to create an 
urge among the villagers to cross the basic level of subsistence The feeling 
of apathy, towards development, among villagers should be eradicated by 
giving them instructions mto the new ways of life, i e their attitude towards 
all aspects of Me <Thould be changed It is no doubt, difficult but all the same 
vital for introducing the effective change * By concentrating aid on agriculture 
health and public overhead capital the plans are least likely to affect these 
values and institutions which mubt be changed if dev elopmeat is ever to be self- 
sustaining The family is the key institution which cam« Cultural values and 
sees to It that the next generation js brought up to share vhe values of its 
elders To produce real caltural change one must get at the fjmily, one must, 
for example, change the attitudes of parents towards achievement and self 
reliance in their children The agncnlnira’ family is normally the most 
conservative in cuUure and the hardest to influence Yet how is introduction of 
improved seeds, a better breed of cnicken, a new road or inoculations for small 
pox likely to change the values of rurel farmUes particularly toward such key 
ir^tutions as child reaeutg ? 

To be more specific, one of the values which a culture probably must 
acquire if there is to be any Significant increase in entreprcaeunal behaviour is 
a belief m the importance of ’’achieved” status People must be judged from, 
what they can do rather than m terms of who they are It would probably do no 
good to increase the jq achievement of a culture for example, if large numbers 
of individuals m the culture could not then achieve because of caste, race, or 
other restrictions on what they were allowed to da The status of women is as 
symptomatic of values m this area as any other In many, if not most underde- 
veloped countnes, they have a status which is ascribed to them because of their 
sex and they are severely resbricted as to what they can do or achieve How 
specifically is aid to agnculture and to health likely to improve the status of 
women? Improved welfare of rural families may even strengthen the consm»a 
five, traditional elements in the community by reducing the discontent which 
may be an important source of social change Obvioudy most planners would 
hke c^amly values to change and aid to agriculture and health could be given 
m ways which mi^t rather awkwardly speed up the process of change, but 
there iS httle evidence that they recognize value change is essential, not just 
desirable, and administer their programmes accordingly 


2. David C: McCl^ttand Professor of Psychology 
Dejtuto^nt of Socist Relstiwis, Hamtd University 
CotttmunHy Development end the Nature of Human 
Hetivatioe Some impHations of recent research 
Bactqpoand Paper Cmdwence on Commurtlty Development 
Sponceted fiy Qentiefor Intecflatlomf Studies 
SdNxe fkmse, December 12-1 S, PP 26-39 
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What 19 accessary is the concentratioa oa the factors withia rather thafl 
the factors outside the orgamsai Factors -within are the deteraiinmg variables 
for the facto's outside -whu h are the dependent var ables- Distentioo" which is the 
prior condition for effective extension should occur without anj special overt 
act on the part of an outside agenej when a coimaunity is ic normal health It 
is only m a sta«^e of arrested or retard? i grow h that an extension agency la 
called upon to exercise the special responsibility of inducing disteasaon, or a 
special cadre of community development wo'kers has to be engaged to under 
take this +ask Tbereaftex the more a community apporaches normality, that is 
to say the more successful a development eifort the less need will there be for 
an extension agency of assistance to take any specials eps to assure distension 
The more sliould it concentrate on extension m the sense of importing education 
jn new skills 

In tairiing ouv this educational work it will still be necessary for an 
extension agency to awaken the interest of the people in the specific practices 
which It recommends To do so the extension agenej must know the science 
and art of rousing and holding the attention of the people This function, 
however of pioneering in specialized fields of technology through evoking 
psychological response to specific improvements is to be distinguished from the 
tunctior of general stimulation and inspiration for better and fuller hfe 

It IS quite apparen* that motivation is a prerequisit for the development 
along nmdern lines. The present chapter is an attempt at describing the 
motivational characterist cs of villagers in Mulsbi Taluka and Purandhar 
Taluka It aims at studying the motivational changes that have taken place 
since the inception of Community Development Programme, The following was 
the underlying arbitrary assumption while calculating the motivation score 
” The motivation of a person vanes in direct proportion to the expression of 
dissatisfaction with the existing conditions and the desire to achieve more ”Thia 
sort of motivation for achievement is termed as achievement motivaton Galcu 
lation of achievement raotivatian does not necessitate the knowledge of th,e 
present level of achievement The motivation score can be calculated with 
complete disregard for various factors like nehness, caste etc. This Cbapter 
aims at studying individual differences m strength of motivabonal despositions 
within the context of systematic experunentai analysis of the determinants of 
human performance Thetffort a not onlj to understand the moblvaboii for 
the development of self but also for the development of the larger communny, 

1 e village and the nation also The a^umption was that the development 
of self cannot be exrluave of the development of the wider community One'fe 
own development hasalwajs to be conceived in the context of the national 
development Hence motivation has been classified into two categories 


3 Sushil D&y Extension end Community Deveiopment Rural Extension at the Cms 
roads, Edited byj Penders Ini^mational Ajp^ieuitutai Centra 
IW3 PP 74-75 
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1) Egoistic motivatioa— Motivation for the deve!oproent of oneself, 

2) Altruistic motiv ation -Motivatoa for the development of the society 
The following questions were asked for studying egoistic motivation 

1 How IS your financial condition 

{ 1 ) Extremely poor 
( u ) Fairly poor 
(ill) Average 

( IV ) Fairly good 

( V ) Rich 

2 How much will your mrome increase it you take more efforts 7 
( 1 ) Much, 

{ n ) Some 
(hi) Nil 

3 What are some of tlie things you like to do m youi spare time ? 

4 Which of the following things you possess 7 

( 1 ) Earthen vessels 

( n ) Brass vessels, 

(ill) Catpet 
(iv) Table, 

( V ) Chairs 
(vi) Cupboard, 

(vii> Cot, 

(vm) Fan, 

(ix) Sewing machine 

(x) House, 

(Xi) Silk clothes, 

(xii) Woolen cloth® and 
(xih) Radio set 

6 How much efforts did you take to increase your income ? 

( l ) Much 
(ii) Some, 

(in) Nil 

6 How much did you succeed in your efforts ^ 

(t) Much, 

(ii) Some, 

(m) Nil 

7 What do you do for the satisfaction of those needs which cannot 
be satisfied m your income ? 

(i) Rely on God, 

(n) Satisfy them with the help of others, 

(m) Work hafdL 
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8 In general how do you ftel about youi Irfe ^ 

( 1 ) Ver> happy 

U ) r liappj I 

(ill) Neither hapijy nor imh ippy g 

(iv) 3 urly mhaypy 

(v) Very unhappy ^ 

I 

What ib 1 igfeLSi; proble-n that you are faced with at present 7 

10 is thert. anything that you can do to solve this problem ^ 

( If j es ) What ^ ( It 10 ) Why , 

( 

The (lueshons given below vere pi t Ic the villagers for eliciting infor i 

ination about 'iltruMic rintn tun 

1 Whi<h of tlu. JUbvvtrs given htluAiou fttl ai t suitable for the ,, 

impi o\ ement o1 the village "? 

1 

( I ) The iiuprovtuKrt of the. village takes place automatically 
( u ) The village will improve if everyone improves his own house 
(ill) n ycryone nust pay '!pecial ittention to the village improvement 

2 What do you tetl about the tsSovernment aid for village 
development ? 

( l ) h or the village development tontmuous Government help 
IS a must 

(n) lor the village dcvUopuicnt Govtrnmtnt aid and villagers 
contribution botn art cSw.ential 

(m) Wc art fully c ipabk of our vnliagc development 

3 Who lb robponsible for keeping the village latrines> dramages and 
wells tlean ? 

( l ) Government alone 

( It ) Government and villagers 

(m ) 'Villagers alone 

4t What IS the biggobt problem that people m the same circumstances 
as yourself are faced with at present? 

6 Is there anything that you as an mdiv dual can do to solve 
this problem ? 

( If yes ) What ? ( If no ) Why not ? 

6 Do you feel like settling m Some place other than your village ? 

( If yes ) Why ? ( If no ) Why not ? 
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7 Do you feel that you have a desire to do and still you cannot do it ? 
( If yes ) Why 7 

S What would you say is the biggest problem that our country is 
faced with at present ? 

9 Can you do anything to solve this problem ? 

(If yes) What 7 (If no) Why? 

Some of the questions were precoded whereas the open end questions 
had to be coded after the responses were collected Thev were given scores 
according to the intensity of tne response expressing the desire, the high score 
indicating high motivation and the low score indicating low motivation The 
total score is taken to be the index of general motivation The scores obtains d 
ranged from 14 at the lowest to 49 at the highest extreme 

General Motivation — As regards the geneial motivational changes 
the results shown in Table 4 1 below indicate that the motivation in the most 
experimented upon villages though higher was not significantly higher than 
the least experimented uixm villages The difference was not statistically 
Significant 


TABLE No 4 1 

Geieral Mohvahon m Mulshi and Purandhar talukas. 


Taluka 

Mean motivation 
and SD 
M 
SD 


Mulshi Purandhai" 

30 96 32 02 

523 560 


The effort w^ made to study the relationship between motivation and 
the factors like swe of the village, distance from the mam hues of communica 
ttoeg etc 


It IS usually r^rted that the villages detached from the mam lines 
of Qommumcation are comparatively uncared for Programme Evaluation Orga 
nization reixnts also corrobtwate similar views It is necessary to know whether 
such disparity is present as regards motivation also 

For the present survey distance from the mam lines of communication 
was d^ermined on the basis of two criteria as follows 

(1) Villages detached from the rest of the taiukas due to river This 
appears to be an unusual category of vdlagest but at the same time it becomes 
a sigudumnt variable The^ Villages nmy eveu be at a ver^ ^rt physical 
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distance from the coinmumcation system, but m the absence of a bridge, die 
physical aaa psychological associattoa ol tae ul’agers iMth the rest of the 
taluka i9 savered for a very long period of the year Such ^ullages could nei 
ther be equated 'ftith the short distance villages nor with the long distance ones. 
Hence they coBSU*uted a category m theraselv^ 

(2) Those which vary from each other as a result of physical distance 
from the mam conamumcation system 

Anchored on these two criteria villages weare spht into three classes as 

follows 


(a) Separated by river 

(b^ Away from the communication system, and 
(c) Close to the commun cation system. 

Distance and Motivation *“7116 mot'vaPonal structure of the villagers 
according to distance from the main lines of conimimication appears in Table 
No 4 2 given below 


TABLE No 4 2 

Seneral Motivation in relation to distance 


Distance 

Separated 
by river 

Distant 

Proximate 

Total 

Motivation 




MULSHI 

Mean motivation 

2006 

3081 

3i67 


Number 

63 

42 

183 

2S8 


PUaANDHAR 

Mean motivation 3467 3081 3102 

Number 60 104 248 412 


®ie results point Out that the difference in average motivation scon 
was significant only m villages separated from the mam lines of conimiimca 
tioa by nver The Piirandhar Taluha score for such villages was stgai&canth 
iu^er than its counterpart m Mulshs Taluka It is not surprising that there wau 
such a vast difference between the two Because Kumbhen and Chandi 
waU, the villages from Mulsht Taluka are s^arated by Mulshi Lake andthei 
by the hi^ moafttamus regions making psychological and physical comtnaai 
cation a much mcare difficult task On the contrary, K.odit from Purandhai 
Taluka, thouj^ detached by the nver, being a large slaed village could b< 
motivated for bett^ development 
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The difference m average moUvation bcoreb of villages at loni*' distance 
was negligible not only that but the motivation score of viliages in hlulbhi 
Taluka was slighty higher This observation was rather sunirismg Several 
factors have to be considered for the proper understanding of this une\Decs.ed 
observation Kumbhoslu a village from Purandhar Taluka tnoiigh a a longer 
distance from the transport facilities m Pi randhai i aliika is Quite close from 
the road belonging to a different Taluka As it is detached from “urandhar 
Taluka CDP m this Taluka had paid very hdle attention towards its develop 
ment 


Kumbharwalan and Bakh were the villages so much, engrossed m 
internal politics that the villagers paid very little -ittention towards their 
development 

In contrast was tlte village Pathershei nearly ten rndes from the trans- 
port facility detached bv the hi^^a hills f om Mu’shi Taiuka was sufficiently 
highly motivated This vlUge had the fortune to have the leadership of a 
political leader since long past \ a nous developmental works had been done 
because of his presence But though th.e motivation was high development did 
not appear to be in the same proportion as a new dam was to be consiructed 
and the village was going to be the worst sufferer and the villagers were likely 
to be required to shift with all their belongings to some other place Even then 
the morale of the villagers was very high 

Short distance villages also did not show a significant difference m 
average motivation scores Ttiis observation was also not surpnsing Tondal 
from Purandhar Taluka was a newly estabUshed locality Formerly it was 
adjacent to the construction of Veer Dan, thej old location was inundated 
under water and people had to establish themselves a new BLciice they were 
highly disappointed and had developed a feeling that tirieir development was 
now a difficult task On the contrary the entire Mul^i Taluka was fortunate 
to have a political leader who had sacrificed evc’^ything tor the cause of Inde 
pendence of the nation and worked with top political leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and ba*'dar Wallabbh ii Patel His presence 
and active participation m the development of the idluka had definitely helped 
increa^ the motivation of his village TJrawade Ihe general rise in the motiva 
bon of the entire taluka was due to nis political omnipresence in that Taluka 
Mahalunge and Mande being pretty close to Poona the\ showed a trend towards 
urbanisation All thise factors had contributed towards bndtjing tne gap bet 
ween average motivation score of both the Talukas 

Viiiage size & Motivation - There is a general tendency to criticise 
the Community Devdopment Organisation that usually the large s ^cd villages 
are given sufficient attention and the smaller ones are not. But tins difference 
was not se(.n m Talukas under consideration as shown n tabic Nu 4S 

given below 
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The table shows that within the taiuka there were almost no differon 
<■ ts in tile motivation seo' t-s. Similarly the mtirblocK comparison also pointed 
to the sante tact, that there w re almost no vaiiations whatsoever in the nioti 
vation store acioidiiif, to the sue of \iVage 

TABLF No 4 3 

General Motivation m relation to size 


Size 

Large 

Mf dmm 

Small 

Total 

Motivation 





MULSHI 





Mean motivation 

iZ 17 

3067 

29 95 


Number 

‘fS 

194 

S6 

288 

PURANDHAR 





Mean motivation 

32 39 

2993 

3179 


Number 

338 

00 

14 

412 


Age & Motivation 

India's CDP is an efton to motivate the young blood m the villages 
towards the acccptaiw e ot new ways of life and meeting the new challenges 
Tt IS necessary to point out that the overall motivation score in Purandhar and 
Mulshi Taluka wa'' low BotMulslu Taluk i score was not much 
lower than Puruntlhar Taluka score Table No 44 presents the following 
pictun of tlie spri ad ol motivation according to agr group 

Hie results in Uie table i>oini out Jhit the average motivation at all 
igi levels exeept the age range 66 67 in Purandhar villages was consistantly 
htghci than their respective counterparts in Mulshi Taluka But m no age 
^roiip diffeiences appeared to be significant Diffei cnees in groups 60-70 and 
71 and above were significant but they were likely to be the results of chance 
vanatioii is the number is very small m those age groups This showed that 
young and old ahUe were not much irotiyated towards tbejr own development 
or towards the df velopment of the community as a whole. 

Casts & Motivation — • 

The eftort of the CDP la the uplitt oi those village castes which were 
lagging far betund the rest of tire castes as a result of a social system based 
pnmanly on die functions performed and on the birth Hence it was necessary 
to know whether different castes showed any variations in their motivational 
structure The distribution of motivation according to caste is Shown in 
Table No 45 


The table shows that the depressed caste m Mulsi taluka had the 
highest motivation, whereas in Purandhar taiuka it was almost as high as the 
advanced and semi-advanced caste The motivation of the advanced and 
semi-advanced and similarly of the seiiu-backwird and backward castes in 
both talukas was almost the same Hence for better understanding of the 
dynamics of motivation the caste gioups wi re i educcci Lo three i c , advanced, 
backward and depressed keeping a&ide the religious caste When it was 
done It was found that the depressed and advanced castes appeared to have 
betterm oUvation than the backward castes 

Depressed e isle s motivation score was slightly higher in both talukas 
as compared to backward and scmi-backward castes It is a wellknown fact 
that intensified efforts wei t being made for tlie uplift of the depressed caste 
which includes Manar, Mang and Cham ir There is no wonder if they were 
bcttei than others But the difference was not as significant to state that they 
improved themselves considerably As comparrd to the input of efforts the 
output in the form of inc^'eased motivation was too low The interview revealed 
ihat because they constituted the mmonty they wert tenibly afra'd of the 
political majority of the Marathas Ihev were afraid that if they worked hard 
for their own improvement anti also for the improvement of their community 
they were likely to be severely punished by the Maratha community which 
was in the majority The corapa’'ative picture of the two talukas was rather 
too, dark that there were no Significant differences m the motivatioa 

Financial Status and Motivation » 

It IS usually expu-ted that -die out iirho has more money is tempted 
to accumulate more money e his acquisitive drive comes into prominancc 
Fhe attempt was mane to see li those who were financially well off were 
motivated more for improvementl Table No 46 depicts the relationship 
netween Emancial status and motivation 

Ihe avc^agts, m Hie table reveal that there was sij,mficanl difference 
between Purandhar and Mulshi taluka scores for the lowest income group 
People in this income group in the highly experimented upon area were much 
more motivated than their equals in the least experimented upon area This 
showed that the CDP had inculcated a dusire 4a them for upward mobility 
Those with income between Rs 600 and 2000 ^owed no significant improve 
ment The interviews revealed that they had the fru'-ttating expenences 
which had made them rather pessimistic about life People had come to believe 
that no efforts on earth were likely to change their present state of affairs 
The Rs. 2000-^000 group in the Purandhar Taluka showed higher motivation 
score than the Mulshi Taluka "It showed that those with higher income had a 
still better ideal for them I e , the stBl higher income group, hence they had 
the desire for stUl more improvement But the lecture at the highest income 
group rather disappointing The Mulshi taluka score was significantly 
higher than file Purandhar Taluka score. The report of interviews has to be 
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brought m for the explanation of this disappomtuig Obstruction IhL. villagus 
were a'^ked whether they wouM like to imitate, the performance of those who 
had improved their cond tions bj resorting to various method'? Several of the 
villagers had reported, under the presumption, of their improvement that they 
need not imitate others but reverse is true This shows that thej had developed 
d feeling of complicency that they had attained tl e maMinum that was 
attainable Moreover their s being the richest class ic the vilHge , tneTe was 
no other higher ideal which the\ could set lor themselves. NatinalU thert 
beang no further goal whale\er was the pioxima^'e goal has been achieved and 
it was taken to be the final goal tow irds which me r -itlempts were directect- 

When we think oi the general int tire o*' motivation m iiiatnn. to 
fiiiancnl Siatusmeri. consideration of the, r desire to nchiuv'’ more is not enough 
In fact the debirc for achjeveircnt in the context ct what has been aihieveU 
IS a better explanation of tin. motivational struLturc of the qroup which is 
subjected to intense experimentation It is a fact worth noting tnat in Mulslii 
tdluka 39 6 p c of the respondents wei e m the low income group i e , income 
between Rs 1 /- and 1000 But the percentage for the s ime mtome level in 
Purandhar Taluka was on^y 33 04 which was considerably lower •‘han that of 
Mulshi Taluka The situation was greatly reversed for the higher income group, 

1 e income between Rs 2000 and above The Mulshi Tahiki percentage was 
only 22 93 which was not even one-fourth of the total sample whereas in 
Purandhar Taluka the pen intage was 10 06, much highir than the correspon 
ding number in Mulshi Taluka constituiing even more than otie-third of the 
total sample This shows that a great number of villagers from Purandhar 
T iluka had crossed theceu ng since tire inception ot the CUP from low income 
group to the high income group Tnis also»points to the fact that the villagers 
were motivated to achieve more but them irrpioved financial condition failed 
to motivate them still further To put it m olhf'r words they had shifted from 
a lower level stagnation to a higher level stagn ition, though the purpose was 
to replace stagnation by dynamism 

Educational Status & Motivation — 

It is a general supposition that the educational height leads to higher 
aspirational hon7ons. Due to education the individual becomes sensitive to 
the developments going on around him Ht comts in contact with the rest of 
the world Hence it is nece^ary to see whether education could have its 
impact on the motivational structure of villagers The relationship between 
educational standard and motivation is shown in Table No 4 7 

It can be seen that the av^^age motivation scoie in both the talukas 
showed a pcsitive acceleration as the educational status had gone on increasing 
Moreover to a great extent it is apparent that the Purandhar Taluka score was 
consistently higher than the Mulshi Taluka score But the differences were not 
significant at any level of education 
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TABLE No 4 6 

General Motivation m relation to imancial status 


Financial status 

\to 

501 to 

1001 to 

2001 to 

3001 to 


Motivation 

600 

1000 

2000 

3000 

6000 


MULSHI 

Mean motivation 

24 22 

3145 

3146 

30 66 

3360 


Number 

25 

90 

106 

35 

32 

288 

PURANDHAR 

Mean motivation 

3022 

3166 

3198 

33 18 

3168 


Number 

36 

96 

129 

76 

76 

412 


TABLE No 4 7 

Educational status & Motivation 


Education 

Motivation 

Illite 

rate 

Read but Read& 1 to 

not write write 4 

6 to 

8 

9 to 

SSC 

College 

Total 

MULSHI 

Mean motivation 

3012 

3166 

3088 

8178 

33 76 

36 20 

0 00 


Number 

188 

9 

8 

59 

24 

5 

- 

288 

PURANDHAR 

Mean motivation 

3044 

32 38 

3306 

3207 

33 66 

84 16 

36 60 


Number 

130 

8 

16 

126 

111 

16 

6 

412 
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IlliterftCjr was a great handicap m the ways acquinng knawleage 
The literary media of communication were ineffective for them Because of 
illiteracy they could not be in communion with others as regards the exchange 
of knowledge Henre motivating the illiterates was a difficult task 

As we look to the other end of the educational status we find that the 
motivation of the educated was sufficiently higher than the motivation of the 
illiterates and lowly educated community But the motivation scores in Mulshi 
and Purandhar Talukas did not differ signitirantiy from each other It is quite 
apparent that those with suffic ent education do not need the help of any exter 
nal agency to awaken them in the acceptance of the new way of life Hence 
CDP IS of very little use in awakening he educated class That they are 
educated itself is an mdicaton of their strong desire to accept the new ways of 
life It 13 no wonder even if the motivation score of educated community in 
both the Talukas was the same 

Motivational structure m fact should be understood in the context of 
the number of persons in each group 62 62 percent of the Purapdhar Sample 
constituted the literate class with formal education varying trom 1st standard 
to college educa ion whereas the percentage of the same class in Mulshi Taluka 
was only 3066 This points to the fact that educational achievements m 
Purandhar Taluxa were more than twice that of Mulshi Taluka This no doubt 
was the contribution of Community Development Programme In Mulshi Taluka 
69 34 percent of the population had still remained illiterate if those who could 
just read or write were taken as nearly illiterate*? But this section m Purandhar 
Taluka constituted only 37 38 percent 

Por the understanding erf motivation m reUtion to education it is 
nece^ary to know that a number of villagers from Purandhar Taluka had mi 
grated to the urban areas They were enabled to do so to a considerable extent 
because of their educatioual achievements One must admit that in the absence 
of motivation for further achievement, they couldnot have migrated to the 
urban influences Hence while trying to understand the relationship between 
education and motivation it iS necessary to think of motivation in the context 
of present achievements in the field of learning and their migration which is the 
result of education and motivation 

The discussion leads us to conclude that though the motivational stfu 
cture, in the most experimented upon villages had not undergone a radical 
change still we will be denying the facts if it is regarded that there were no 
changes at alh 

In the beginning of this chapter it was stated that the motivation had 
been split into two types viz egoistic motivation and altruistic motivation The 
CO relation between them was found to be 21 in Purandhar Taluka and 26 in 
Mul^ Taluka This shows tiaat these two had very low co relation and they 
were not statistjcally sagmficant. Thenr^ihcatioii-is that independent efforts 
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should be made to develop egoistic as well *is altruistic motivation Concentra 
tion on one will not necessarily lead to an enhancement of the other 

The picture about the changes m motivational structure after mtensiTe 
efforts for a period of fifteen years did not appear to be much encouraging 
What we aimed at was an accelerated change through the agency of CDP 
But what we have achieved was just a change without accu-leratton Intensified 
efforts have not been fructified It appeared that the villagers had not detached 
themselves fully from the belief that they were beyond rraprovemenl The 
Villagers lacked motivation for their self improvement even The chronic habitn 
ation With the inferior type of behaviour patterns had led to, perhays the lack 
of awareness of the possibility of a higher order behaviour pattern VI hat needs 
to hu done is that a taith should be omit in them ♦hat they are the makers of 
their future, that their future is bright and that they art capable ot that 
achievemt nt 



CHAPTER V 

STYLE OF LIFE 

The most striking event or process in our present day 
culture IS change Every culture pattern is conh 
nually being altered and, in turn, moulds the 
personalities of its members However, it is m the 
realm of material objects that this change is most 
drastic and noticeable By contract the world of values, ideas, attitudes, and 
behaviour is essentially conservative It is the job of social scientists particularly 
social psychologists— to develop msights into this phenomenon of social change 

The winds of change have reached the rural interiors of India and are 
shaking the structure of tradition Great efforts are being made in the dnve for 
development and at the head of this dnve are the efforts of the Government — 
the GDP Odturally our society, particularly the Hindu section, has always 
relied mainly on God for succour under conditions of great stress. The villager 
has faith m the Supernatural would feel lost and insecure without his 
dependence on it, and is generally resigned to his loL He has a rigid fatalistic 
attitude towards change His reliance on God Fate and the Unseen is much 
greater than on anything he comes across in his work a day life It is 
frequently alleged that people have been frequently aj^roadied with a heipiDg 
hand, but they seem to have refused it Better seeds and agricultural 
implements are supposed to have been si?)plied to the farmers but they do not 
utilise them Educational ofBcials are there to educate people, but die people 
prefer to remain uneducated Doctors and visitors are aniaous to serve the 
patients but rural folks prefer village quacks to qualified doctors Co operatwn 
of the people is sought to ameliorate the all round living conditions but non* 
cO"operatioa is the greatest stumbling block faced bv the Government agencies. 
In short, people refuse to be helped when help is most needed. "I 

There is still little tolerance for new ways of thinking and doing To 
quote Professor Dube, m Indian village ' If people are asked to choose 
between tradition and progress tradition would perhaps be their mstmctive 
choice, although a second thought might induce them to take a few hesitating 
steps in the direction of change ’ 2 This is the traditional type of social umveise 
which IS subjected to planned change by the CDP 

It IS doubtful whethentis pi^ibieto bnng about social change through 
rational planning On the whole it seems very difficult to mtroduce ihanges of 
wide scope in areas sanctioned by usage and tradition ' Attitudes, as enduring 
residuals of the eispenences of the individual, tend to constrict, conserve and 
stabilize his world Bat men cannot live completely autistic hves m worlds of 

1 Dr Radhanath Rath Presidanrtal address Indian Sciencv Congress t9S5 

2 Carl C Taylor Oou^ss EnsiBin^nr Halan W Jaliraon jaan joycs India* kooa of 
Danoowy P W 
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their own making The world *out side* does move, and all men, m varying 
degree are responsive to changes in the world about them As they strive to 
catch up with this changing world, they find themselves with ease or with deffi* 
cnlty, with ready acceptance or with extreme reluctance - changing their 
attitudes This ts the individual and psychological accompaniment of social 
change ”3 More important than understanding the problem of social change, 
IS the problem of resistance to change For the social Scientists the problem 
IS one of understanding resistance to change, and e^eciaJiy one of knowing 
how to weaken the resistance ^ An oft repeated statement of the elite and 
educated members of underdeveloped countries is that the masses do not want 
to change^ that they are apathetic Statements are made by persons deeply 
interested in the development of the masses that the villages of their society 
are stagnant not only physically and economically but psychologically ” * 
There are many evidences that the providing of amenities with mmusmm 
contributions from local communities, has failed to validate the assumption that 
the securing of community amenities is an adequate or self generating motive 
for community development Much less is it a stimulant to increase production, 
the responsibility for which rests more upon individual or family or for small 
speciai-interest-group achon than it does on total local community action 
T^ere is almost universal evidence that when amenities such as community 
halls or other physical structures aie provided solely, or even mainly as free 
gifts from Government these amenities fail to stmulate communities to greater 
rffort, or even to stimulate them to make constructive use of the facilities which 
have been given them. The statement shows that what needs to be remedied is 
the psychological aspect more than the material aspect of community develop 
meat It is the style of life of a villager whith is a significant resistant though 
not the only, to chage and if it could be weakened we will have made a 
headway towards the attainmet of the objectives of CDP 

Style of life of an mdnidual finds its exprc^on in the society by way 
of his attitudes A major factor, for diversity in the influence of groups on our 
attitudes IS the existence of individual difference m style of life In order to 
understand the impact of CDP on the rural society the role of style of life m 
the functioning of attitudes should be examined. In static societies relatively 
few social changes occur over a long period of time, whereas m advanced 
societies they occur at a much accelerated rate The gradient of social change 
according to the degree of advancement of the society is a function of the 
proportion of anti'change and pro change persons in the society The 
attitudes towards change vary along a conservative liberal continuum, i e 
opposing and favouring change Whether generalized attitudes towards change 
exist, K a problem worth investigation Fortunately, several social psycholo 
geits have attempted aa understanding into this area and most of them agree 
that attitudes towards aicial change do have a fair degree of generality or 

S, KrecTt BaEtacheji Indlvidua} In Sooecr* P 21S 

4 Carl C Tairtet Doajlas Ejwmtngeqr Helan W Johnson Jean Jijyce India j Rook of 
DemocrsiEy toRxintns ltd 

Cnlcwn, NwO^bi. ?*S23, 



laternal consistency ^ot the present thesis the terms conservative and liberal 
have been substituted by traditional and modern respectively, with a middle 
category of transitionals signifying those who are on their way to modern style 
of life Folbwmg is the operational characterization of the styles of life 
mentioned above 

Traditional ?«Tractitional person is represented by one who ^ws 
remarkable reliance on God, Pate and the Unseen for the satisfaction of his 
needs > one having a few needs requiring interdependence and no desire to 
participate m the community activities Adult and woman’s education is a 
waste for them and they have full faith in the caste hierarchy 

Transitional —Transitional person is naturally the one who acts 
partially like a modern, but who retains many of the types of behaviour and 
attitudes of the traditional He is somewhere in between the two eaitremcs 

Modern — Modern person is the symbol of various modern influences 
He has developed the attitude of cnhcal understanding He does not have 
blind faith m the Supernatural He no longer depends on fate for the 
satisfaction of hia needs He has enough of self reliance and a large repertoire 
of needs involving interdependence He believes m others’ sincenty of efforts, 
education is a must for adults and women and caste hierarchy has lost its value 
for him 

Daniel Lerner in his " The passing of Traditional Society ”, has used 
the same classification of the style of life But his criteria are different from 
those used in this classification The persons interrogated by Danid Lremer 
are typed as " traditional ’ “ transitional * and "modern ’ , by criteria of die 
extent to which, and the ways m which they respond to various media of 
communication like newspaper, radio, etc These criteria have almost no place 
in the lives of our villagers either because they have not reached tiiem or even 
if they have reached physically they have not created any psychological impact 
on the villages due to various ’■easons 

In the present survey the interviewees were classified into the above 
mentioned categories on the basis of their response to the folio wmg questions^ 

1) What do you do for the satisfaction of your unfulfilled desires ^ 

< a ) Rely on God 

( b ) Pulfill them with the help of others 

(c) Fulfill them by working hard 

( d ) Others 

2) What are your feelings about the Government servants 7 

( a ) They come to the village because they receive salary and 
allowances 

( b > In their coming to the village we are also benefited 

(c) They come to the village because of thetr desire for opr 
im|>rovement 
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What have you to say about your role m the village developinent? 
( a ) Development of village takes place automatically 
( b ) Development of village will take place if everyone improves 
his oivn house. 

( c ) All must pay special attention to the village development 

What ^ouldbe the role of the Government m village development? 
( a ) Village development will take place if the Government 
always gives financial aid, 

( b ) Government aid and the efforts of villagers both are required 
for village development 

( c ) The villagers themselves are capable of developing theor 
villages 

Which remedies do you use if some one is ill in your faxtuly 7 
( a ) Pray God and chant mantras 
( b ) Take medicines from eispmenced old persons 
( c ) Depending on the occasion take medicines from the mqien 
enced old persona or from the doctor 
( d ) Approach the doctor immediatdy 

What do you thmk is the cause of epidemics ? 

( a ) God’s will 

( b ) Absence of cleanliness m the villages and God’s will both 
( c ) Only absence of cleanliness and contagion 

Who IS supposed to be responsible for maintaining clean village 
latrines, drainages and wells 7 
( a ) Government alone 
( b ) Government and villagers 
( c ) Villagers alone 

What do you feel about birth control ? 

{ a ) Children are a God’s gift Therefore, it is futile to make 
efforts towards birth control 

( b ) If we resort to birth control, ourcondihon i.s hkely to improve 
( c ) Birth control is absolutely essential for our development 

What are your views about women’s education ? 

( a > Gmiig education to women is filing the family life 
{ b ) If educatxon is given to women they are likely to be 
benefited 

( c > Education for women is absolutely essential 

) Is adult education a * must ’ m your village ? 

( a ) Bducsdiott during old age is a waste 
( b ) If diey are educated, they are likely to be beaefitted. 

( c ) Education for adults is absolutely essential. 
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(11) What are your feelings about untouchables 7 

( a ) Brahmins and untouchables are basically different 
Therefore, there is no likelihood of any improvement among 
the untouchables 

( b ) If untouchables are given the opportunity they are hkely to 
improve 

( c ) There is absolutely no basic difference between Brahmins 
and Untouchables. Therefore if efforts are made the untou 
chabies can definitely develop as much as the Brahmins 
have 

(12) Do you believe in the caste hierarchy ? 

Every question had three alternattves agnifying traditional* transiti 
oaal and modem attitude Scores were given to every question the range of 
scores being l to 3 per question The low scores mdicated tradihonal attitude 
and the high modern The range of scores for the entire block of questions* 
was 12 to 36 The entire range was divided into 3 groups as follows 

(a) 12-19 — Traditional 

(b) 20 ''28 — Transitional 

(c) 29 - 36 — Modern 

The class of transitional was further sub-dmded into three groups in 
order to make the observations still more meaningful 


(a) 

20-33 — 

Low transitional 

(b) 

23 - 26 — 

Middle transitional 

(c) 

26 - 28 — 

High transitional 


This classification makes the interpretation more sentitive In addition 
to knowing the proportion of traditionals* transitionals and moderns in the 
society, the trends also could be perceived If the proportion of high tranaitio- 
oals was g-eater in a taluka, it could be said that though not at present 
at least m the near future the probability of its being converted into a modern 
Styled social group was very high 

Distrihution of styles of life in the sample — 

Interviewing 700 villagera, a cross-section of the adult male population 
belonging to most espenroented upon Furandhar taluka and least eKperim^ 
ted upon Mulshi taluka a very interesting distribution of styles of life was 
observed Quernes as to the questions pertaining to the personality structure 
revealed that nearly three quarters of villagers from Purandhar taluka (exactly 
72.82 p«cettt ) and 86 78 percent of villagers from Mulshi taluka formed the 
middle class, 1 e, the transitiohal style In Puraadhar taluka the proportion 
of traditionals was too low* i e }ust 2 IS percent but ita equivalent m Mul^t 
t s hAa constituted 7 29 perceitt This shows that a very small number of 
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Villagers m Purandhar taluka had remained to be influenced by the CDP 
As regards preparing the villagers for the aect ptance of modern attitudes 
Purandhar taluka could be said to have made much more advance as compared 
to Mulshi taluka Moderns constituted onefourth of the sample in Purandhar 
talukat vfhereas in Mulshi taluka they coistituted only *< 94 percent 

The entire distribution of styles of life shows that Purandhar taluka, 
which has been under the influence of GDP for the last fifteen years had 
made significant advance The proportion of traditionals had gone down const 
derably and of Moderns increased as compared to Mulshi taluka 

In order to study how far the differences between the most expert 
mented upon and least experimented upon talukas were significant the 
X2 test was applied and the X2 45 46 had been found to be significant at 0 06 
level If we expect the class of traditionals to disappear completely, it will mean 
expecting too much by way of contribution from the CDP It is important to 
know that m societies where a large percentage of the population have become 
modern and even a larger percentage are m transition that there are definite, 
isolated islands of traditionals.’ 5 

The classification of transitionals into three sub groups is shown in 
Table No 5 1 The transitionals exhibit a combination of attributes associated 
with traditiona.1 as well as modern styles of life Hence the classification into 
sub-groups IS highly significant When we studj the data critically we find that 
the proportuin of low transitionals was lower in Purandhar taluka as compared 

TABLE No 5 1 

Sub-divisiOQ of transitionals 


Style of life 

1 

1 

u 

05 

g 

11 

ST 

pH 
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transitional 

m 

47 

Mid. 

transrtional 

124 

118 

High. 

transitional 

70 

135 

Total 

24? 

300 
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to Its proportion in MulsHi taluka Middle transitiona's also revealed similar 
trend but the picture was reversed at the other extreme \ e , high transitionals 
The proportion of high transitionals in-as much greater m Purandhar taluka tbfin 
in Mulshi taluka The 15 20 had been found to be significant at 0 Oo level A 
3 oint consideration of the distribution into the three mam classes viz tradi 
boual transitional and modern and the sub groups viz low transitionals 
middle transitionals and high transitionals is quite interesting One can say 
without any sort of hesitation that the Community Development Programme 
had not only led to an increase in the percentage of modems in Purandhar 
taluka but had increased the proportion of high transitionals also When both 
talukas are compared with each other for the trend towards modernity it can 
be said that Purandhar taluka showed a consistent tendency towards modern 
style of life over Mulshi taluka ligure -6 1 shows that in Purandhar taluka 
middle transitionals constituted a greater proportion than the low transitionals 
and high transitionals were m even greater proportion than the middle transi 
tionals In Mulshi taluka though the proportion of middle tranisationals was 
greater than the low transitionals still at the upper end, i e the high transi 
tionals the situation was reversed The proportion of high transitionals was 
lower than the middle transitionals The Joint consi derat on of Table 
Nosl 5 I and 5 2 reveals that the CDP had not only prepared a fixed 
percentage of moderns but also a tread towards the modern style of life 
It had|created the potentiality to be modern amongst the villagers Also it can 
be said that the gap between Mulshi taluka and Purandhar taluka was suffici 
ently wide which was the result of the difference m the period of experimenta- 
tion, and it had to be bridged 

Distance and Style of Life - 

CDP is always criticised for bemg favourably inclined towards those 
villages which are close to the taluka headquarter and for being negligent to 
■wards those which are away i e , the ones which are favourably situated from 
the main lines of communication are given sufficient attention, whereas those 
which are situated in the interiors are rather ignored, It is necessary to test 
the hypothesis given above 

Inter block disparity in style of life as a function of the availability o 
the means of commumcatioa is shown in Table Wo 5 2 It can very easily be 
seen from the table that the mter-block disparity was much more than the 
Ultra block disparity Itcan be said that the villages ui Purandhar taluka at 
every category of distance were definitely better placed than their respective 
equals m Mulshi taluka Out of the 60 respondents from villages separated by 
nver in the most experimented upon taluka no one had remained traditional 
whereas there were 10 out of 63 such respondents from the least experimented 
upon taluka The number of trausitionals coustituted a smaller fraction in 
Purandhar At the other extreme, i e modern style the situation was just the 
reverse of the situation at the traditional level Moderns were 16 m Putandhar 
whereas there was none m Mulshi taluka It is crethtable to the CDP that tven 
m difficult places people could be taught to accept the modern attitudes towards 
various problems of life 
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TABLE No 5 2 

Style of life according to distance 
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ages at a longer physical distance from the comm mication system 
I minor traces of traditionahty In both taluka‘i traditionals consb 
minor percentage But the gap between the two samples with 
e conversion of traditional and tranationals into moderns was 
vide Moderns, m villages at longer distance m Pnrandhar taluka, 
*0 92 percent but in Mulshi taluka they were only 4 76 percent 

P had become successful in reducing the proportion of traditionals 
s which are easily approachable by rail or road They constituted 
ecent in Purandhar and 4 92 percent in Mulshi taluka 

intra-biock disparity was not as much as was the mter-block 
Even then in Purandhar taluka itself one can find that the villages 
side were particularly cared for and those in the interior were 
aored To a certain extent, it can be said that villages which were 
I of help because of their detached location had been least benefited 

the whole, it can be said that the CDP had done lustice to all 
spective of distance, though with little more concentration on the 
ch are better located 

ft and Sty}« of kfe;— 

is usually reported that the CDF had attended to large sized villa- 
lan the small sized ones. Table No 5 3 shows the.imk between the 
isonality typology and size of the village. An examination of the 
, that size of village was unquestionably a factor to be considered 
andmg the impact of CD''* on personality change Inter-taiuka 
s revealed that size forsize, Purandhar taluka was definitely a better 
t the Mul^ taluka with respect to changes in the styleof life In 
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TABLE No 53 

0f hfe aocordmg to the size oi the village 

ULSHI PURANBHAR 


lages irrespective of vanation la size, m Purandhar taluka, were 
anced than la Mulshi taluka. But loter-block comparison alone 
yt the correct understanding of the influence of size on change 

0 consider the inter village di^anty m addition 

randhar and Mulshi talukas size and traditionahty m the style 

1 to be inversely related i e larger the size smaller was the 
aditionals in the village At the transitional level the distnbu 
be hke the one expected by the normal probability curve, t e., 
ges at the extreme and high rat at the medium size of the village 
proportion of moderns the distributions were different m both 
irandhar taluka the nmderns in small sized village constituted 
whereas they were only 10 percent in the medium sized villages 
^e was maximum m the large azed villages On the whole, the 
ve was reversed Ihe higher proportion of moderns m small 
Tight be because the number of respondents was very small and 
ar sample there was only one small sized village Hence, such a 
on of moderns might have been a matter of chance In 

emed to be a consistent tendency towards increase m the size 

consideration of the mter-block disparity and inter-viUage dis* 
e to conclude that the statement made by some of the observers 
ad Ignored the small sized villages completely and concentrated 
Sized villages did not fit into the facts At the mrat it can be 
was a gradience of concentraboa of effort^ with maximum on 
ages and minimum on small sized villages Irres|iective of inten 
nentation it can be seen that large sized villages showed the 
irtion of moderns followed by medium sized and small sized m 
IS very likely that large sized villages had a greater devdop- 
al which, if concentrated upon, was likely to yield petcephMe 
might have tempted the development machinery to coacentrate 
for tber development. 
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Age and Style of Life 

Analysis of the influence of age on style of life or personality type ts given 
tn Table No. 6 4 It is usually observed that the aged parsons are more rigid m ail 
respects as compared to the middle aged and younger ones Attitude are no 
exception to this general observation It is very difficult to introduce changes 
in attitudes or styles of hfe which people are used to The grown upa are 
usually more resistant to change than the younger ones la the pr^eat study 
it was observed that those who were 66 years of age and above did not 
entertain the modern style of life at all There was no one m both the talukas 
with modern personality type It may be because they were at the fag end 
of their hfe and they did not feel it necessary to change they were not 
psychologically prepared for readjustment Since the attitudes we form are so 
Ultimately hound up with the information we have stored about various objects, 
it IS not surprising that there is parallel evidence to suggest that attitudes also 
tend to become more stable-we might even say “ rigid ’’-as individuals grow 
older The shape of the distribution of styles of life changes quite steadily 
as we move towards older and older slices irf the population which is Signi 
fmantly different from that of the distribution observed m the lower ^ices of the 
population as can be seen m Table No 6 5 in which the subjects had been 
divided into two groups, i e , those above 45 years of age and fliose below 45 
years of age Rgure 5 2 shows the distribution of personality type according 
to the age groups given above. 

Both the groups - above and below 45 years -showed a distribution 
on the scale that was relativelv bell shaped with fair proportions locating 
themselves m central or transationai region of the scale but a very minor 
proportion at the extremes, i 6, traditional and modern In Purandhar 
faluka the appearance of the distribution was somewhat changed, though the 
change was not so noticeable as wSl turn the bell shaped distribution mto 
C ^aped distnbution However, the change was fairly noticeable The 
change in the age group bdow 45 years was more marked than the change 
m the age group above 45 years This shows that the older ^ces of the 
population were more resistant to change than the younger slices. The pro- 
portion of the moderns was considerably increased and that of tran^houals 
decreased m the below 45 years age group as compared to the second half of 
the population 

The results obtamed in the inv^tigahon were not m the least surpns- 
ing, firs* because the CI>P aims at generating the urge for devebpment among 
those whose personahties show the signs of plasticity, i e. the younger 
generahon whose behaviour can be remoulded by being m psychological 
coimnumcatwa with them Secondly, older people have enough of experience 
at their credit which has enabled them to develop certain attitudes, which have 
beaime sufficiently rigid as a result of their long standing a^ociatioa with 
Qmse attitudes We would be expecting too much if we desire them to readjust 
to the changes and shun the njpdity which they have shared these 

nr*. 
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table No 6 s 

St^le of Life according to age 


J L S H 

1 


P U R A N 

D H A 

R 

Above 

Below 



Above 

Below 


45 

4S 

Total 


46 

45 

Total 

years 

years 



years 

years 


11 

10 



1 

8 

9 

93 

149 



101 

199 

300 

10 

10 



22 

81 

lOS 

116 

m 

288 


124 

288 

412 


Id of life,™* 


la caste structure is regarded to be roamly re^nsible for most 
ugh not all, in the society Several studies have been, conducted 
on to demonstrate inhibitary influence of caste on our develop- 
il change Since Ind^eodence various regulations have been 
eicplicit intention of elimioatmg caste system its^f from tiie 
t up Even then the caste structure has remained and it would 
expect the disappearance, of the grand cdd disease of caste 
toi»d a close association with us over centuries, in such a short 
it present it is necessary to know the role that the caste system 
iX rural development 

lationship between caste and style of hfe has been depicted in 
About caste it can be noted that in the heart of the rural man 
an important place. The pattern of distribution shown m Table 
tgure 5 3 reveals that the people belonging to different caste 
improved ail alike It shows that the advanced caste has still 
tion even with respect to the changes in the style of life. When 
were compared with each other in both talufcas one could note 
no traditioaals in the advanced caste, i e , the Brahmins They 
nicest percentage as moderns. No other caste group had such 
ge of moderns as the advanced caste had. It does not mean 
ad contributed towards their development These people were 
ed and then premous advancement itself was enough for their 
life There was no nece^ity of any external energizing factor 
ss 

mi-advanced castes also had retained tb^r position next to the 
The comparison, of traditionals and moderns in Mui^ and 
ka, with their respective counterparts showed that m the highly 
pon ^oup the proportion of traditionals had considerably gone 
of moderns increased The traditionals in this caste group m 
ir^e roughly four times thit of the Purandhar taluka and the 
s in Mul^i taluka to Purandhar taluka was rou^ly 1 44f It 
t the ?uraa<ikiar Ohnnumity had made agsificant advance,^ 
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The ranks of senu-backward Backward and Depressed caste groups 
seemed to have reversed the Depressed caste group occupying the fu:st position 
followed by Backward and Semi-backward m that order with respect to distri- 
bution of style of life The proportion of traditionals was least and moderns 
highest in the Depressed caste group People belonging to this group appeared 
to have made the maximum possible use of the opportunity that was provided 
to them by the CDP Also it was very likely that m trying for the betterment 
of this community (Scheduled castes) other cast^ were ignored by the Govern- 
ment as a result they had suffered a set back 

The Religious castes have made advances and their rank was next to 
the Semi-advanced castes But they constituted a group (Muslims) which could 
not be compared with the rest of the castes, as the cnterian of discrimination 
with respect to this group was religion and not caste 

Financial status and Style of life 

Another factor which should be recognized in relation to personality 
change is the financial status of a person The reletiooship between financial 
status and style of life is brought out in Table No 5 7 and figure 64 It can 
be seen that all income groups m the Experimental group^ had made sufficient 
progress as regards a change m their styles of life The proportion of 
transitionals had decreased in all income groups in comparison with their 
respective equals m the Control group From the graphs it appears that the 
financial status and improvement m the personality have direct relation^p, 
1 e higher the income greater is the proportion of moderns in that group 
The high income groups in both the talukas had the highest proportion of 
moderns and then proportion went on decreasing as we decended toward the 
low income group Income and the proportion of traditionals vary inversely 
with each other, with minimum of traditionals in the highest mcome group, 
maximum m the lowest income group and the middle ones occupying middle 
positions, m both talukas with the single exception of Rs 600-1000 inccme 
group having no traditionals 

Villagers in the high income group cat! afford to be m communica- 
tion with the rest of the world, they can be m close inter action with the wider 
social stimulus situation which was likely to have its impact on their attitudinal 
world The lower income group is busily engaged m th6 efforts for mere 
subsistence It does not have time, energy and money to think of various 
other aspiects of life For them the world is stable changes do not aff«:t 
their perceptual field ultimately helping them in being static What is needed 
IS the opportunity to think about something which is above the subsistence 
directed efforts their perceptual field should be widened. Then only their 
athtudes are likely to be re^aped In short, it can be said that the group 
which deserves stimulation in the direction of change had not received it in 
the appropriate proportion hence though it had improved, the improvement 
was ilot marked, it did not reflect the accelerated development, the objective 
OftbcCD^ 
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H I , !( i; w ulfs^i J» rtia nit W tluiatioR poriwss* of 

n't fi ti nhM n i! osi i.>f feriK il irt'ttrm tit nv ihat lift provided 

n 1 1 ) ft is i is* t > 1 5.1p a pi s.>n lO ihs if,irt^ his attjtu itb and niodurajS' 
inj^ h stv'is »,f I ts! i uPjt'AjJj If fdrt»»’d bt rtm^nibtrfd that cducitjos 
tls f ^ iia > of WH^htr this funifion ha been “jervcd by 

ihr enp la ? bi V en sti lahii, ’^o 5 8 and f (i«rc. 5^ Irom the data prabented, 
tf f jii tt rlraf that tht propofiioa of modern^ had gone on jucreasing as 
{[jft bvil ol cdjtattufl wa-> in rcastd Tht averse relattonshtp ^las seen 
hitwin-si rdmat^on andthf profiortioa ul tradiUosaiiti- in the population The 
j^radiim of modennratioa was oheemd in t-siitrim-istsl as well as control 
j,roujn *itatos for si itits (tdotationh Purandliar taluka was definitely 
superior to Mi Hu taluka as rtgards niodermzaton at all status levels# except 
ihc lywir stratum of education If the setie of simiUnty is used, (those who 
can jufst read hot not write being almost as good as illiterates) the illiterate 
cUss. did not show any improvement m its outlook, naj, it had detenorated. 
This shows that the class which needed revision m its attitude had become 
more Jigirl and was more resistant to change The highly educated class 
had. no necessity of any external mobilising agency for its improvement Its 
present level of achievemtnt itscU in the form of education was a motivation 
for thcir further advanctment 

The picture as a whole was that of improvement m the style of life 
The highly favoured classes m all respects, had either helped themselve or 
had been helped by the CDP in their further betterment, but those who were 
on the lowi^t step of the ladder had remained to be helped though they were 
in need of such help from the external agency of change Oovernmeot of 
India aimed at reducing the gulf between the advanced and the backwards by 
helping the undeveloped towards development This purpose did not appear 
to have been served as the present survey reveals. 



CHAPTER VI 


COMMUNITY MINDEDNESS 

We hardlj come across any piCve of literature on 
community development that does not refer to the 
development of community mmdtdncst. This should 
not surprise us as the development of community 
mindcdness is the explicit purpose of CDP Cocnmu 
mty Development is the method and Rinat Extension the agency through 
which the Five Year Plan seeks to initiate a process of transformation of the 
social and economic life of the villages ’ was the statement made by the 
Government at the time when the CDP was launched in 1962 The statement 
implies that exploitation of the potential capacit es of the masses is one of the 
most Significant factors in rura’ development There can be no disagreementi 
that one cannot lead a purely self centered life, that one’s selfish interests 
are better protected only if altruistic needs are cared for , that community 
mindedness - the life of perennial social interaction is the only way of adjust- 
mentwith the advanced modern world The basic objective of the CDP 
is to generate community participation to solve the problems of our village 
societies It may be said that the Indian rural society cannot be expected 
to have a well developed community mindedness as it had learned to satisfy 
Its hroited repertoire of needs in the multi functional joint family Usually 
the people do not have to break the shd! of the family and depend on the 
society at large for the satisfaction of their needs Without much exaggeration 
it can be said that the CDP had to start from the scratch, i e , from almost 
no awareness of community existence Now after the experiment for a period 
of fifteen years it is necessary to see how far the Government has advanced in 
the attainment of its objectives 

First step m the understanding of the development of community 
mindedness is to study the awareness of the exis^’ence of the agency of 
change— the CDP The next stage is to understand what the villagers know 
about the objectives of the CDP if they know anything at all But just 
the awareness of the existence and objectives of CDP does not signify that 
community nandedness has developed It is necessary further to know 
whether the villager perceives the needs of the entire community being alike 
he has the ability to solve the problems of the community at large A person 
who^identifies himsdf maximally with the society can be said to have 
maximumjcomniunity mindedness as he is mc«t likely to take the needs of 
the society or community to be his own needs It can be said that community 
romdedneSs is m attitude of a person towards the society If a person is m 
psychological communication with the society then only he can be said to have 
^evekped comihomty mindedness The attainment of physical target need 
"1 nece^aniy imiicgte the deyelqpiueat of copamninty mindedness. The 
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Study of Bihar Community Projects published by the Institute of Public Admi 
nistration Patna University in 1957, entitled Report on attitude Survey 
Bihar Community Projects ” has attempted to assess the d^-velopment of 
community mindedness among the villagers The report states, ‘ the presence 
of community mindedness among the people was sought to be elicited by asking 
the Villagers whether there had been much’ some’ or ml’ progress m clean 
hness, health educational facili les neignbourliness, generation of self help 
and initiative improvements in roads and lanes drinking water supply standard 
of living irngation works and crop production Por all these are essentially 
social phenomena involving corporate ef ort which comd only flourish if the 
necessity for these had actually been felt by the people Favourable answers 
to all these questions would clearly indicate the generation of a General or 
Social Will or the existence of Commurity imndedness * 

The cntical analjrsis of the statement made above reveals that the 
criteria of community mindedaess in the survey do not show any relationship 
between them and community mmdedness I wonder how the improvement 
in roads and lanes or drinking water supply reveal anything about community 
mmdedness Even if the majority of respondents express that the improve- 
ments have taken place it does no necessarily follow that they have become 
community minded The Government has advanced huge funds of money for 
the construction of roads and improving drinking water supply It is very 
likely that in order to earn a greater income and attain a better standard of 
Imng the villagers might have volunteered themselves for the work Such a 
response on their part does not necessarily indicate anv community feeling 
Such inadequate criteria c an never lead us to the understanding of the develop 
meot of community mmdedness 

Very recently, the research project on the ‘ Awa eoess of Community 
Development in Village India” was undertaken by the National Institute 
of Community Development, Hyderabad Three hundred and sixty five villages 
were chosen at random from all the sixteen states of the Union for the study 
The total number of respondents chosen at random from the voters’ list in 
these villages was 7 224 The r^pondents ana their villages were so drawn 
that they constituted a modified probability sample of the whole nation 

According to the above mentioned investigation the CDP had 
obviously made its impact on the villagers as far as awareness was concerned 
The level of awareness was not uniformly distributed all over the country 
Also it was observed m this survey that S6 00 percent of the respondents knew 
about the CDP by different names, For some the programme was know by 
the different functions that were performed by the programme It is 
understandable that the villagers preceived the programme through the fun- 
ctions that were performed bj the Block Development Programme and 
Panchayat Saimties. 

The present chapter concerns itself mth the study of the awareness of 
CDP, and in addition the development of community mmdedness Thepresence 
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of the awafeness of the existence and ohjectjve of the CDP amongst the villa- 
gers was sought to be elicited by asking wht(her they had heard anything 
about ihe CDP and if yes what are the objectives of the CDP Further for 
understanding of the deveioptnen*' of the awareness of communitj mindedness 
following questions were put to the interviewees 

What IS the biggest problem you are worried about at present ? 

Can you do anything to solve i* 7 If yes, what ? If no, why^ 

Whai IS the biggest problem that people m the same circumstaces as 
yourself are faced with at present ? 
a Can you help them to solve their problems ? 

If yes how 7 If no, why ? 

What IS the biggest problem that our nation is faced with at present 7 
Can you do anything to solve the problem our nation is faced with 7 
If yes, what ? If no why 7 

These questions not only enabled us to understand the development of 
community nundedness, out jn addition the gradient of community mmdedness 
also could be studied The relationship between the questions and community 
nundedness was based upon the following assumption 

(a) A person who has devoloped community mmdedness can alone 
perceive the needs of the community 

(b) Community mindedne^ ^ould be slightly higher in order to 
develop the feeling that he can as an mdivid al do something to 
solve their problems 

(c) To be aware of the problems faced by the nation breadth of per 
ception has to be considerably greater than that is needed for the 
awareness of the neette of the village community, i e , greater 
txrairaunity muidedness 

(d) One should develop a feeling of onen^s to a certain extent at 
least that one can do something as an individual to solve the 
problem of the nation 

These assumptions speak for the gradient of communi'y mmdedness 
the first indicating the least development of community mmoedness and the 
last masimum development The hypothetical diagramatic representation of the 
gradient of community nundedness can be seen m Figure 6 1 The peripheral 
circle represents maximum community mmdedness and tne central circle least 
community mmdedness, the intermediate circles occupsung mtermediat© posi- 
tions 

In order to study the development of community mmdedness the 
knowledge of the existence and objectives of the CDP is essential TaotaNo 6*1 
bnngs out the relative standing of Mulshi and Purandhar taluka with re-pect 
t-o "ate awareness of existence and objeeftyes of the CDP Fr-wn table it can 
Clearly he seen that the sl^i^ant changes had taken place m Forandluur 








( 60 ) 


taluka which were defioitely supenor to that m Mulahi taluka of the distri 
bution was found to be S6 46 sig'iificant at 0 06 level of significance In both 
the ta’ukas the percentage of respondents who wcretotalli unaware of the 
existence of the programme i e who had not even h'^ard its name was 
very low In Mulshi aluka such vi'lagers coastituicd one th rd of the sample 
whereas in Purandhar taluka onlj 22 81 percent had remained to be informed 
about the existence of the programme The rest of the 67 percen in Mulshi and 
77 IS percent in Purandhar were awaie of the CDP The distribution of such 
re^ondents was also quite interesting 16 63 percent of the respondents in 
Mulshi and 23 06 percent in Purandhar taluka were immediately next to being 
completely unaware of the existence of the programme Thev had a dim 
awareness of its existence They had just heard about some such agency of 
change which was functioning m their interest They did not know the exact 
functions of the programme 

As far as the awareness of objectives of the programme was con 
cerned it was observed that 61 37 percen*- from Mulshi and 64 percent from 
Purandhar taduka were aware of the objectives of the CDP But they differed 
from one another, as regards the degree of such awareness 41 32 percent of 
the respondents from Muishi and 2792 percent from Purandhar believed 
that providing material benefits was the objective These were the persons 
who stood at the lowest step of the ladder of awareness of objectives Providing 
material benefits was a means through whiv,h the objective had to be 
attained But the people included in this class had misunderstood the means 
for the objectives They felt that providing manures, improved seeds, etc 
were the only functions of the ODP Percentage of such respondents was 
lower in Purandhar taluka than in Mulshi taluka which showed that people 
in the most experimented upon group had crossed the narrow perception of 
the objectives of the programme. There was a cla^ of respondents which 
believed that m addition to the iraterial benefits the programme was meant 
for the uplift of backwaru classes This showed that the betterment of the 
communi y as an objective was perceived by them But such respondents 
constituted only 1 39 percent in Mulsni and 6 68 percent in Purandhar Per 
centage was low in both talukas but Purandhar taluka was definitely better 
than Mulshi taluka 3 47 percent of the interviewees from Mulshi taluka and 
16 78 percent from Purandhar taluka believed that *' All round development 
of Villagers ” was the objective of the CDP According to them uplift of 
backward classes was a part of the objectives but not everything of the 
programme Very few of the respondents nad realised that the programme was 
just a consulting agency, tha it was not meant primarily for giving any 
material assistance (3 82 percent from Mu^^i and 437 percent from Purandhar) 
and still fewer had understood the real objective of the CDP that it had been 
launched for the development of self reliance among the villagers (1 39 per 
cent from Mulshi and 0 49 from Purandhar) 

It was interesting to note that the CDP was known to the villagers bj 
different names, some recognized it as the Community Development Pro 
graoitoe, others as just a block office, others as Mamlatdar’s Office and sttU 
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others as Panchayat Office These vanations were based upon the contact 
of the village people with the different agencies of change ana their branches 

Sue of village m relation to awareness of existence and objective of 
Community Development P*'ogramme — 

At the outset the picture of ^he relationship between siae and awareness 
appeared ej^treinely disappointing as the percentage of interviewees, unaware 
of the existence of the programme m large sized villages m Purandhar taluka 
was larger ( 24 26 percent ) than m Mulshi taluka (15 31 percent ) nay tne 
petcentage of such respondents had gone on increasing m both talukas as the 
Tillages shrunk m size In case of medium sized villages it Qould be observed 
that the percentage of unaware villagers in Purandhar was much lower ( 13 33 
percent ) than in Mulshi ( 36 64 percent ) Same was the case with small sized 
villages - Purandhar 28 57 percent and Mulshi 48 60 percent This showed that 
those in smaller villages had become more aware of ihe progiamme than those 
in the larger villages But this illusory image d sappeared when the matter 
was further investigated Villages in Purandhar taluka irrespective of their 
size showed a consistently better awareness of the obji^ctivts of the programme 
^n comparison with their opposite numbers in Mulshi taluka 

In respect to simple awareness of existence of the programine i e. 
mere knowledge of the fact that there was some such agency of change without 
any insight into the objectives of the programme it was observed that size for 
Size the percentage of such respondents in both talukas was the same except 
for the medium sized villages m which the percentage of such villagers was 
7 69 m Mulshi and 31 66 in Purandhar It would be a premature derivation if 
I were to say that the medium seized viliages had been sufficiemly influenced 
by the Conarounity Development Programme 

The information had become more and more meaningful as the 
villagers were further interrogated about the specific objectives of the pro 
gramme As far as the fractional and secondary objectives of the programme 
were concerned hke 'material improvement Mulshi taluka appeared to be 
superior which could be seen from Ihe higher percentage of such respondents 
as compared to their respective equals m Purandhar taluka. All round 
development of villages, which is one of the significant and primary objectives 
of the programme, had been perceived as the main objective by a larger per- 
centage m vanous types of villages in Purandhar taluka than m Mulshi taluka 

Prom the distnbution ^own in the Table it could be seen that 
there was no cOnsistmt relationship between aze and the awareness of the 
objectives of the programme The argument that the small sized villages had 
been ignored by the programme did not find support in the present mvestiga- 
hoa. There was no consistent pattern of diS'^ribution to point out such a. 
relationship 
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^roxEmiCy to communication system and awareness 

Proximity to the system of commumca ion has been reported to be 
a significant variable in village development It is usj,al!y reported that the 
proximate ones can reap the benefits of the development efforts, whereas the 
distant ones are deprived of this facility Simply as a result of their physical 
isolation from the urban influences It was therefore, necessary to study the 
role of phyacal distance m creating awareness of the existence and objective 
of the CDP It can be seen that the two ^■aljkas did not differ significantly 
from each other with respect to the awarene&s of the existence of the programme 
irrespective of distance, with the single exception of villages separated by river 
from the mam communication system i e , die percentage of those at long 
distances and snort distances of those who were totally unaware of the 
existence of the programme in Mulshi taluka was almost the same with their 
respective equals m Purandhar Taiuka But +he proportion of such people in 
villages separated by a river m Purandhar taluka was much lower than in 
Mul^i taluka which revealed that even those detached from the urban 
influences had been approached by the agency of change 

As far as the mere awareness of *hc existence was concerned the two 
talukas did not differ significantly from each othex Material improvement was 
still thought to be the objective of the programne by a good number of persons 
in Purandhar taluka As -egards the awareness of various other salient objec 
lives the percentage being too low in both the talukas it won’t be an exaggera 
tion if I say, the other objectives had still reraa aed out of the perceptual field 
of the villagers Distance did not seem to have any impact on the awareness 
of the existence and objeebves of the programme The more significant aspects 
of the programme had not made any impact on the villagers irrespective of 
distance, and those which did, had their mtiuence in all villages 

Age and awareness 

The CDP being an agency to incite or stimulate the young blood for 
nation building and for their own improvement it was rather imperative to 
study the relationship between age and awareness of the existence and 
objectives of the programme A careful study of the Table shows tiiat the 
elderly persons seemed to be almost completely unaware of the objectives of 
the programme Even those who showed some awareness had either the infor- 
mation that there was some agency or at the most the agency was expected to 
bung about material improvements Most of them were rather ignorant of the 
developments around them But as I proceeded towards the other end of 
the age range it could be seen that there was a sort of gradient of awareness 
younger people being more and more aware of the objectives of the p ogramme 
in comparison to their seniors in age It was further necessary to study the 
acceleration of the villagers with respect to awareness The young blood was 
found not only aware of the existence but also of vanous objectives of the 
programme The respondents were further subdivided into two groups which 
ndtkd to the meanmgfuhiess of miormation The division of the respondetits 



into t’wo groups those below 45 years and those above revealed that the highly 
expenmented upon group was advanced in con panson to the least experi 
menttd one But the study revealed a few more -things too It -was o>istrved 
that the lower age leveis m the expenmenial group not only acre more aware, 
than the control group but also -were more advasted m coini>anson wjth the 
aged ones in theur own group i e e-xperimental, though they also were 
subjected to intense experimentation Inter block comparison pointed out that 
there was a gulf with respect to the proportion of respondents viiho wore still 
unaware of the existence of tne programme but the m+er block comparison 
revealed that this gulf was wider still In other words it can be said tliat the 
respondents below 45 were changing at an accelerated rate than those above 
45 years AH round development of villages was seen as the objective of the 
programme by 18 76 percent of the respondento below 45 years of age m the 
experimental group, -whereas only 2 91 percent of such rtspondents cou'd be 
seen m the control group The percentage of such respondents in above 45 
year age group in experimental and control group'-' was 9 L8 and 4 31 respec 
lively It can be seen that the rate of acceleration among those above 45 yeai-s 
was only double whereas it -was eight Umes higher among tliose below 45 The 
villagers did not appear to have perceived still the salient objectives of the 
programme, i e guidance and co-operation and also self reliance These 
two objectives are first of all difficult to understand and secondly it -would be 
expecting rather too much from those who were dispaired of any improvement 
Hence, -with respect to the awareness of those objectives first the frequencies 
were too low to be reliable and secondly there were no significant difference 
in the frequencies of the experimental and the control group 

Cast« and awareness 

The caste structure m India, our social heritage has influenced our 
development in the past and it Continues to have its effect in the present also 
How can the CDP be free from the influences of the caste division ^ Various 
castes were divided into six groups for the presrait survey Minor traces erf 
the advanced caste had remained in the villages, hence they formed a very 
minor part of the sample Naturally the difference*! observed with respect to 
their awareness of the existence and objectives of the programme could not be 
reliable their frequency being too low The same could be said about the 
religious caste also The mter block comparison revealed that roughly one 
third of the villagers of each of the semi-advanced, semi backward and 
backward castes in Mulshi taluka had remained to be informed about the 
existence of the programme One-third of their parallels in Furandhar taluka 
also had remained completely ignorant of the agency of change with a single 
exertion of the s^i advanced caste Only 19 52 percent of them were unaware 
of the ejastence of the programme Tlie sfepressed castes from the experimental 
group also had improved with respect to awareness as compared to thew equalsi 
in the control group 

When awareness of the objective was studied the seim-bacfcward 
castes did not appear to have made sig&ihcant advance, nay with t I*- 



certain salient objectives they seemed to have suffered reverses The semi- 
advanced castes m the experimental group appeared to have advanced almost 
consistently with respect to almost all objectives than the control group, i e, 
the semi-advanced castes nad their position second to the advanced caste. The 
dqjressed castes, however, had di^Iaced the semi-backward and backward 
castes and appeared to have occupied fee position next to the semi-advanced 
castes All round development as an objective of the programme was almost 
unknown to the villagers in the control group whereas there were 953 percent 
of the villagers in the experimental group who reported it to be the objective 
of the programme This observation was quite consistent with the observa 
ttoas with respect to the changes brought about in the style of hfe of the 
depressed caste members In both cases they had occupied a position next to 
the semi-advanced castes dislodging the semi-backward and backward castes 
from their positions It was not surprising that 20 63 percent of the depressed 
caste members perceived the uplift of underprivileged to be the objective of the 
programme as they were the section which was treated as untouchables and 
who desired the stigma of untochabihty to be removed from them 

Financial status and awareness — 

People belonging to the different economic groups could not be expected 
to have developed equally as those who were economically better placed found 
themselves easi’y approachable to the agents of change It was therefore, 
necessary to know the impact of financial status on the extent of awareness 
about the existence and objectives of the CDP The percentage of those at the 
threshold of awareness of the existence of the programme remained almost the 
same for the low income groups, ju e , those with income upto Rs 1 000/- in 
bofe taluka& Bat it could very easily be noticed that a very small percentage 
of the middle and high income group had not crossed the Reiz Limen of the 
awareness about the existence of the Programme from Purandhar taluka as 
compared to Mulshi taluka This was a clearcut indication of the relation of 
econoTuc condition to awareness But the situation in a way, was balanced by 
the higher percentage of those who were at the first Just Noticeable Differce 
1 e those who were just aware of the existence but not the objectives of the 
programme It would be a hasty generalization to say anything about the 
mfluence of economic condition on change smgily with this observation The 
percentage of those who perceived the material improvement to be the objective 
of the programme was consistently higher m Mulshi taluka in all income 
groups as compared to their respecbve equals in Purandhar taluka It could be 
seen that more than 75 percent of the sample m both talukas had exhausted 
at the material improvement to be the objective of Community Development 
Programme as the cumulative frequencies indicate but slightly more in Mulshi 
taluka To put it in other words, not even 25 percent of the respondents had 
shown awareness of the higher objectives of the prograrame With respect to the 
higher objectives of the programme it was noticed that the middle and high 
income groups had much more advanced than the low income groups in com 
SMinson with thear r^pectlve equals m Mul^ taluka 
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From the analysis presented above it can be said that the gap betvreen 
the low income group on the one hand and middle and high income groups on 
the other with respect to the awareness of the emstence and objectives of the 
programme was widened rather than bridged, which is what was not desired 
What was des red was the dissenunatioa of information to the economically 
under-privileged class of the societs which was not seen in the villages 

Education and awareness — 

Constant efforts are neing made to educate the entire village commn 
nity as it is supposed to activate the person m the desired direction of change 
The effort was made to study the relationship between education and aware- 
ness about the existence and objectives of the programme The percentage of 
illiterates who were unaware about the existence of the programme was 40 98 
m MulsHi and 40 m Purandhar i e roughly the same The frequencies of 
respondents who had perceived the (1) all round development of villages, (3) 
guidance and co-operation and ( 3 ) self-reliance were so low that it was 
difficult to arrive at any inference Those illiterates in Purandhar who were 
Ignorant of the objectives of the piogramme greatly outnumbered those in 
Mul^i taluka Only with reject to the uplift of backward classes illiterates in 
Purandhar taluka could be said to have improved Those who were nearly 
lliterate in Purandhar also did not show much of advancement, i e, their 
Ignorance almost paralleled the ignorance of their bretheren in Mulshi talukas 
Pram Ist standard to S S C , education for education percentages of those 
showing no awareness of the programme were almos* the same m both talukas 
except the 4vh to 8th grade education group m which in Purandhar they were 
neary double than in Mulshi taluka Those who had education from 9th to 
S S C in Purandhar showed more awareness of the better and higher objectives 
of the programme than their equals n Mulshi It was observed that there 
was a sort of a gradient of awareness of the existence and objectives of the 
programme in both talukas with least awareness at the illiterate end and maxi 
awareness at the educated end But the educated clas'f on the whole 
appeared to have more advanced than the illiterate It was not surprising as 
the various media of communication could prove to be effective m the case of 
educated class only 
Family slaa and awareness 

In all sociological writings it is observed that the joint family system 
IS the greatest stumbUng block m the advancement of the Indian society It is 
always said that the extended family being a self sufficient umt it does not 
feel the necessity to perceive the community beyond its closed ceil It was 
observed that the small sized families had much more advanced than the 
medium (7 — 9) and large (10 and above) azed families m all respects Several 
of the small sized fannhes showed not only the awareness of the existence of 
programme, but the better objectives also were known to several of them 
Large seized families did not reveal any such improvement Such families in 
Purandhar taluka, i e , the most experimented upou group remained almost 
completely isolated, from the agency of change as if the programme was not 
for th^m nt alL 



On the whole it can be said that the most experimented upon group 
had become more aware of the programme and its objectives than the least 
experimented upon group but their awareness was not very discerning Even 
after fifteen years of experimentation 73 79 percent of the respondents in the 
experimental group had just perceived the matenal improvemei to be the 
objective of the programme i e almost 76 percent of the villagers did not 
know still about the real objectives of the programme Moreover, whatever 
light had dawned was mostly on the privileged class The under privileged 
continued to remain under pnvileged and hence against the background of 
privileged classes which had improved still further they appeared to have 
receded rather than advanced In short what needed to be achieved could 
not be achieved 

The development of community mindedness is the desired outcome of 
the CDP It was not enough to know whether people had heard about the 
existence and objectives of the programme but also it was necessary to know 
whether they have learned to perceive the needs of other villagers like their 
own and also those of the nation It was also necessary to ascertam whether 
they have been enlightened about the potentialities which they have which 
are enough to solve the problems of the co vil‘agers and also that of the nation 
In the present investigation the attempt was made to study the gradient of 
community mindedness mentioned above 

The distribution of responses to the question, “ What is the biggest 
problem that people m the same circumstances as yours are faced with 7 ” 
shown in Table No 6 2 was rather surprising The percentage of respondents 
in Purandhar taluka expressing total unconcern about the problems of others 
was much higher (32 28 percent) than what it was in Muldii taluka (23 26 
percent) It was really an unexpected observation that after so much of 
experimentation people had suffered reverses rather than advanced in the 
development of community mindedness. The percentages showing awareness 
about various worries ouher than financial being too low did not deserve any 
special mention The only worry that was perceived by 62 33 percent of the 
respondents m the most experimented upon and 76 70 percent from the least 
experimented upon groups was financial It was quite natural for them to be 
worried about it as it was a penod of two consecutive droughts which aggrevat 
ed the food problem and the monetory worries of the people, parbcularly of 
the villagers 

Rnanaal status and comnniinity mindedness 

The distribution of the percepbon of the worries of co villagers in 
relation to financial status was quite interesting It was observed that at the 
level of awaraiess about the problena of co workers the distnbuhon of the two 
groups was almost exactly opposite to each other In the experimental group 
the middle income group was found to have the highest percentage of persons 
unaware of others problems followed by tlie high and low income groups in 
th at order But in the control group there was relatively consistent nse in 
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percentage with lowest at the Rs 3001-5000 income and highest at the 
Es 1-500 income group This showed hat those who were fmaniially better 
placed were becoming more and more nnawa’-e of the community needs 
Those at the marginal level of income could very e isily pe teive the problems 
of their equals as they were always dependent on such persons only for the 
satisfaction of their needs 

With, respect to awareness of financial problems of the co villagers 
there appeared to be an inverse relationship among respondents m Purandhar 
taluka between financial status and awareness lower the financial status 
greater was the percentage of people being aware of others financial problems 
Those in the upper income bracket showed relatively minimum of awareness 
In Mulshi taluka on the contrary the direct relationship between awareness 
and the financial status was noticed higher the status greater was the 
percentage of persons being aware of the needs of the similarly placed village 
population 

The entire distribution oi community mmdedness in relation to finan 
cial status was rather disheartening Perhaps it might have been the result 
of growing urbanization which led to more and more indifference about the 
rest of the community If this was die result it is necessary to study the 
desirability of such psychological developments among the villagers 

Proximity and communitymmdedness ‘— 

The geographical location of villages made some of them easily appro- 
achable, whereas others have remained very oifficult to approach The general 
expectation was that those quite proxiraa^^e to the mam lines of communication 
must have developed greater community mindedness as a result of the easy 
availability of disseminated information by roads and newspapers Bu». the 
findings showed that those close to the urban influences had suffered a setback 
as regards the awareness of the community needs The same was the case 
with those Situated at long distances Those separated by nver from the mam 
lines of communication maintained their status quo as they were bQ*h physically 
and psychologically almost unapproachable 

The findings revealed that the development of community mmdedness 
involved the process of learning and it was perhaps the wrorg application of 
the principles of learning that led to the disproportionate impact of the 
programme All thanes of learning have emphasised *'he fact that dissemina- 
tion of information to the learner iS an essential step but sfill more important 
IS the necessity of adequate motivation to learn According to the different 
theories of learning very httie learning takes place if efforts are not made to 
create adequate motivation AW learning experiments with animals have 
always emphasised the role of mouvation and hence it is always seen that every 
expenmeatal subject is adequately motivated Passive rec^itioB of mformatioa 
does not lead to efficient learning The developed community mmdeduess was 
perhaps the result of the passive reception If they had been actively involved 
perhaps stiU better results could have been obtained 
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Financial problems were perceived by consistently higbei percentage 
of re^ndents m Mulshi taluka as compared to their respective equals in 
Purandhar taluka It would not be an exaggeration to say that villagers m 
Purandhar taluka were becoming more and more indifferent towards the needs 
of each other 

Village Size caste^ age education and family size in relation tc 
community mindednoss’- 

Size of village and caste did not appear to have any influence on the 
development of community mindedaess as the percentage of unawareness of 
the problems was consistently high in Purandhar in all different sized villages 
and of different castes in comparison with Mulshi taluka Snmiariy, the per“ 
centage showing awareness about financial problems was eonsistantly lower 
in villages of different size and villagers of all castes in Purandhar than in 
Mulshi taluka. Educational standing of the villagers did not seem to have 
influenced the development of community mindedness Relationship similar to the 
one found between size and caste on the one hand and community mmdedness 
on the other, was found between education and the dependent vanable 

The relationship between the age composition of the populations and 
distributions of community mindedness was interesbng Young people were apt 
to be active dynamic and pushing, while older ones were more conservative 
and settled-down The figures shown in Table No 6 2 revealed that those 
below 36 years of age m Purandhar were slightly less unaware than those 
itt Mulshi of the problems of the co-villagers though the difference was not 
much significant But in the context of those above 36 years of age their 
development was much better as those above 36 had sulfcred significant 
reverses. 36 69 percent of villagers from Purandhar of above 36 years 
of age were unaware, whereas only 20 94 from Mulshi were so But the 
respective percentages of the group below 36 years of age were 27 48 and 27.84 
for Puraddhar and Mul^i respectively Similar relationship could be seen with 
reject to the awareness of financial worries. Those in the age group below 
38 years in Purandhar were more aware of others’ financial problems than 
those above S6 years of age This showed that a little more concentratioa 
bn the village youth would have led to an increase m the development of 
community mindedness 

Though It IS claimed that joint family system, is the greatest stumbHng 
block m the development of comrounitr mindedness such relationship could not 
be found m the present investigation On the contrary large sized families 
were found to be more aware than the small sized ones in Purandhar taluka 

Awareness of ones own potenccalltfes in the solution of others probtem 

Next step in the study of the gradient of community mindedness was 
to enquire about the development of the feeimg of the villager that be can 
help the CO villagers in solution of their problem This was studied by putting 
th^ a question, Can you help them solve their problem ? If yes, how ? 
If no, wl^?” 
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The answers to this question were extremely disappomtjng Most of 
the villagers 90 97 percent from Mulshi and 85 92 percent from Purandhar 
responded that they could not solve their problems as they were helpless 
This percentage was inclusive of tbose who were not even aware of the problems 
of CO Villagers In such cases the question of helping others solve their pro- 
blems Simply did not arise But m addition to such villagers there were 
several who knew the problems and still felt helpless Those who felt that 
they could help them solve their problems giecified the following three ways 

(A) Working on their farms and giving them agricultural imple- 
ments 

(B) Monetary aid 

(C) Social work and co operation 

The percentage of such answers being too low and there being very 
little difference m the most and ^east expnmented upon groups with reject 
to such percentages! no valid generalizations could be made about them 
Most of the villagers proximate or distant large or small villagers with high 
or low fiaancial status^ from advanced or depressed and religious castes literate 
as well as illiterate, aged or joung and with large or small families had the 
same feeling that people had to depend on themselves or if possible on the 
Government aid but they were helpless m the solution of their problems 

Awareness of the National Cemmunity 

Next step m the continuum of community nnndedness was the know 
ledge of the problem of the nation It was sought to be elicited by asking 
them the question, ' What is the bluest problem that our nation is faced 
with ? ’ Answers to this queshon were rather surprising The answers 
revealed that there was much more awareness of the nadonal problem than 
that of the covillagers which can be seen m Table No 8 3 40 28 percent of 

the villagers Ddonging to the control group showed no knowledge of the 
problem whereas such a share of experimental group was only 20 64 percent, 
almost exactly half of the control group Rest of the 60 percent of Mulshi and 
80 percent of Purandhar population mentioned vanes problems of the nation 
out of which food and defence deserved special consideration as they were 
mentioned by the majority Rest of the two were election and social uplift or 
removal of ignorance indicated by the negligible minority from both the 
groups Pood was reported by 22 92 percent from Mulshi and 4466 percent from 
Purandhar, almost double that of the Mulshi Taluka Such a s gnificant 
difference was not found with respect to defence which was reported to be the 
biggest problem of the nation by 26 percent and 24.51 percent of the Mulshi 
and Purandhar re^ndents respectively The noticeable awareness of the 
food problem was perhaps due to the two consecutive droughts which worsened 
the food Situation In India significantly Moreover it was the agricultural 
community which was disturbed by the droughts. Defence was second on the 
priority list obviously because of the Chinese and Pak aggiessions on oar 
frontiers which moved the entire Ihdiancomiinjnity 
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Financial Stutus and Awareness of the National Problem 

Financial status of a person is Hkely to contribute towards the develop 
ment of coimnumty mmdedness Hence it "a as necessary to study the relation 
ship between the two The observations in both the talukas pointed out that 
income and awareness about the most important problem of the nation were 
directly related to each other, higher he income higher was the percentage of 
people aware of the broblem But income for income the percentage of respon 
dents aware was consis entlj higher in Purandhar Taluka This certainly 
meant rhat villagers in Purandhar Taluka han defmetely much improved 
during the period after independence The rate of improvement was much more 
accelerated in high income group than m the middle and low income groups# 
Food problem was seen to be <^igniticaBt by a greater percentage of the low 
income group than by the middle and high income groups Low income group 
did show much awareness about the problem of defence m both the talukas 
Comparison of food and defence revealed that defence was given second 
priority by the respondents at almost all income levels in both the talukas 

Proximity and Awareness of the national problem 

Unawareness about the problem of the nation was found to have 
receded cohsiderably m the villages seperated bp river and those distant from 
the mam lines of communication The improvement in the proximate villages 
was not found to be up to the mark, Food problem received more attention of 
villagers proximate to the mam hues of communication m Purandhar but not 
the problem of defence The same was the case with those at long distances 
But those seperated by river perceived the problem of defeni e to be more 
significant than food 

Village and awareness of the national problew 

Within blcKks though the pertentage of villagers unaware went on 
iDcreasang as the villagers unaware went on increasing as the villages shrunk 
in Size still the improvement with respect to uuawareness was much more 
noticeable m small villages than m large villages m Purandhar than in MulshI 
Defence received top pnonty m small villages whereas food was perceived to 
be of primary importance by large and medium sized villages With respect to 
defence small villages showed more improvement but large and small villages 
itt Purandhar surpassed their equals la Mulshi as r^ards the food problem 

Caste and awareness of the national problent 

Table reveals the relation^ip between caste and community minded 
ness in the extent of awareness about the national problems. It was observed 
vthat the backward castes had shun the unawareness of or detachment from 
the national problem much more than various upper and lower castes, in 
Purandhar Taluka Depressed castes which always received special attention 
ftoro the Government for thejr uplift by virtue of their being of the depressed 
caste reflected an mcrerse m unawareness rather than improvement This 
perhaps was due to the fact that as they were constantly busy with sadf-maftev 
vemeat their attention was rather direxted from the national problem. 
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Depressed castes did not appear to have made much improvement 
on the food and defence fronts also Some relationship was observed between 
semi-advanced castes and the food and defence problems of the nation 
Maximum awareness of the food problem was seen among the members of 
the backward castes Percentage of respondents of the backward classes 
being aware of the defence need of the nation was too low among villagers in 
Purandhar Taiuka but even then they seem to nave advanced much over their 
equals in Mulshi Taiuka 

Education and awaren^s of the national problem 

Higher the level of education lower was the percentage of villagers 
unaware of the national problem This was the relationship found in both 
talukas But interblock comparison revealed that surprisingly enough the 
percentage of unaware villagers at higher educational levels was higher in 
Purandhar than its respective equal m Mulshi Taiuka which if underatood 
correctly meant that only the illiterates and nearly illiterates had shown 
improvement Of course it had to be taken notice of that the percen'-age of 
respondents unaware at the higher educational levels was significantly low 
Illiterates and near illiterates showed some improvement in the field of food 
problem, but no such change as regards defence could be seen Those at the 
other extreme of education did not reveal any improvement as the percentage 
of such responses being originally sufficiently high there was almost no scope 
for improvement 

Age and awareness of the national problem 

It IS usually observed that young blood is more receptive than the old 
villagers It does not surprise us as the older generation has formed the habits 
as a result of long asociation with specific behaviour patterns It is now well 
known that the old habits are very difficult to change. The findings of the 
present survey pointed to the same fact that there was larger proportion of 
villagers unaware of the dominant needs of the nation as one proceeded from 
the lower age levels to the old ones in both talukas Age for age the percentage 
of respondents unaware of the nabonal need in Purandhar taiuka was much 
smaller than m Mulshi taiuka except at the age level 17 years and above. It 
showed that villagers of all age groups have improved, but accelerated change 
could be seen in villagers below 35 years of age Similar transformations could 
be seen m the field of financial needs i e , with respect to financial problem 
of the nation lower age groups in Purandhar taiuka were much more awakened 
than their equals m Mulshi taiuka in comparison with Ihe awakening that had 
taken place among the villagers of the higher age groups. Defence probLm 
did not appear to have upset the village community much The lower age 
levels in Purandhar taiuka had even higher percentage of villagers with such 
awareness than villagers of the same age in Mulshi taiuka 

l^mily size and awareness of tite national problem 

The nucleur families in Purandhar taiuka showed a considerable 
decrease m the percentage of unaware mdmduals, bnt the extended fannliea 
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did not show such imptovetn&nt Like the improvement mentioned above, in 
the fields of financial and defence needs also the improvements m the nacleuaf 
families were more spectacular than in the extended families 

Study of the development of community mindedneas is incomplete 
Without paying any attention to the extent to which the villagers felt them- 
selves to be capable of solving the problems of the nation ‘ Can you do anything 
to solve the problem our nation is faced with ” was the querry made m order 
to probe mto the insight of the villagers 70 63 percent from the control 
group and 49 76 percent from the experimental group had a feelmg that they 
were tiny creatures and n was beyond their limits to solve the national problem 
This flowed that Purandhar taluka in which the CDP had functioned for a 
period of 16 years did develop a feelmg among the villagers that the national 
problem is the problem of every citizen of the nation The national problem 
■& almost identical ( or similar ) with the individual problem Larger percen- 
tage of respondents from Purandhar repotted that the financial problem 
could be solved bymcreasiog the agncultural production m comparison 
With such respondents from Mulshi taluka Contnbutioii to the National 
Defence Fund was found to be the solution for the defence problem by roughly 
16 percent of the respondents from both talukas a very minor percentage 
Joining the army casting vote at the time of election and social service were 
among the responses which were given by very minor percentage of the popu- 
lation The distribu+ion of responses to the question mentioned above is given 
in Table 64, figure 6 5 

Financial status and the solution of the national problem 

Except the lowest income group all others seemed to have awakened 
from the feeling that we are mcapacle of solving the national problem The 
tnaxmium improvement was seen m the highest income group In both the 
talukas a gradient of percentage was noticed with lowest at the highest income 
group and highest at the lowest income group Low income groups expressed 
the feeling that it was not possible for tiaera to solve the financial problem, 
which could be seen from the small percentages giving such a response It 
was quite obvious that several of them beang without any substanfiai source of 
income could not think of increasing the production and thus solve the national 
problem. Those beolngmg to the other income groups were already above the 
subsistence level and hence could think of increasing their laroduction Contn- 
bution to Nahonai Defence Fund did not occur to many as a way of solving 
the defence problem It could be said that the awareness of the defence problm 
being very low, solutions to the problem wtare suggested by the minority only 
No influence of income could be noticed on the solutions to the problem of 
defence 

Proximity and the solution of the national problem - 

At ail distance from die mam hues of communication the pwceatag© 
of people cherishing a feeling expressive of their helplessness m the soiubon 
of a national problem was found to bevery high (between 66 percent and 
$9 percent) m MuMu talukg and m comparison dgnlficaiitly low ^between id 
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lucent and 54 percent) m Purandhar taluka It was a i eflecton that the 
villagers in the Community Development group had much improved but the 
improvement was more marked in those separated by the r ver from the mam 
lines of communrtion An improvement of 48 88 percent could be seen in 
such nliages, whereas it was only of approximately 16 percent in distant and 
proximate villages Villagers with the feeling of helplessness being in a very 
high percentage in villages detached by nver in Mulshi, the percentage of 
those with concrete suggestions in the form of increase in production and 
contribution to National Defence Fund was very low Against this background 
those villages similarly placed in Purandhar taluka showed much more im 
provement than others 

Size and the solution of the national problem 

Except the medium sized villages improvements could be notced in 
all other types in all rejects Medium sized villages remained almost un 
changed and in some cases even deteriorated 

Caste and the solution of the national problem 

No caste groups had made a spectacular improvement other than the 
semi advanced castes with respect to drop in the percentage of villagers with 
a feeling of helplessness toward the solution of the problem faced by the nation 
There was an increased feeling among members of all castes that they can 
help the nation m the solution of its problem by increasing production. Lower 
percentage of people with the feeling that they could contribute to the solution 
of the defence problem by contnbuhon to National Defence Fund can be 
accounted for by the fact that the Pak and Chinese aggressions did not upset 
the villagers much 

Education and the solution of the national problem 

It was noticed that the illiterate had improved more than the educated 
pearsons- But it was only apparent than real The percentage of people In 
educated groups with the feeling of helplessness being too low, there was very 
little scope for improvement On the contrary, among the illiterates there was 
ample scope for improvement There was an increasing feeling on the part 
of those who had some formal education that the financial problem could be 
solved by increasing food production by individual villagera If those who 
can read but cannot write and three who can read as well as write but with 
no formal education are merged into the category of the illiterates they bemg 
much close to the illiterates than those with formal education, if was noticed 
that the illiterates had a greater feeling of being useful in the solution of the 
defence problem faced by the nation, than those with formal education. 
Education for education vhe percentage of the illiterates m Purandhar, ready 
to contribute to the National Defence Fund and join army was sufficiently 
high, on the contrary, it had deteriorated among the educated viUagers. It 
perhaps, was likely that educationhad brought mdif^ence to them towards 
the national community 



Age an<! the solution of the national problenn 

While thinking of the relationship between age and commumty 
mindedness based on the present querry, three distinct levels of unprovemerrt 
la relation to different age levels could be noticed. First, the age groups 
above 66 years of age had actually suffered revers*^ m all respects, i e , 
growing feeling of helplessness and unawareoess of the ways in which the 
problems could be solved Second the age groups below 30 years of age who 
had shown spectacular improvement in all respects i, e , remarkable detenora 
tion in percentage of people with a feeling of helplessness and rise m these 
who felt that increase m individual food production and contribution to 
National Defence Fund were the solutions to the financial and defence pro 
blems of the nation In between these two extremes was a group of villagers 
between 31 and 65 years of age with a mediocre development. Table 
points out the fact that the lowest age group showed sufficient improve 
ment, the middle one shil needed to be more stimulated and the higher 
ones were the reactionaries who could not be changed 

Famiiy size and the srdution nf the nations! problenfi 

Results in the table point out that extended families showed an 
increasing feeling of helplessness in the solution of the national problem, shown 
in the form of greater percentage of such respondents m Purandhar than in 
Mul^ taluka In small and medium sized families the improvement in such a 
feding was easily noticeable Similarly, as the family shrunk m size there was 
an mcreasmg difference in the percentage of people with the feeling that by 
increasing their individul agricultural production they could solve the national 
problem of food Small families were found to have a greater feeling than 
others that either by joining army or fay contributing to the N D F or by both 
they were m a position to solve the defence problem faced by the nation 

Personality — 

Just as personality is likely to have been influenced by the CDP, the 
transformation of personality being the mam objective of the programme sum 
larly personality is also likely to influence the impact of programme on an 
individual In other words personality can be said to be both, a dependent 
as well as an independent variable While moulding the personality of an 
individual by the concentrated efforts of the programme, it is a dependent 
variable, but whether it will be possible for the programme to awaken the 
villager depends on the personality type of the villager The hypothesis of the 
present problem was ** traditional structure of personality being resistant to 
change it leads to more and more unawarenes^ of the existence and objectives 
of the programme and he is closed to the needs of the village and national 
community leading to the deveSopment of a feding of helplessness m the solution 
of village and national problems.** The hypothesis was put to t^t in the present 
investion with a view to find out the rdiationship between personality type nh 
the one iiand and awatenegs of CDF and commumiy mmdednesp off thp 



la order to study the relation^ip between these two factora joint scored 
were given to the awareness of the CDP and the deveiopmeat of community 
rnindedness based on the responses to the questions already mentioned The 
lowest score indicated minimum of awareness and community mmdedness dud 
highest the maximimi The range of scores was from 5 to 29 A positive cortes- 
lation between personality index and community mmdedness index meant 
close relationship between the two It vi&s very likely that they may have the 
causal relationship wi+h one another but not necessarily so, as both of them go 
together does not always mean that one is the cause of the other, perhaps both 
are the effects of some other independent variable 

Suprismgly enough the correlation between personality and community 
rnindedness was found to be negative The correlation between them in Mulshi 
Taluka was - 46 and in Purandhar Taluka - 38 With respect to the correlo 
tion the least and most experimented upon groups did not differ significantly 
from each other The negative correlation found in both the groups between 
the two variable meant that they were opposed to each other In other words 
personality and community-mindedness were not found to be progressing 
hand-in-hand in this investigation Modern personality did not necessarily 
mean a pe son with highly developed commumty-mmdedness The n^ative 
correlation poj.rted out that a person with high personality index has a low 
comiaunity-mmdedn^ index 

The contradiction between our expectation and results was found to 
be apparent rather than real If the operational characterization of modern 
personality given m the previous chapter, " modern personality is the symbol 
of various modern influences He has developed the attitude of critical under 
standing He does not have blind faith in the Supernatural He no longer 
dreads on fate for the satisfaction of his needs He has enough of self 
reliance and a large repertoire of needs involving interdependence He 
believes m. others sincerity of efforts, education is a must for adults and 
women and caste hierarchy has lost its value for him ’ , is taken into account 
the contradiction automaUcaliy gets explained If the characterization is 
rightly understood, one can very easily see that the efforts of such a modern 
person are directed towards self improvement not towards any altruistic ends 
Hence it can be said that special efforts should be made for the development 
of community-mindedness 

Joint consideration of the questions intended to study community-’ 
rnindedness revealed that the villagers had become more aware of the national 
problems than the problems of the co villagers Similarly the feeling of help- 
lessness towards the solution of the co villagers’ problems was greater than 
such a feehag about the national problem At the outset it appears radier 
sutprisiag because we generally expect greater awareness of the problems of 
those who are quite proximate to us, hence greater knowledge of the problems 

of covillagers 
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The two main probl&as of &e nation viz , the food problem and the 
defence problem were rather uppermost in the psychological world of the 
villagers because of thejr recency On the contrary with respect to the villagers 
problem they being proximate temporally as well as spatially perhaps the 
Villagers had formed the habit of taking for granted the problems of co 
villagers As a result they had lost the conscious awareness of their problems. 

Obs^ved difference with respect to the feeling of ability to solve the 
problems of villagers and those of the nation was perhaps the r^uit of 
difference between the feding of personal involvement and impersonal involve- 
ment in the solution The mam problem of the covdlagers being financial, 
the aid had to be mainly m the form of monetary assistance It was difficult 
«ther because they were not m a position to help them or they did not want 
to help them, \ e , they did not want to involve themselves personally while 
trying to solve their problems In case of the national problem they did not 
have any such feeling or though they had the feeling of involvement it was 
impersonal rather than personal In the solution of the national problem the 
villagers had not to lose anything On the contrary they had a personal gam 
If they increased their food production, the national problem could be solved 
easily they had not to s^iare anything from their assets for the solution of food 
cnsis faced by the nation In short, it can be said that the temporal proximity 
and the feeling of impersonal involvement made the village community more 
community minded with respect to the national problem than with respect to 
die problems of coviUagers. 



CHAPTER VH 


ATTITUDE towards EDUCATION 

The importance of education hardly needs any 
emphasis m the development of a nation and more 
so m planned development Education opens the 
doors of knowledge to an individual and provides 
him the opportunity t& use his potentialifaes for bis 
own development and also that of the nation It is necessary to carry the 
burning torch of knowledge to the rural section the community as it consti- 
tutes largest developmental potential, it is there tnat the deeper roots of tradi 
non are to be unearthed and those of modern life implanted. The pattern of 
rural society that is visualised by the CDP is tliat of millions of famili^ engaged 
m education and helping the younger generations in their educational persuits 
India s national planners have stated their convictions concerning the role of 
education m national development in these words in the Third Five Year Plan 

Education is the most important single factor in achieving rapid 
economic development and technological progress and in creating a social 
order founded on the values of freedom, social justice and equal opportunity 
Programmes of education lie at the base of the effort to forge fee bonds of 
common citizenship to harness the energies of the people and to develop fee 
national and human resources of every part of the country ” 

Our leaders have consistently placed a high value on education as 
necessary resource for social and economic development Pew countries m the 
world, however have launched plans for building a new nation with so stagger 
ing a situation m education as India had when achieved Ind^endence 
More than four-fitths of her people were illiterate when determmed to build 
a ” Sovereign Democtatic Republic ” Her people were not only ill-fed ill- 
housed, and dl-clothed but they were ill-prepared to undertake the duties and 
responaibiUties of mfonned citizenship 

Education is spreading m India very rapidly with several educational 
mshtuhons coming up in rural areas imparting instructions in primary, secon 
dary, college and professional courses The education seeking population is 
increasing at an accelerated rate, but it is of the greatest significance to know 
the extent of rural representation in such a population 

The educational institutions are increasing in number and this speaks 
for an intensive drive of fee government and private agaacies towards fee 
^ead of educabon But just mcreasng fee number of institutions does not 
mean a real spread in education A favourable psychological atmosphere in 
fee form of favourable attitude towaids education is an inseparable part of fee 
dt£Eusion process in education One may apsnoach fee villager with a sincere 
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desiTs to educate hiiUj but the villager csust feel that toe education ib necessary 
for his development It ^lould always be remembered that education ts a two- 
way process and both, sides should be well equipped with a smceie desure, 
one with the desire to impart ana the recipien end, with the desire to be 
profitted by instructions Then only education is likely to bt effective m 
bringing about a desired social cnange 

For the present survey the problem of attitude towards education was 
divided into two mam sectors, i e , ( I ) attitude towards general education, 
and ( 2 ) attitude towards adult education which was further spljt into two 
sectors (a) adult education males and (b) adult education-females This shows 
that the problem of education is a complex problem which can be tackled only 
by a multi-dunensional attack 

Illiteracy is »imetimes supposed to be a major and very crucial 
obstacle to the flow of relevant information to the farmer We can’t afford to 
wait for the younger generation for whom education is compulsory to take over 
the responsibility of the development of the nation What is said by D W 
Edgiogton m his * A new look au adult education in Africa is aptly applicable 
to Lrdia also He has remarked ‘ la any case it is not the children of to-day 
who hold the present destiny of Africa in tbeit hands, it is the adults So it is 
only by establishing effective communication with the adult population to help- 
ing them to adjust to a rapidly changing world that the immediate impact 
can be made on the urgent problems of the society and essential progress be 
brought about Africa cannot wait a generation to mobilise its rich human 
resources for tasks of national development ” What is true of Africa is rightly 
applicable to India also India also cannot afford to wait a generation for its 
national development Concentrabon on adult education is a must ^or the 
development of the nation It is the grown up men m our villages who are 
going to perform experiments in the fields of agriculture, health, medicine etc 
and pass on the results to the younger generations 

Along with the education of adult males, the education of women 
also should be emphasised We cannot afford to ignore women’s education 
Making a male literate adds only one to the team of literates, but one literate 
woman can improve the entire family Hence, women’s education is also 
equally Important from the point of view of the sustained develi^ment of the 
nation 


Adult men’s and women’s education being of utmost importance the 
effort was made m this survey to study how far the attitudes towards men’s 
and womens education of villagers were mfluenced by the CDP It is 
necessary to recognize the fact that favourable attitude is a precondition for 
the rapid spread of literacy m the country 

No one can deny the importance of children’s education in leadjjng 
our flattoa to pro^erity They are the pillers of oar naton With thfe in 
view the governmyent has nUide primary edneabon for all able 
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odied children all cxver the nation and the school facilities also hav^ been 
srovided to a great extent In this survey the effort "was made to ascertain 
die views of the villagers regarding children’s education Similarly, they were 
nterrogated with respect to their views on the adequacy of the present’ system 
f primary education and they were requested to suggest the alterations they 
elt suitable according to village requirements 

With a view to ascertain the attitudes of villagers towards education, 
ihe following questions were put to them some of them being closed and others 
•pen end 

1 ) Do you have facilities for women’s education in your villages ? 

1 ) Yes 2 ) No 

2 ) What do you feel about women’s education 

a ) Giving education to women is spoiling the family life 
b ) They are likely to be benefited if they are educated 
c ) Education for women is absolutely essential 

3 ) Have any attempts been made m your village for adult education? 

1 ) Much 2 ) Some. 3 ) Nil 

4 ) What do you feel about adult education ? 

a ) Education during old age is a waste 

b ) They are likely to be benefited if they are educated 
c ) Education for adults is absolutely essential 

6 ) Primary education has been made copipulsory by the govern 
nvent Is it beneficial to the children ? If yes, how and if no, 
why ? 

3 ) How much education do you desire to give to the school going 
children in your family ? 

7 ) Why do you feel so ? 

8) In the interest of better development of villagers what type of 
education should be given m the schools ? 

The present chapter is an attempt to depict attitude structure of 
villagers m both the talukas towards education with its multi dimensional 
complexity First of all attitude tawards women’s education has been discussed 
followed by adult and children’s education in that order 

Attitude towards women’s education 

It is necessary to point out that in the past education of women was 
regarded as a wastage Not only that, but it was sometimes regarded as a 
liability also It is this type of traditional attitude of villagers which had to be 
influenced by the CDP It was necesary to know whether the villagers were 
sbll in the same traditional darkness as regards their attitude towards women’s 
education The distribution of responses reflecting the villagers attitudes 
towards women’s education can be seen in Table No 7 1, Figure 7 1 
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It can be seen from the table that the attitude towards women’s educa 
tion had undergone sign ficant change The percentage of traditionals was 
considerably low in both the talukas with still lower percentage in Purandhar 
taluka This reflected a tendency among villagers, both least and most expen 
mented upon, to get nd of the traditional attitude that women’s education is a 
sheer wastage it can help us in no way, on the contrary it is a positive harm to 
the status of the male society Because of concentrated efforts in Purandhar 
taluka the villagers had shown a greater Improvement in their traditional 
attitude towards women s education 

About two-third of the respondents from Muishi taluka (6i 43 percent) 
were found to be transitionals They were m a state of indecision so far as 
their reaction to women’s education was concerned Neither did they feel that 
it is a waste nor that it is a must They felt that they are likely to be benefited 
by education, but not necessarily so Only 42 96 percent of the villagers from 
Purandhar i e , about two-third of such respondents in Mulshi taluka showed 
such hesitant attitude towards women s education This pointed to the fact that 
people had a tendency to cross over to the modern attitude m greater frequency 

The distnbution of moderns in both talukas revealed a very en- 
courging picture A very minor proportion, only 17 36 percent of respondents 
from Mulshi taluka were found to hold modern attitude towards the problem 
of women’s education They had a feeling that education is a must for all 
women, they are sure to be benefited by education In contrast the percentage 
of such respondents in Purandhar was 41 60, more than double that of such 
percentage m MuUhi taluka. 

On the whole, it could be notjced that only 68 60 percent of respon- 
dents from Purandhar taluka had remained to be converted into modern 
styled citizens, whereas the percentage of such respondents in Mul^i taluka 
was found to be 82 64, about 24 14 percent more than in Purandhar, a 
Significant difference. It can be said with no hesitation that the Purandhar 
villagers had made significant advance as a result of the CD? expenment 

The investigation of the relationshm between various independent 
variables and the attitude of the villagers towards women’s education made 
the picture more illuminating 

Distance from the mam lines xif communication and attitude towards 
women’s education 

It was observed that the villagers at different distance from the mam 
lines of communication in Purandhar taluka held the modern attitude as 
compared to those m Mul^i taluka in a large number It showed that villagers 
in Purandhar taluka had a confident positive attitude towards the utility and 
essentiality of women s education, in greats proportion than m Mii3^ taluka 
A larger percentage of villageirs at aB distaimes m Mulshi taluka were found 
to be in a transitional stage, i e , they were in a state of indecision as regards 
the role of womens education, than the Purandhar vdJagers The minor 
traces oi Villagers at long distance from the taluka headquarters being ignored 
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Could be observed 11 SO percent of villagers in Mulshi* situated m some 
dark corners of Mulshi taluka held the traditional attitude They thought that 
women’s educatiou is most unrewarding and so wastage Such villages m 
Purandhar taluka had greater percentage holding such views m the matter of 
women’s education 

Village size and attitude towards womens education 

Village size did not appear to have played any significant role m 
attracting the attention of the development machinery in the matter of women’s 
education Except for the small villages the percentage of villagers with 
the traditional atttude was almost the same for villagers in both taiukas. 
Surprisingly enough the small village in Purandhar taluka showed a positive 
improvement m the form of a very small percentage of traditional ( U 19 
percent ) as compared to such villages in Mulshi ( 23 26 percent ) 

Transibonals were consistently m greater percentage m Mulshi than 
m Purandhar in villages of all size ranging from small to large It was 
apparent that Mulshi villages were really m the transitional stage The fact 
that the attitude of several villagers towards women's education had not changed 
completely was responsible for a very small percentage of people with modern 
attttttde towards this problem m Mtushi taluka With respect to the distribution 
of moderns no size effect could be seen Villages of different size appeared 
to have been properly attended to, though not equally by the development 
machinery 

Financial status and attitude towards womens education 

Financial status did not appear to be a significant determinant of the 
vdlagers attitude towards education All income brackets m Puiandhar 
taluka had lower percentage of iraditiouals as compared to their respective 
equals m Mulshi Taluka, except for the Rs, 3001 - 6000 income group The 
percentage of traditionals in the said income group was only 6 39 m Mul^i and 
17 11 in Purandhar, i e traditionals were roughly three tmies in Purandhar 
in that income group It showed that the high earners were more resistant 
towards the acceptance of change m their old tune attitude towards women’s 
education. It does not mean that the high earners had smular inferior 
poatiott at the transitional and modern stages The total percentage of those 
who had ^aken off ihe traditional attitude was Smaller m this income group 
m Purandhar than in MulShi but of those who had ^aken off 68 68 percent 
from Purandhar had crossed over to modern attitude whereas the percentage 
df such vfilagers in Mul^j was only 3441, exactly half of Purandhar 

Hie range of percentage of those in a state of unsettled attitude 
towards women’s education m Mulshi was from 6469 to 79.92 , whereas such 
ran^is Purandhar was from 26.32 to 62 28 

the percentage of villegers holding such attitude was almost the sain4 

whereat m Purandhar the vdlagefs with income iq?to RS 2900 
perasmvtm were clofe to the upper end o{ the range This dhowed 6btal 
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r«pondents from the low and middle income groups had crossed the tradi 
tioaal attitude m a great majority but a large proportion of them had stranded 
at the hesitant stage i e , they did not hold the firm modern attitude towards 
women’s education 

Caste structure and attitude towards women’s education 

Education is a must for women was the feeling held by all villagers 
of the advanced cas+e in both the talukas None of them had either tradi- 
tional or transitional attitudes towards womens education A significant 
i^ft from the traditional attitude was noticed in members of the backward 
and depressed caste members only 26 66 percent of the backward caste 
villagers and 25 93 percent of the depressed caste villager? from Muishi held 
the view that the education for women is a wastage The percentage of such 
a view in Purandhar was 6 66 and 9 62 respectively The differences in per 
centage with respect to such a view were quite negligible m case of semi 
advanced and semi backward castes. Religious castes m Mulshi bad 
completely deserted the traditional attitude, but 12 60 percent of the religious 
caste villagers in Purandhar held the traditional view More than 60 percent 
of the respondents in all caste groups except the advanced caste m Mulsi were 
found to be in a state of indeasion On the contrary less than 50 percent in 
Purandhar were found to be m such a state of attitude towards women’s 
education As a result the moderns in Mulshi in all caste patterns except 
advanced were consistently less than 26 percent, whereas they were more than 
26 percent, m Purandhar taluka 

Educational atatus in relation to attitude towards women s education 

It IS usually supposed that educated elite has a liberal attitude, 
particularly towards education Ihere being no respondent with college 
education in the Mulshi sample the comparative study of attitude towards 
womens education with college education as the parameter was not possibles, 
In Purandhar sample 33 33 percent of the villagers with college education were 
in a state of indecision and 66 06 percent had a modern attitude towards the 
education of women community No one held the traditional attitude The 
picture though not disappointing, still was not much encouraging either One 
third of the college going village sample holding a transitional attitude was 
not very encouraging The picture of the iinm«iiately previous step of the 
educabonai ladder was found to be st 11 more discouraging Almost the same 
percentage (8000 percent m Mulshi and 8125 percent in Purandhar) of 
te^ndents with the educational leimi between 9th standard and S S C, 
held the modern attitude m both the talukas There was no traditional 
respondeat group m Mulshi, but Purandhar had 18 76 percent of such xespon 
dents The Mul^ rrapondents of this group had completely^’^^detached 
themselves from the traditional view, though some of their^ were undecided 
whether education is essential for women 

The percentage of tradihonals waS almost double m Purandhar ( 8 11 
percet), in comparison vnth that m Mul^t 4.17 percent ), of those between 
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6 th and 8th standard of education But a greater tendency towards the accep- 
tance of modern view was apparent from the higher percentage of modems zn 
Purandhar ( 66 70 ) than in Mulshi ( 46 83 ) 

Illiterates near illiterates and those with education between 1st and 
4th standards =howed remarkable improvements in their attitude towards 
women s education Their r<Kponses revealed a greater awareness of the func 
tional utility of the education of women Several of them ^owed the signs of 
repentance for not having provided the opportunity of education to women 
Several of them were more cognisant of the compensatory function of women's 
education, i e , they had a feeling that as they themselves were uneducated 
they could not pay auy attention to the education of their children but if 
women are educated they definitely educate their children 

While studying the relationship between educational status and attitude 
towards women's education the villagers with higher education were found to 
be more conservative than those who were denied education right from the 
beginning 

Family size and attitude towards women's education 

Large family size has always been criticised for its closed attitude 
{ resistant to change ) towards various social problems In the present survey 
there being no family with persons 19 or more m Mulshi taluka it was not 
possible to compare the effect of such family size on the attitude of family 
heads In Purandhar taluka also such families were very few and most of the 
family heads held the modern attitude i e, they felt that women also must be 
given the opportunity for education Families with members between 16-18 did 
corroborate the view generally held, that large families hold the conservative 
attitude towards women's education No villager in this size range in Miushi 
held the traditional attitude, whereas m Purandhar 60 percent of the respon- 
dents felt women’s education to be a wastage Only 16 68 percent of the viUagers 
in Purandhar were of die opinion that education is a necessity for women 
Such villagers m Mulshi were 20 percent i e , more than Purandhar Families, 
With members between IS and 15, had almost the same percentage of tradi- 
honals in both talukas (28 63 percent m Mulshi and 26 67 percent m Purandhar), 
though at the modem end the difference was highly significant Purandhar 
villagers outnumbering the Mulshi villagers in large number 

Families with member 9 or less did ^ow significant change m attitude 
towards women’s education Average 20 p«cent held the traditional view m 
Midstu, but their equals m. Purandhar were only 13 percent i e a greater 
percentage of Purandhar villagers had dropped the traditional attitude la the 
aceeptaace erf the modern attitude, also significant changes could be noted 
The average percentage of those who had accepted the modern attitude in 
Mulshi was only 16 whereas 4i percent m Purandhar ejipreased such an atti- 
tude, It can be seen that file percentage of traditionais and moderns' In Mulshi 
was the same but m Purandhar moderns surpa^ed thetr#lhtson^it| 
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large oumber The smaller difference of percentage between traditionals and 
moderns in Mulshi was mostly due to die fact that several of the villagers 
held the transitional attitude towards women's education It can be said that 
people in Mulshi had crossed the threshold between traditional and transitional 
attitude m large numbers but several of them were yet to cross the threshold 
between transitional and modern attitudes On the contrary Purandhar 
villagers had crossed both the thresholds in large nurnbera 

Ajge and attitude towards women’s education 

Age is a Significant determinant of our attitudes Though the CDP 
was launched in 1952 for influencing the attitudes of villagers, still we can 
not expect it to influence the attitude of all age groups to the same extent 
The present observations pointed out that all age groups showed change m 
their attitude towards women’s education but they differed in the velocity of 
change Those below 45 years and above 46 years of age did migrate m 
their attitude towards the tnodeta attitude;, but those below 45 years la 
Purandhar showed an accelerated change Their percentage was about three 
times more than m Mulshi whereas those above 4S years were only two tunes 
as compared to their equal m Mul^ Similarly though the percentage of 
transitionals was almost the same for both the age groups in Purandhar still 
the difference between Mulshi and Purandhar transitionals was larger for the 
age group below 46 years than for the age group above 46 years- All this 
pomted out that the rate of mobility of attitude was greater m the bdow 
46 year age group than in the above 46 year age group Younger people 
registered greater shift ta the direction of acceptance of women’s education 

Attitude towards adult education (Men) 

Attitudes towards women’s;, mens and children’s education being 
closely related to each other it was necessary to study the attitude change 
relatively Surprisingly enough the villagers were found to have more favou 
Table aftittide towards women s education than the education of men, though 
only the male population was interrogated A comparative studs of Table 
Nos, 7 1 and 7 2 revealed the significant differences In Mulshi villages 
tradihonals with respect to attitude towards women's education w&re 61 where 
as towards the education of males were 78 signifying a greater percentage of 
traditional attitude towards male education Fifty Mulshi villagers felt that 
education is a necessity for women but only 38 felt it to be a must for men 
The respective numbers for traditionals and moderns in Purandhar were 64 
and S8 ftraditionals), and 171 and ISO (modems) It was noticed when they 
were further interrogated, ihat they felt that education js of no use to them in 
their profession i e., agriculture Several of them believed that they had full 
knowledge of (heir profe^on Moreover as they were the bread earners for 
the family they had no time to take cate of the education of their children 
which women could do and hence they desired more education for women 
ya^er than for men i 
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The comparative study of attitudes towards tnen s aud wemen’s educa 
tion given above should not create any dismal picture about the change in 
attitude towards men’s educahon Table No 73 points out that the attitude of 
villagers m Purandhar Taluka, towards men s education had undergone a 
Significant change X^' was found to be 80 14 statistically significant The only 
point was that the change was not as significant as the change in attitude 
towards women’s education Table 8 2 points out that the moderns mPurandhar 
Taluka were in a considerably larger number than m Mulshi Taluka It can 
be seen that the percentage of tradstionals was almost the same m Mtdshi 
( 27 08 p c ) and Purandhar (2136 pc ) talukas hence the significant 
difference m the percentage of moderns was a result of the fact that larger 
percentage in Purandhar had crossed over to the modern attitude from the 
transitional attitude as compared to the percentage m Mulshi 

Distance and attitude towards aduit education 

Villagi^s in Purandhar were found to have traditional attitude m 
almost the same percentage at all distance from the mam lines of commumca 
tion as with the percentages m Mulshi for the corresponding distances, except 
for those separated by river where the percentage m Purandhar was found to 
be lower than Mulshi Transitionals m Mulshi at different distances were m 
large number than Purandhar which gave a supenor position to moderns in 
Purandhar No significant relationship could be found between the distance 
and attitude towards adult education 

VfUdge size and attitude towards adult education 

Surprisingly '=*nough the percentage of people with the view that educa 
tion for adults ^ a wastage was sufficiently large m large size villages m 
Purandhar ( 23 08 p c ) than in Mulshi (8 16 p c ) with respect to such a view 
medium and small sized villages bad made a sufficient progress. Almost the 
same percentage of villagers in medium and small Sized villages m both the 
talukas was in a state of indecision as r^ards their attitude towards adult 
edncation Similarly the moderns were almost m equal percentage tn large size 
villages m both the samples The size effect was not found to be uniform The 
medium and small viilages did not offer much resistance to a change from 
traditional to transitional but ths resistance was found to be sufficiently strong 
for the shift fi om transitionai to modern On the contrary, large villages were 
more resistant to a change from trachtioaal to transitional, but once they 
crowed over to the transitional stage, the r^istance was sufficiently weakened 
at the ^ift from transitional to a modero attitude. 

Hnancial status and attitude towards adult education 

5he percentage of traditionals m all income groups in Purandhar was 
consjstmtly lower than m Mulshi except the Rs. 3001 to 6Q00 income group 
Surprisingly enough the percentage of traditionals m the high income group was 
three times greater la Purandhar than in Mulshi A relatively smaller percen 
tage had crossed the traditional phase of the attitude towards adult education 
Modern attitude was held by a consistently larger percentage m all income 
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groups m Purandhar This shows that the Mulshi ViHagers being in a transi- 
tional stagOj the Purandhar Mllagers were given a supenor position with respect 
to the percentage of moderns On the whole it was found that the low income 
groups, particularly those belov? Rs 1000-00 p a had improved less as compar- 
ed to the high income groups About one-fourth of the villagers m the low 
income group were still m traditional phase whereas only 16 p c such villa 
gers were found in the high income group in Purandhar Taluka Similarly the 
percentage of moderns was significantly higher in high income groups than 
in the low income groups It can be stated that the low income groups 
need greater concentration Those in the low income group had a feeling that 
education has a secondary importance m their life First they have to be the 
bread earners and education is not going to hdp them lO any way in the satis- 
faction of their hunger It is quite obvious that one can pay attention to 
education only after one’s hunger is satisfied though education itself is one of 
the means of enriching one s life. 

Caste and attitude towards adult eduction 

Advanced and religious castes showed very little improvement in their 
attitude, m fact advanced was found to have suffered a setback It was obser" 
ved that the semi-advanced and the depressed castes in Purandhar had made 
significant progress than those castes in Mulshi The percentage of traditionals 
belonging to those castes m Purandhar was found to be considerably lower 
( l&16-semi~advaaced and 28 83-depressed ) than their contemporaries (25 41- 
senu-advanced and 42 3l-dei3ressed ) in Mulshi At the modern end of the 
continuity their percentage was found to be significantly better (SSSS-senu- 
advanced, and 26 83-depressed ) in Purardhar than their equals ( 12 16~s€mi- 
advanced and II 64-depressed ) m Mulshi 

Semi backward and backward castes appeared to have been consi 
derably ignored by the CDP S^i backwards and backwards put together 
were found to have 2S71 p c traditionals in Mulshi and 2668 P c m 
Purandhar showing that about 25 p c of them had remained completely 
uninfluenced by the programme Moderns were m a greater percentage m 
Purandhar than Mulsln m these caste groups But this fact should not make 
us complacent and ignore the difference m the speed of development of these 
and other caste groups. Serai advanced and d^oressed cast^ had improved 
about three times m Purandhar as compared to their equals m Mulshi whereas 
the semi backward and backward castes had improved only two times This 
shows that though not esplicitely, impliciteiy atleast caste discrimination could 
not be rectified even while implementing the CDP Caste barriers did contri 
bate towards the differential implementation of the programme 

Edwchtiofial status and attitude towairds adult education 

It IB generally expected that the educated people should have a positive 

towards education But the findings of the present mvesbgation. did 
not ^Support the general expectation. There being no villagers with dtdless 
pn the at^ttides conld not be studied. It wii8 a matter of great 
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surprise that among those with secondary education (from Bth standard to 
S S C ) the percentage of traditionals was almost the same m Mulshi ( 17 24 
pc) and Purandhar ( 14 82 p c ) talukas. In addition 48 27 p c of the 
Villagers with such an educational height were found to be of the modern 
attitude in Mulshi, m contrast with Purandhar having 39 81 p c of such res 
pondents, 8 46 p c less than m Muldii Taluka In fact it was expected that 
there ought to have oeen a larger percentage of moderns 

Illiterates, near illiterates and those with primary education only (1st 
to 4th standard), on the contrary, showed much more improvement in their 
attitude The percentage of moderns in this group was roughly double in 
Purandhar as compared to Mulshi but the high education group m Purandhar 
had suffered a loss with respect to moderns 

The results are extremely difficult to interprete It can be said that 
those m the high education group are disillusioned after having educated them 
selves They perhaps had the high expectations about the utility of education 
which they found to be nothing else but empty hopes The illiterates and those 
with very little education feel that education is a must for adults It is very 
likely that they are under an illusion that education is a hnk between the 
organism and the physical world, that it may help them in improving their 
agriculture For educdtion to be effective being educated alone is not enough 
The organism should be continuously stimulated which will enable him to 
make use of his education While interrogating the respondents, several of 
tiienx who had learned lO read and write were found to be the recidivists, i e 
they had gone back to their previous stage of being ilhterates This state of 
affairs deserves to be remedied or else all literacy campa'gns are likely to be 
a wastage for the nation 

Family size and attitude towards adult education 

There were no comparison groups m Mul^i Taluka for families with 
19 m^bers or more Hence a comparative study was not possible For 
families with members between 13 and 18 the results were somewhat encourag 
mg Though the percentage of traditionals was higher m Purandhar (20 06 p c ) 
than m Mulshi {IQ 66 p c ) which was not desirable, still at the other end of 
the continuum, i e modern the Purandhar villagers were found to be m a 
significantly large percentage (35 00 p c ) n comparison with Mulshi (8 37 p c > 
Families with members between iO and 12 appeared to have maintained 
almost complete status-quo m almost ail categories,! e traditional tyansitioal 
and modern The percentage of traditionals was slightly highar m Purandhar 
(1967 p c) than in Mulshi (16 66p c) oi transition als was slightly lower 
{ 54,34 p n Purandaar and 5834 p c MulShi) and of moderns slightly higher 
(2609 pc Purandhar and 2500 p c Mul^i) Tins shows that the family 
Size under consideration made alnw^ no progress with respect to attitude 
towards adult education mspite of the functioning of the CDP for a period of 
fifteen years Small sized families with maximum 9 members were found to 
have made significant progress. The percentage of traditionals had suJffitient 
ly gone down and that of moderns suff cieptiy increased This shows that 
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nucleuf families are usualli favourable to changes m 'ittitude The extended 
families do not feel that the lack of adult education affects in any way the 
smooth functioning of the family 

Age and attitude towards aduit education 

Age la the present investigation did not appear to be a very crucial 
factor in shaping the attitude towards adult education The percentage of tradi 
lonals for age group below 46 years was almost the same m both the talukas- 
Traditionas were nearly 26 percent in this group With respect to tradition- 
ahty age group above 45 years had a shghtlj higher percentage i e , 28 84 m 
Mulshi 3«ch viUageis in Purandhar were only 18 97 percent The percentage 
of tranationals was found to be 61 99 and 5941 for below and above 46 year 
age groups respectively m Mulshi talaka The percentages of villagers with 
such views were 46 63 and SO 00 respectively in Purandhar taluka. Moderns 
constituted about one-third of the sample in both-below and above 45 year age 
groups in Purandhar, whereas thetr percentages were 1462 for age groups 
below 46 years and 11 97 for the group above 45 years of age m Mulshi The 
balance of improvement, if at all to be panted out, was slightly m favour of the 
age group above 46 years 

Awareness <tf Educational F^ciittles- 

This section aims at presenting the extent of awareness of the villagers 
about educational facilities that are available and their desire to avad of those 
facilities. With this mtent the villagers were asked, “If all facilities are provi 
ded, how much would you educate your children ? ” The assumption was that 
because the villagers had not to put themselves to any loss or inconvenience, m 
their answers the extent of awareness and the maximum education they want 
to give their children should coincide In addition the effort was made to study 
whether the villagers had any mforroation about the utility of education 

Significant difference was noted with respect to the extent of awarene% 
about educational facilities and the desire of villagers to avail of them The 
X,2»33 60 was found to be significant at 006 level In Turandhar taluka 
the picture was that of increasing awareness about the education from 9th 
standard upto the college education than in Mulshi taluka Professional edu 
cation did not apper^r to have made a significant impact on the perception of 
taJlagfers 1 able No 7 3 clearly points out the differences in the awareness of 
the educational facilities 

Distance and awareness of educational fhcitities 

Disfanca did not appear to be of much significance as the milages at 
different distances fnjin the mam lines of coiaroumcation appeared to have 
eqnal progress Not only that but the villages separated by river 
distance which were expected to have been ignored showed 
c?refcbe®er^i^rovem«wt dian the proximate ones, 
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Vif 3gd size and awareitiess about educational facihtio$ 

All villa^jS*: irrespective of the If “^i/e <ippt irtu to htvt hciorao pro 
gressively aware of the educational facjlitit.s ViUagcrh troiii the mall villages 
showed much more improvement than tltohi. belong! ijj +o the medium and large 
villages This was true with r spect to educatmi above the 9th standard 
Among the last three categories of edticaUo i viz 9lh to S S O College and 
professional thepereenUj^e of lespondents being uvarc of the professional educa 
tion was consistently jow ifi villages of all m/- ind belongjn„ to both the 
talukas The awareness oi college tduaiion was moie noticeable m small “^ized 
villages than the medium and lar^^e sired villages Aware le&s oi education 
between 9th standard nnd S S C was found in 43 pcxeent of villagers 
belonging to large sued villages, m both thi- talukas showing no improvement 
Medium and small sized vulages did improve but the imi.rovc»unt was more 
noticeable m the small sized villages than the medium ones The iretiuency 
of respondents with the aw areness of e ucation upio the 4th sundarti only 
being too low m botn the taluJias 2 in Purandhar 'UhI 4 m Mubhi ihe ge-aera 
lizations about the difference are likely to be misleading Ixxt very fact that 
there were ve-y few suvh respondents points out that the villagers from both 

the talukas had made progress with xc'^psct to awarene a beyond the primary 
level of education 

Hnanaal status and awarenesa about educational lacihttes 

In the low income group there appeared to be increasing awareness 
of lower educational levels Such villagers- tould not imagine the iKis&ibihty of 
seaiding their children for education beyond the 4th ataudarcL It should alway*, 
be remembered that very few villagers had the knowledge only of such a low 
level of education Increasing awareness was found among the high income 
groups with respect to higher educational levels like S S C and college 
education In the Rs 1 to 600 income group there was? no awareness of 
profesaonal education among the villagers belonging to both talukas The 
mapr fact to be noticed was that the percentage of respondents beirg aware 
of higher educational facilities with the exuUcit desire to avail of such educa 
tional c^portunities was higher m the highest income group in both the talukas, 
and It went on decreasing as we moved towards the low income level But 
the percentage difference of villagers showing improvement was found to be 
greater m the lower mcoire groups than the higher income groups This 
showed that though the villagers with very little income had improved, shU 
they constituted a negligible minority What needs to be done is a greater 
concentrated attention to the underprivileged villagers m bringing thOT close 
to the pnvdeged ones 

Caste and awareness t 

Advanced caste members appeared to have made very little progress 
th«e was very htde scope for improvement. Responses of villagemln this 
caste group from Jharandhar talnfca clustered around the higher edtjcatKioal 
leveJf oidy The rtunaimag ones did not have any school going cfrilsfren at all 
ft be- stated diatalnsswt all vdlagers had crossed the of 
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awareness about lower Ie\ els of education The Sk,mi advanced caste group had 
become more aware about the eoucationa! facihtjes at all levels Higher per 
centage of respondents in this caste group rep^rted their desire to educate tJieir 
children m ail educational levela The coadiUoa of the semi backward caste 
was found to be exactly opposite of the semi advanced caste This caste group 
not only did not show any increasing awareness about diffefent educational 
facilities, but also showed det^^rioration m awareness is seen in smaller per 
centage of respondents in Purandhar taluk a in ail educational groups in 
comparison to their opposites iti Mulshi taluka The backward caste was a 
picture of mixed awareness, i e greater awareness of some edutatioiia’ facilities 
and decreased awareness o' othera Depressed castes had become sufficiently 
aware of different facilities though their improvement was no* as high as that 
of seem advanced caste members Fifty percent of respondents of the religious 
caste in MuIshi d d not have any school going children and the remaining 
60 percent stated that they had no desire to educate the children On the 
contrary, there was no respondent in the second category of responses m Puraa 
dhar taluka, which shows that Purandhar dwellers definitely bad made greater 
progress than m Mulshi taluka A comparative study of all castes reveals that 
semi backward castes have been considerably ignored with respect m the 
awareness about educational facilities like various other fields of improvmentj 
by the CDP 

Educational status and awareness about educational facilities 

While considering the relationship between educational status and the 
awareness of educational facilities, there can be a clear divide between the 
villagers with very little or no education and those with hi^ education It 
was found that the illiterate and near illiterates had made no progress with 
respect to awarene^ and hence dieir level of aspiration about their childien'’s 
education was found to be too low The awareness was found to have m 
creased relatively more among those with very little formal education (upto 4th 
standard) than the illiterates and neat illiterates Maxtroum awareness was 
noticed among the villagers with education upto S S C level and their level 
of aspirations about thejr children & education appeared to have sufficiently 
soared high This shows that the level of aspiration about children s education 
was determined by the actual achievement of parents m terms of education 
Higher the education ot parents greater was the awareness and in turn desure 
to make use of the opportunity provided to them The CD? planned to upset 
the stagnation caused by illiteracy, but the dhterates continued to be stagnant 
with no rise in dieii' expectations and knowledge It is, m fact, they who are 
to be remedied, who are to be changed 

Ag« and awarenei» ^out educational facititfas 

Age did not appear to have any significant relationship with the 
awarene^ of edwcalional facihties and the desire to uhhse them, The divide 
of above 45 years and below 46 years of age reveals that both the ^eups had 
made egual advancement m awareness 
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l^amUy size and awareness about educational facilities 

Families with numbeis 16 or abo\,e did not show anj siijns of ohange 
in awareness and m turn no desire to educate thur children FanulitS with 
16 members or below showed decreasing improvement m av/areness as the 
family size went on shrinking In the small sized families there as more 
desire on the part of the people to gi\e college education to their children 
Family size as a whole did not determine the change m the desire of villagers 
to make use of the educational opportunities It did not appear to be a crucial 
factor m determining the awareness about educational faciliti© 

Uses of Compulsory Education for children 

Mere awarene^ of the existent educational tacilsties is not enough m 
motivating the villagers in developing the desire to make use of them It is 
necessary, in addition, to know the uses of education, because it is the perceived 
uses that help them m balancing the present uneducated condition and the 
future educated condition It is the relative desirabihti that makes the village 
people take steps in the direction of educating their children For this under- 
standing the open ended question was put to them clliciting their knowledge 
about the utility of compulsory education for children 

The XI test was applied and the value of was found to be IS SS 
which was not significant at 0 06 level of significance ThiS shows that the 
understanding of the uses of compulsory education among Purandhar village 
community was almost the same as that was of the Mulshi village community 
The difference was almost negligible 

It IS necessary to remember that nearly 50 percent of the villagers in 
both the talukas perceived employment *o be the mam function of education 
Th^y felt that education is the means for obtaining employment for the 
children 

Though the effort of the CBP is to improve the agricultural community 
mamily ( Village India being mainly agricultural ), the agaouJturists themselves 
did not feel that education is likely to be of any significance in improving the 
agriculture Only 12 villagers (4 17 percent) from Mulshi and 16 (3 88 percent) 
from Purandhar felt agricultural improvement to be of the use of compulsory 
education 14 68 percent from Mulshi and lO 22 percent from Purandhar felt 
improvement in the standard of living to be the mam uSe of education. Self- 
reliance and all round development was reported to be the use by 17 01 percent 
of villagers from Mulshi and 14 66 percent from Purandhar This shows that 
with reject to better uses of conftpuJsory educatoin Purandyiar villagers were 
m no way better than the Mulshi village community It is necessary to know 
the factors responsible for stagnation among Purandhar villagers about the 
uses of compulsory education m spite of fifteen years of functioning of the CDP 
in the taluka 

DtstanCe knowledge of the uses of comypulsory education — 

d , ^jVfhagaesTsepafated by fwer from the main streams of 
aad^^these which are distant not only did not m^rove but al^ 

t 










(lOS) 

/lilages showed deterioration, in the knowledge about the uses aS compared to 
svlulshi This was in a way contrary to the expectation that the proximate 
/lilai^es should be be ter informed than the remote ones 

Village size and knowledge of the uses of compulsory education 

Large and medium sized villages were increasingly unaware in. 
Purandhar than m Mulshi The small sized villages were si ghtly better with 
respect to the knowledge of the uses of compulsory education for children 

Educational status and knowledge of the uses of compulsory education 

Except the 5th to 8ih standard educational status group no other 
group showed any improvement In the 6th standard group greater awareness 
of the uses of compulsory education was seen As a whole educational status 
could not be related to the variations in the knowledge of the uses of corapul 
sory education 

Caste and knowledge of the uses of compulsory education 

Depressed castes showed sufficient awareness of the uses of compulsory 
education in comparison with various other caste groups It is very likely that 
the concentration of the Government on the uplift of the depressed caste 
community might have been responsible for the increased awareness of the uses 
of compulsory education for children m this community 

Financial status and the knowledge of the uses of compulsory education 
for children 

financial status did not appear to have any relationship with the 
knowledge of the uses of compulsory education for children as no income group 
appeared to have unproved 

Age and knowledge of the use of compulsory education for children 

Age also did not appear to have affected the knowledge of the uses of 
compulsory education for children The below 46 year age group appeared 
to have improved slightly more than the above 45 year age group But the 
improvement was negligible 

Family size and knowledge of the uses of compulsory education for 
children 

Large and small families alike did not affect the knowledge of th 
uses of compulsory education for children 

It becomes apparent from the discussion above^ that no factor wa 
significantly responsible for the villagers’ being uninformed about the uses ot 
compulsory education It is very likely that the GDP machinery itself rm^hf 
have failed to inform the villagers about the uses Only after the communication 
iS earned to the peopie that the problem of the differential impact of differeni 
factors on the reception of commumcation arises But m this case the mattes 
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was not properly communicated at all and hence the qu^tion of its reception 
by some members and inhibition of certain factors in case of others amply 
did not arise 

At the end it can be stated that women^s education was found to be of 
primary importance by the villagers than the education of male members ot the 
society The villagers could have been stimulated more for educating, their 
children more by making use of he opportunities provided for them if they had 
been well-mformed about the uses of compulsorj- education As they did not 
understand the utility of education they feci it to be a w astage and try as far 
as possible to keep them engaged in domestic activities Therefore m addition 
to making education compulsory for children it is necessary to give them the 
adequate knowledge of its uses It may sery e as a stimulant to them in concen 
trating more on education 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

One of the important topics on which tnose who are 
connected with the CDP desire to be informed is how far 
it has Succeeded in creating a progressive oudook-a 
change in the attitude — among the villager Usually 
the attitudes indicate as to how the person feels and 
minks about his social situation Attitudes are highly crucial in social behaviour 
as they are linked with the three key processes — motivation learning and 
perception Similarly the studj of attitudes is highly essential as a person s 
attitude towards something can be said to be his predisposition to become 
motivated in relation to it It is the attitudes that give stability and consis- 
tency to the man’s behaviour “ As the individual acquires more and more 
attitudes — as he assimilates more and more objects m his world — his 
improvisations toward these objects and hiS fresh examinations and interpre 
tations of them decrease ” ) 

The range of atutudes is almost unlimited. One may have attitude 
towards any object or aspect of behaviour which lorms a part of his psycho- 
logical world In this chapter an attempt has been made to present the social 
attitudes observed among the villagers 

The outlook of the villagers is reflected in their values and attitude 
towards various aspects of their life Government is the primary agency 
through which the efforts are being made for the upgradation of the villagers 
In order that the CDP be a success, favourable attitude towards the Govern 
ment is a prerequisit It is necessary to start the weaning process i e the 
process by which the dependence on the Government is gradually reduced 
Hence it is necessary to know how far the people have learned to do without 
the Government aid Naturally it is essential to study how far the self reliant 
attitude has developed among the villagers It Can be said that the attitude 
towards Government and the self r^ant attitude are the complementary ones 

There are various social evils prevailing in the village society and 
villagers do have certain attitudes towards them Social status of wowen is 
one such social evil prevailing in our society Since long the women m our 
society are being denied the right of equality with the male members Now- 
a-days women appear to have become aware of their right and they have 
started demanding equal rights with those of men It is necessary to know 
how far the awareness has reached the viUage women community In order 
to introduce such a change m the society there are two requirements which 
should be jEulfiUed 

I grech, Crutchfield Baliacbey — liidividoal in Society — A text book of Soefal Psychology 
XnteimatJoiial Student edition McGiaw Hill Book Company Inc« KOCiAiCUSHA Com 
pany Utih, Tokyo* P U7 
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First IS that the women community should become aware of its right 
and al=;o the fact that it has been denied such right Still more important is 
the second requirement There should be a change in the traditional attitude 
of the male commuoitj The traditional attitude should be substituted by the 
progressive attitude If it is done we will have made a long headway towards 
the eradication of this social evil 

Great natural calamities like famine and visitation of epidemics like 
plague and cholera were looked upon before the modern scientific era as indi 
cation of the wrath of heaven against which it is useless for weak mortals to 
struggle Such was the attitude of hopelessness and a spirit ot resignation 
among the people For a speedy social change it is necessary to introduce 
changes m the fatalistic attitude towards such aspects of social life 

Caste s>yiitem iS another evil which has affected the economic and 
social life of the society in many ways Nowhere in the world except India do 
we come across the caste system similar to the one that prevails in India “ The 
word caste comes from the Portuguese word Casta ’ signifying breed race or 
kind Risley defines Caste as a collection of families or groups of families 
bearing a common name, claiming a common descent from a mythical ancestor, 
human dmue; professing to follow the same hereditary calling, and regarded 
by those who are competent to give an opinion as forming a single homoge- 
neous community ^ It is no doubt, true that each caste constitutes a homo 
geneous unit m itself, hut various castes - the various homogeneous Caste units 
in India have been responsible for introducing heterogeneity m the Indian 
Social structure The fact that there are various castes in India is not as per 
plexing as is the fact that there is a constant social distance among the castes 
Scheduled Castes or the untouchables were so much discriminated against that 
till this time they were deprived of the human treatment by the human society 
Now the CDP is trying its best to eradicate this social evil and introduce homo 
geneity in the present heterogeneous structure of the society Mrs Indira 
Gandhi the Prime Minister of India, while inaugurating the parhamentarian 
convention against communalism at Vithalbhai Patel Bhavan, New Delhi on 
27 - 4-1968 said The time has come when communalism cannot be tolerated 
any longer If the poison was allowed to spread it would be a danger to 
democracy and freedom ” In the same convention Mr Jagjivan Ram, the Union 
Minster for Food and Agriculture called on the majority communities to give 
the minontirs a sense of secunty He stated the minorities did suffer from a 
sense of frustration and insecurity It is, therefore, necessary to study the 
changes m attitude towards the imnonty coramuniti^, particularly the Scheduled 
Caste community 

Progressive attitude includes a healthy attitude towarcte the habits of 
cleaialinesB also, because cleanlmess is essentially a social phenomenon, involving 
cqaporate effort which could only flounsih if the necessity for it had actually 
been feh by the people 

% d lU Miafaft CjHingiiiig Paftjam of Indkn Villages S <aiai!d & Co Rwii New 
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The increase m the population and pressure exercised on the limited 
sources of the country has brought to the forefront the urgency of the problem 
of family planning and population control The size and quality of nations 
population are of utmost importance to national welfare While death rate has 
been lowered by the application of medical science, the birth rate continues to 
be fairly constant 

“ Maharashtra today gives top priority to family planning It won the 
national award for family planning for 1960-61 1963 64 and 1964-65 Long 
before the country’s planners began to pay more than lip sympathy to the need 
for familv planning social workers like Maharshi Karve and Shakuntala 
Paran)ape had taken up the campaign with the missionary zeal in the face of 
public ridicule The Maharash ra Government has recognized these pioneering 
efforts Maharashtra today has a well knit family planning organization and 
It IS engaged in the stupendous task of reducing the birth rate from 3S per lOOO 
to 19 per thousand by 1973 ( From an article entitled Family Planning drive 

no longer an anathema ’ published in the Times of India^ The GDP emphasi 
ses the training of personnel to educate the masses m family planning and 
similarly the Government offers the cash incentives 

The discussion above points to the fact that the population problem is 
being attacked on all fronts It should always be borne m mind that educahon 
in family planning is an effort to change the attitude towards family planning 
It necessarily involves the discussion of diverse aspects of sex which is pure'y a 
personal and private affair and whose expression iS ngidly restricted by the 
society It IS the attitude towards such a delicate aspect that is to be 
changed 


The attitude towards cultural education also deserves some attention 
It is necessary to know how far the methods of rel gious education are itifluen 
cial in the behaviour of villagers and how far their perception about the rustic 
methods has changed 

In the present survey an attempt was made to study the impact of 
CD? on all the social attitudes mentioned above The attitudes observed 
among the villagers are discussed iti the foregoing section 

Attitude towards self reliance & Government 

The Government of India is floating financial aid to villagers m order 
to compensate for their underdevelopment The as umption is that they need 
the help for initiating the upward mobility But when one looks at the aid with 
which the villagers are being fed one becomes suspicious about the purpose that 
is expected to be served by the aid The villagers are being aided in order 
to inculcate self reliance among them, not for encouraging dependence on the 
Government The Government wants the villagers to take oyer the responsi 
bility of continuing the development work on themselves gradually How far 
the desired Objective has been attained can be seen by studying the self 
reliant attitude among the respondents interrogated In order to study the 
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extent of self reliant attitude among Mllagers following <juestions were put 

to them 

1 ) How do you satisfy the needs which cannot be satisfied m your 
regular income ^ 

a) Rely or God 

b) Try to satisfy with the help of others 

c) Try myself 

d) Follow other methods 

2) How do you feel about the Govetnment aid for the development 

of the village 7 

a) Coatjniious Government aid alone will help the development 
of the village 

b) Government aid and our efforts both are essential for the 
development of the village 

c) We alone are capable of out village development 

5) Who IS responsible for maintaining clean the village 1atrmes» 

drainages and wells ^ 

a) Government 

b) Government and villagers 

c) Villagers alone 

4) What IS the biggest problem that you are faced with at present ? 

6) What do you do to solve your problem 7 

Some of the questions were the fixed alternative questions whereas 
others were the open end questions Three judges were given the task of 
analysing the responses on a continuum of complete self reliance to complete 
dependence and the scares were given to the classified responses the lowest 
score indicating maximally dependent attuude and the highest the maximally 
self reliant attitude The range of scores ranged from S to 15 

la the present survey the self reliance score was found to be too low 
1 e , 7 10 and 6 90 m both Mulshi and Purandhar taluka, respectively The 
mean self reliance score of both the talukas was almost the same This points to 
the fact that there was no improvement m the attitude towards self reliance m 
the most experimented upon taluka On the contrary, from the results 
obtained it can be stated that the villagers la jParandhar taluka appeared to 
have an mrreased tendency to depend on some other extern^ agency rather 
than on themselves The results presented in Chapter III stand testimony to 
what was observed indirectly The number of pearsons stating much improve 
meat m self reliance was found to be very small Those stating some 
Improvement constitute 54 8d p c m Hulshi and 68 46 p c in Purandhar The 
difference, though statistically sigmficant, ^ould not give us a sense of com 
placency because this is not the degree of achievement that was expected aft^r 
a continuous flow of aid to the inllagers over a period of 16 years Jf one is 
tempted to make a remark that the conbaupi^ aid has resulted m fosteotng 
the dependent attitude among the villagers, it wont be much of atr ^ 
dggeratioo 
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In ordear to set the ball rolling it is neces'iary to apply some energy^ 
but if the energy applied is increased in excess of what is needed one may get 
the demmishing returns. Perhaps it is the same phenomenon which has played 
its role in the impact of GDP The yiUagers, no doubt, needed a push from 
without for their upward start But it appears that the aid given to them was 
out of proportion and hence it had fostered dependent attitude rather tiiaa the 
attitude of self-reliance 

Attitude towards Government 

The study of attitude towards Government makes the observations on 
the development of self-reliant attitude more intelligible The attitude towards 
Government was studied la its manifold aspects First of all it was nece^ary 
to study the extent of fai h which the villagers had towards the Government as 
faith IS a necessary condition to have a favourable attitude towards the Govern 
meat In order to assess the extent of faith m the Government the following 
questions were put to the respondents 

1 Do the Government servants come to you to give advice on 
different matters ? 

1 ) Yes, 2 ) No 

2 What do you feel about the Government servants ? 

I ) They come because they get salary and allowances 

II ) Our improvement also makes them come 

III) They come because of altriastic motives only 

3) Do you get the Government aid in time 7 
Yes f No 

4) Have you ever been put to loss because of the Government aid ^ 

Yes / No If yes how ^ 

6) Do you have faith in the Government 7 
Yes / No 

Scores were given to the responses the range of scores b^ng from 3 to 
15 But the low score indicated greater faith, whereas the high score indicated 
little faith in the Government It appeared that the villagers did have faith 
in the Government The average »:ore of respondents in Mulshi was 6 80 and 
of those m Pur andhar 7 3l This points to the fact that there was very little 
difference jn the score expressing faith in the Goveamment But surprisingly 
enough the Purandhar score was a htde higher than the Mulshi score, though 
the difference was not statistically significant T^ie trend is easily discernible 
from the difference It can be said that though the village people had not lost 
their faith m the Government, still there was a tendency towards lack of faith 
At this point It IS necessary to bring m the views expressed by the viUagftcsm 
the informal interview with them There were constant complaints from the 
villagers irrespective of age, caste educabon, etc about the treatment given 
to them by the Government servants Ihfeir constant complamt was, the 
Government servants do not turn up to us at all, or if at all they do they gg to 
the village and just sit in the Chawn, meet some df the important peisons and 
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return ” It ^ould always be remembered that it is a class which was ignored 
Since long and it is thit> class which has to be improved Naturally it is 
desirable for the Government servants to meet as many villagers as possible 
and establish good relations wrth them It should always be remembered that 
the success of the CDP rests not much on how much aid is offered to the 
Villagers but on whether the community development machinery has become 
successful m establishing the rapport with the villagers 

In order to understand the attitude of the villagers towards the 
Government they were further interrogated thus 

What are the reasons for the lack of faith m the Government servants ? 

The analysis of responses revealed that out of the 288 respondents 
from Mulshi 161 and of 412 from Pufaadhar, 163 stated that they had no 
expenen.ee with the Government servants at all Of the remamiog 127 res 
pendents from Mulshi 52 (40 96 p c } and of 269 from Puranrihar 91 (36 14 p c ) 
reported that the Government servants are m the habit of taking bribes 
A section of the village community reported that the Government does not pay 
any attention to the poors It is obvious that the re^onse had come from the 
poor section of the community There were 13 such respondents in Mul^i and 
40 ui Purandhar If this state of affairs continued the gap between the poor 
and the rich was likely to be widened rather ijian bridged 

While making adverse comments on the Government, the impact on 
the other side of the com should not be ignored There was a significant 
improvement m the percentage oi respondents stating that the Government 
servants are good people. There were only 16 such villagers in Mulshi whereas 
they were ?I m Purandhar, a significant difference 

In order to understand their attitude they were fuither asked to 
elaborate on then experiences with the Government servants They were asked, 
**What is the loss which you have suffered as a result of the Government aid ?‘’ 
The number of respondents reporting the loss due to Government aid was very 
small and the differences were also quite negligible 

For understanding the attitude towards Government they ware asked 
‘^What do you expect the Government servants to do m the inters of the 
village development 7 * 

There were only 70 respondents in Mulshi and 44 in Pufaadhar who 
could not express any expectation about die Government servants Those who 
felt that they are incapable of doing anything constituted a negligible minority 
Bntdiose who were fully satisfied with whatever was done for the village deve- 
lopment by the Government also constitided a negligible minority This shows 
feat a large section of the village population bad various expectations from fee 
Governi!n«cft Following were the expectations mentioned by the village*^ frdia 
GoVeraihejat Bgures ui brokets indicate the number of yjllageilS who 
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1) Give us loans ( M k 78 P = 117 ) 2) Establish rapport and 

supply information 3) Should get the work done from the village leaders 
( M = 12 P = 20 ), 4) Should provide agricultural implements manures, 
etc ( M = 13, P = 19 ) 6) Should make irngat on facilities, (Mss44 Ps60), 

6) adequate dnnkirg water supply should be ensured, (M = 21, P=14) 

7) educational facilities should oe provided ( M = 26 P = 9) , 8) give us culti 

vable land or provided employment opportunity ( M =: 20, P s 16 ), 9) Co- 
operative societies should be established ( M = 12 P = 9 ) 10) Adequate net 

work of roads and transport, (M = 38 P = 16) 11) dispensary (M ss 6 P ss 6) 
12) Small industries (M = 6 P = 8) 13) electricity (M = 0, P = 2) 14) should 
work in time (M = 7 P = 14) and 15) should stop taking bnbes, (Msb4 Pss16) , 

Out of the long list of eicpectations mentioned above, it can be seen m 
the table that expectations of the villagers about the facilities from item 3 to 13 
in Purandhar had remained either the same as those of villagers in Mulshi or 
even reduced It is very likely that because the Government had already pro 
vided those amenities the villagers in Purandhar were sufficiently satisfied, 
which itself was not enough to give a sense of complacency to the villagers On 
the other hand the highly experimented upon taluka was perhaps an ideal 
for the villagers m Mulshi which provided an anchoring point for rising their 
expectations The table points out that 36 78 p c of the respondents in Mulshi 
and 31 79 p c from Purandhar expected the Government to give loans to them 
The percentage of such respondents in both the talukas was almost the same 
but the explanations are somewhat different Because the loans were given in 
plenty to the villagers in Purandhar, their expectations had rather decreased, 
on the other hand the same fact that the loans were given to Purandhar villa 
gers raised the expectations of the Mulshi dwellers about loans 

The most significant expectations from the Government were the 
following 

1) Should establi^ rapport and supply information, 2) Should work 
in time and 3) should stop taking bnbes 

These three are really the crucial factors on which the success of the 
CDF mainly depends Of those who had expressed some expectations, 35 28 p c 
from Mulshi and 61 09 p c from Purandhar a significant difference desired 
that the Government servants should first gam confidence by visiting the villa 
gers and then supply information to them The mam difficulty of the villagers 
was that they were not much aware of the alternative solutions to their problems 
audit was the responsibility of the community developmet machinery to feed the 
villagers with that information Second expectation was that the work should 
be done in tune The villagers reported various incidents of delay m the work 
The manures were supplied late the better seeds were sent to them after the 
seeds were sown they had to go to the taluka headquarter frequently just 
because of the vims of the servants. The last an<J the most important expectation» 
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which, if not satisfied bungs doA^n the morale of the villagers was that 
the Government servants should stop taking bribes The oft repeated statement 
of the villagers was the servants did not stop taking bnbes the money 
lenders were as good as the Government servants gmag loans to us. ** The 
implication was that the only difference between the money lender and the 
Government was that the money lender used to recover more money by way 
of interest whereas the Government servants re-’overed it through bribes If 
this state of affairs continued the morale of the villagers was likely to topple 
down soon 

When the self-reliant attitude and the attitude towards the Govern- 
meat servants are compared it can be said that there was no improvement 
whatsoever m the self-rehant attitude and tendency to depend an the Govern 
ment and expect more and more from it was on the increase This state of 
affairs needs to be remedied if the CDP is to be a success m the Strict sense of 
the term. 

Attitude towards the Social Status of Women 

In many underdeveloped countries women have a status which is 
ascribed m them because of their sex and are severely restricted as to what 
they can do or achieve In the present survey an attempt was made to study the 
change m the traditional attitude of the villagers towards women The attitude 
could be exammen from the answers to the questions given below 

What should be the status of women in the society ? 

1 They should never be given rights equal to those of men Because 
they are inferior to men by birth 

2 Even if they are inferior, still they are likdy to improve if the 
opportnmty is provided to them, 

3j There is no basic difference between men and women They must 
be granted the equality of rights 

The distribution of different social attitudes m the population m Table 
No S i shows that the CDP had not succeeded appreciably in breaking the 
traditional attitude towards the social status of women though the difference 
between the respondent m Mulshi and Purandhar taluka was statistcally signi- 
ficant at 03 level In Mulslu 40 88 pc and m Purandhar 40 78 pc of 
the respondents were found to hold the view that they did not deserve equality 
of rights With those of men Only one-third of the respondents m Purandhar 
fdt that women must be given the equal rights About a? p c who could 
be classed as transitionals had a feeling that women are basically inferior, 
bid tihey are hkeSy to improve This shows that more than two-third of the 
retpottdents in Purandhar still held the old traditional view that women ate 
bfasically mfenor to men The finding was not suxpnsmg in view of the fact 
tkkt changes tn soaal attitudes cannot be achieved in a very short period of 
Unto 
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Social attitudes 


Responses 

■a 

g 

€ 

Transitional 

Modern 

Total 

Social Phemomena 

M 


^ ! 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M P 

Social status o* women 

135 


168 

95 

ill 

68 

133 : 

288 412 

Health and medicine 

41 


31 

206 

195 

41 

186 

288 412 

Infections diseases 

20 


16 

91 

97 

177 

299 

288 412 

Cleanliness 

29 


104 

173 

172 

86 

106 

288 882 

Scheduled caste 

71 


57 : 

164 

194 

53 

161 

288 412 


Education & Social Status of Women 

From the responses obtained from the villagers education appeared to 
have a very significant relationship -with the social status of women The percea 
tage of those vnth progressive outlook (moderns) with respect to women s social 
status among the illiterates and those nearly ill terate (who could read but not 
write and who could just read and write without any formal education ) was 18 
m Mulshi and 16^9 in Purandhar But among those with different grad^ of 
education from 1st standard to college education such respondents were only 
26 p c m Mulshi whereas they were 39 p c m Purandhar, a sigimficant 
difference. It can be said that education might have helped the villagers m 
devdopmg a progressive outlook towards the social status of women Educa 
tion has the quality of bringing knowledge to a person Naturally it enables 
him to part with ignorance which he had since long 

Financial status & Social status of Women 

A noticeable change was found in the views of those 'with income 
above Rs 2001 p a than those with income below Rs. 2000 p a Out of Si 
respondents m the 3001-5000 income bracket there were only 9 respondents m 
Mulshi Taluka who felt that the equality of status must be granted to women, 
but their c^sites in Purandhar were 40 out of 76, a highly significant im 
provement Same was the case with those m the income bracket between 
Ra, 2001 - 3000 They were only 6 out of 85 in Mul^i, whereas m Purandhar 
they were SO out of 74 On the other band the percentage of respondents with 
such progressive attitude in all other income groups remained almost nn 
changed m Purandhar in comparison w^h th^r restive equals m Mulshi 
This shows thnt- mcomn had a very high influence on the views ot the villages. 
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Age and $ociaf Status of Women 

The improvement was noticed m both the age groups the one below 
45 years of age and the other above 46 years Bm the change was Sufficiently 
noticeable in the age group below 46 j ears than the age group above The 
pearcentage of respondents emphasising equality of status to women in the 
above 46 year age group iii Mulshi was 26 and m Purandhar 32, a nse of only 
7 p c But in the below 45 year age group the percentage of such a response 
in Mulshi was only 16 69 whereas m Purandhar it was 32 40, almost double, 
an improvement of 16 71 p c a significant improvement From this observa 
tion it can be stated that the younger generation was definitely on the 
progressive march towards the acceptance of modern, attitude. Tire older 
generation could not be expected to have such a ^eedy improvement towards 
progressive attitude as they have been staying with a specific pattern of be* 
haviour throughout their life time 

Caste and Social Status of Wom^ 

The most significant change was noticed m the semi advanced caste 
group The percentage of respondents with modern attitude was too low in 
Mulshi ( 17 12 p c ) but in Purandhar it was almost double ( 33 66 p c ) The 
improvement though statistically significant could not be said to be an alarm 
ing observation Such persons constituted 33 66 p c of the total number of 
re^ondents in this caste group which is the majority community in the villages 
In fact they were expected to have improved more The most significant 
factory which was likely to be responsible for such slow progress was the 
Purdha system practiced by this community Even now the Purdha system is 
practiced very rigidly in this caste group m the villages Naturally the progress 
could not be expected to be speedy On the other hand no improvement could 
be noticed among the depressed caste members 42 31 p c of the depressed 
caste member in the Mulshi sample held the modern attitude, whereas m 
Purandhar sample they were only 38 06 p c i e they suffered reverses with 
respect to their attitude towards the social status of women But it is a fact 
worth mentioning that the percentage of such respondents in the least experi 
mented upon taluka was much higher than of semi advanced caste group m 
least as well as in most experimented upon talukas It may be due to the fact 
that equality of status for women is being practiced since long in the depressed 
caste community 

On the wh^e it can be said that the CDP has achieved success in 
breaking the axial harner between the male and female community Of 
course the improvement cannot be expected to be too speedy as the social 
attitudes are very difficult to break through 

Attittude towards Health and Medicine 

It IS towards various disease and ^idemics that the vdlagers held 
a fatahstic attitude. It was necessary for the CDP to break throu^ ea^ 

and latrodpce a reahsfic SaculaF attitude apioa^ the yfllagere. ’X^ 
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following questions were put to the villagers to extract the information about 
their attitude towards such social aspects 

1) What would you do if some one is ill m your family ? 

i) Pray God, 

ii) Take medicine from the experienced old persons , 

m) According to the requirement I will either go to the doctor or 
to the experienced old villager , 

iv) Approach the doctor immediately 

2) What do you feel about epidemics like Cholera Plague, etc ? 

i) Ck>d sent misery , 

ii) Lack of cleanliness and God sent misery , 

111 ) Lack of cleanliness and contagion 

These questions served two purposes First, the attitude of villagers 
towards health and medicine could be studied Secondly, the change in 
fatalistic attitude also could be studied The change m this area of attitudes 
was found to be highly significant “We will pray God ” was the response to 
the first questionr eported by only 41 respondents m Mulshi and 31 m Puran 
dhar Similarly God given misery was reported to be the cause of epidemics 
by only 20 respondents m Mulshi and 16 in Purandhar These responses 
dearly indicated that the fatalistic attitude towards health problems and 
epidemics was disappearing very rapidly According vO the requirement we 
will either go to the doctor or the experienced old villager ’* was the response 
to the first question by a significantly large number It was so because first 
of ail every time the doctor was not available, secondly then: behaviour 
dreaded on the seriousness of the disease and thirdly on the availability of 
funds All these factors in combination deterred them from resorting to the 
modern attitudes It did not haire much of a tinge of fatalistic attitude. 

To the second question ** lack of cleanliness and God given misery ’ 
was reported by only 91 respondents m Mulshi and 97 in Purandhar This 
shows again that the fatalistic attitude did not retain much hold upon the 
villagers Modern attitude towards the first question was reported by only 
41 respondents in Mulshi but there were 186 such respondents in Purandhar 
Taiuka This shows that m this held the contribution of fee CD? is highly 
commendable In response to the second question it was found that 61 54 p c 
of fee respondents from Mulshi and 72 57 p c from Purandhar no longer held 
the fatalistic attitude. They were fully convinced of the fact feat epidemics 
are solely caused by fee lack of cleanliness and contagion 

It can be said feat the fatalistic attitude no longer continues to have 
any significant impact on the behaviour ot fee village community, for which fee 
credit goes to CDP 

Attitude towards Oi^nliness 

Cleanliness nghtiy understood, is a social phenomenon much clcse to 
the attitude towards health and mediunev "The mass® of India — parfeiu 
lariy the rural masses have been more or Jeso immobile , fot centuries they 
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have never felt any social obligation or an j civil right , there has never been 
a feeling either of social responsibilities or of privilafet* Now the CD? 

undertakes to make them conscious of their rights and pn^ilagc^ and as also 
of their obligations and responsibility m the society A small vi’lagc road 
might have developed a dangerou rut in the middle and it was nobody s 
business to fill up that pit 4 nuisance would rather be allowed to continue 
la the middle of the village causing inconvenience and unhigiemc conditions 
for all of them, than to make them feel any urge for a joint effort to remove it 
That was the situation of our rural people ’ 3 

The statement given aoove expresses the atti ude of our villagers 
towards cleanliness, before the inception of the CDP It was necessarv to see 
if there were any changes in their attitude towards cleanlincijs With this 
objective in view the toiiowmg question was put to them 

Who IS responsible for mamiaming clean the village latrmcs dram 
ages and wells ^ 

(i) Government alone 

(ii) Government and the villagers 

(ill) Villagers alone 

There being no village iairmes drainages and wdls m Kumbharwalan 
a village from Purandhar Taluka the villagers could not visualise the agency 
responsible for maintaining them clean Hence their responses were not 
considered at all The responses m Table No 9 13 show that there was 
absolutely no change m the atti'^ude towards cleanUnesb Only 10 07 p c of 
the respondents m Mulshi Taluka expressed the feeling that the responsibility 
of keeping the village clean restb with the Covernment But m Purandhar 
Taluka where the CDP has been functioning since the. time of its inception 
such re^ondents constituted 27 23 p c roughly one forth of the population 
This shows that there was an increasing tendency to depend on the Govern 
ment which is there to breed independence Those who held the view that it 
was the sole re^onsibility of the villagers only constituted almost the same per 
ceatage, 29 86 p c m Mulshi and g7 75 p c m Purandhar This shows that the 
development of the feeling of identification was almost completely lacking 
Moderns were 2 II p c less m Purandhar than m Mulshi In order to develop 
the feelmg that cleanliness of the village was the responsibility of the villager 
and not of the Government, it was necessary for a villager to devdop the 
feding that it was not his house only that belonged to him, but even, the village 
he ou^t to have been able to think of the wider village community to which 
he owed some responsibility Cleanliness of the village is something which 
dtould be done by an individual m his corporate capacity 

Attitude towards Sehodufed Caste 

The caste system is a peculiar institution of Hindus and has affected 
iheif economic and social life m many ways There has been a long physical 
and psyehologieal distance between the Scheduled Caste and dte non 

*■ . - - ■ I- - j — - ■ - -f- - - ■ ■ ■ - -r . I ■■ t - 
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Scheduled Caste membeis. In Indian societ 5 the specifications of these dis 
tances were absolute The term «ociai distance expresses the idea of a 
gradation of one’s own group and its values with respect to those of another 
group Social distance implies subo^ds nation and super ordination 
Social distance signifies not mereiy spatial isolation but, more importantly, 
isolation of ideas and attitudes ’ ^ In order to s udy the attitude of villagers 
expressing the social distance between scheduled caste and others, the following 
Questions were put to them 

1) What do you feel about <he untouchables ^ 

i) There is some basic drfierence between the touchables and 
the untouchables Hence the untouchable cannot improve at 
all 

«) If the opportunity is given they are likely to improve 
111 ) There is no basic difference between the touchables and the 
untouchables Hence they can unprove as much as the 
touchables have improved 

2) Which facilities should be given to the Scheduled Caste members 
out of the following ^ 

i) Intercaste Marriage, u) Eating together m) Entry into the 
temple iv) Take water of the pnvate well, v) Sit with us 
in the temple, vi) Take water of the common well vii) Sit 
With our children in School ym) Entry into the chaori, and 
ix) No facility 

The first question refers to the attitude towards the possibility of 
improvement among the scheduled caste members. From the results it is 
apparent that tne changes in attitude towards the possibility of improvement 
were highly significant Out of the total number of respondents m Mul^i 
2465 p c still believed that the untouchables are basically different from and 
inferior to other human beings But such respondents were only 13 S3 p c m 
Purandhar a negligible percentage In Mulshi Taluka the moderns were 
18 40 p c , 1 e , they constituted a minor percentage m Mulshi, whereas they 
were 38 79 p c m Purandhar It can very easily and certainly be stated 
that Puraudhar Taluka had made a striking move towards the progressive 
outlook They did not believe much in the genetic difference between the 
untouchables and the other touchable Hindus They now bdieved that they 
were only deprived of the opportunity for improvement Now there being no 
difference between them and the touchables they are also equally capable of 
im^ovejnent 

To have just a feeling (hat there are no differences between the nn 
touchables and the touchablea is not the only thing and every thing of attitude 
change that was desired It is just a first step towards change If one 
becomes aware of the fact there are no dif ferenccb one should be ready to 
assimilate them with one self It ivas necessary to know whether (here was 

hoM Young Hsndbook of Sovtal Ffsy<hotagy Routl«dg« 4 Ke?gs*i Paul Ltd 

London Revlstd «d 1957 
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atny psychological difference betv/eea tdxe different caste groups with special 
reference to their attitudes With the view to Swudy this difference it is 
necessary to examine the data regarding the attitude of respondents towards 
several selected aspects of interact-on between the touchable Hindus and un 
touchables The special technique that was adopted for the purpose was termed 
as the Social Distance Ladder ^ by putting the second question to them 
Eight types of bociai relationship® m an increasing degree of social d stance 
were formulated Every caste member was asked whether he would allow the 
type of relationship under consideration with the untouchables. To study the 
same feeling of social distance among the scheduled caste members the> were 
asked whether they desired to have the same social interactions with the 
touchable Hindus. Because of thus modification I was enabled to study the 
reactions of both, touchables. as well as untouchables, towards caste 
discrimination. 

Table No 8 2 shows the distribution of responses in Mulshi and 
Purandhar population It can be seen that almost the same percentage of 
regxindents 2&71 p c in Mulshi and 27 91 p c m Purandhar — about 26 p c 
of feeir respective populations— expressed the feel og that no social relationship 
mentioned in the list should be allowed with tne scheduled caste members 
It was observed that the feeling about the inter caste marriages among the 
rural people was deeply conservative Almost the same percentage of res 
pendents, 7 64 p c m Mulshi and 7 77 m Purandhar a very minor percentage 
felt that all social interactions including i iter caste marriages between scheduledi 
castes and non scheduled castes should be practiced, i e , they alone had no 
objection to allowing them on the top most step of the ladder 

On the problem of later-dining the data showed that the attitude 
held was not as strong 36 respondents m Mul^ and 9& in Purandhar ex 
pressed no hesitation for interaction below mter-dmxng inclusive of inter dining 
1 e * the 7 h Step was permi;^ible according to them Though the percentage 
of respondents ready for the said interaction was very low 13.60 percent la 
Mulaihi and 23 30 percent in Purandhar, still the difference was quite signifi 
cant Those, in Purandhar, of this view were almost double that of those m 
Mul^i Among other social relation^ips, the attitude against allowing the 
untouchables into the temples appeared to have been sufficiently diluted But 
there was a strong feeling against allowing them to stt with the other caste 
members Additional 51 respondents m Mulshi and only 17 in Purandhar 
were ready to all the scheduled caste members to sit with them The villagers 
were ready to allow the minor social interaction between the scheduled caste 
and non scheduled caste members The first step was allowed to them by 21 1 
m Mulshi and 297 m Purandhar Several of the respondents expressed their 
readiness to grant the manor concessions likes entry into the chaori, allowing 
diem to at with their own children in schools or taking water of the public 
well It was noticed that the matters^ in which they were personaly involved, 
were not pemnssiple to the scheduled caste members 

The lUuaon created by the previous discussion disappears when one studies 
the fable cnfically Though there were 22 re^ndenis in Mulshi and 3S in 
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Purandhar ready to grant all facilities including inter caste marnaj^es still it 
must be’rernembered that out of them 13 m Mulfahi and 11 m Purandhar were 
the scheduled caste members themselves It was not surprising it the unmuch 
ablesi who were unnecessanli' segregated from the -est of the socielv an i 
who were unnecessarily denied various rights for no fault of thur osvn expressed 
the desire to oe given all facilities On the basis of castcb it can be seen that 
there was*no improvement whatsoever in the attitude of Brahmins In Mulsln 
all the three Brahmin respondents expressed the view ihat the marital inter 
action with the untouchables should be allowed whereas in I’urandhar only 
one out of SIX expressed his readmes^ This shows that the advanced caste 
has preserved its conservative attitude The imrpovement was noticeable 
in the members of the semi advanced and the semi backward caste groups. 
Among the backward and religious caste groups there was no impiovement 

On the problem of inter d,ning the data showed that the attitude of 
upper caste people against inter dmmg with untouchaoles was still strong 
Jhere was not a single Brahmin who was ready to allow the si-heduled caste 
members on the sev enth step, j e the facility of dm ng with themselves 
Apparently it appears that out of 06 in Purudhar ana 36 m Mulshi, who ex 
pressed the readiness for inter dinig excluding the 22 and 23 of respective 
talukas who agreed to allow them for inter caste marriages 37 ftom Purandhar 
and 6 from Mulsht of the depressed caste desired that they should be allowed to 
dine With upper caste members If the allowance is made for them there seemed 
no improvement in the different cast^ except the semi advanced caste 

A comparative study of the expectations of the autouchablcs and the 
readiness of the other caste groups as regards the social reUtionsliips be 
allowed to the untouchables is more dlutniaating The discnpancy between the 
expectations of the scheduled caste and the read ness by way of attitude of 
other castes was rather too wide m both the talukas In Mulshi 92 percent 
of the scheduled taste members deared at least entry into the temples, but the 
members of the other castes who expressed their readiness were only 21 29 
percent Similarly m Purandhar 85 71 percent of the scheduled caste members 
desured that facility but only 42 12 percent of the members oi the remammg 
cs^te groups showed their readiness to grant such permission In Mulahi 
Taluka the gap between expectation and readiness was 70 71 percent where 
as such discrepancy score in Purandhar faluka was only 43 59 percent This 
^ows that the gap of 27 12 percent (70 71 percent in Mulshi 43 59 percent in 
Purandhar) had been bridged It can be said that the achievements m the 
form of breaking die caste barriers were, no doubt, significant, but there was 
lot more to be achieved. The only note which can be struck here is that die 
Brahmins had continued to preserve thw conservation attitude towards the 
scheduled caste 'members. 

The above mentioned discussion becomes more meaningfully when li is 
Supported by the observadoa of caste practices m the different villages la 
ovwy viiiage, without a single exception, the scheduled caste members were 
l&y^k^ally isolated from others It enabled majority to isolate them 
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psychologically also In the present investigation it was observed that the 
Brahmin untouchable controvercy was almost out dated in the villages It 
was now between the Marathas aai Scasdu’ed caste The scheduled caste 
members were afraid of the Marathas Sometimes they sta^’ed that we have 
the support of the Government, but what can the Government do for us ^ We 
have to stay in this village, and if we enter into the temple or take the water 
of the common well the Marathas m ght kill us and even the members of our 
co-caste may not report the matter Similarly the Marathas may outcaste us 
and will not give any help How can we pull on in the village ? Hence we 
have to continue according to the whim of the ma}ority community 

A mention must be made of the Nava Buddhas In all villages I used 
to ask the caste to the respondents In reply the Hahars used to say Buddha 
Again my question was, Mahar is it not ? ^ The reply was, No sir Now 
we are Nava Buddhas We have acc^ted Buddha religion * Thus far it 
was alright But when I furthe- used to ask them, ' What do you mean by 
that 7 What did you do when you say we have accepted Buddha religion, 
and also what did you gam by doing so "> ’ The re^ondents used to be 
disturbed. M<»t of than were found to have no insight into what had happen 
ed Several of them stated, “Sir Dr Babdsaheb Ambedkar told to do it and 
we did it It was a wave of accep log Buddhism and we also accepted, but 
there is no change m our position We may cal ourselves Hindus or Buddbasi 
we are the same for the villagers ’ 

Attitude Towards Family Planning 

Family planning is the buriung topic of the day It appears that family 
planmng is the most significant solution to India s taos^ of the problems For 
maiataining the national welfare, population must be controlled and adequate 
facilities should be proved to all hence family planning 

The attitude towards family planning was studied by presenting the 
following block of nine questions to the respondents These questions tapped 
vaned information like the information content of the villagers about family 
planning, their knowledge about the methods of and sources of informaUon 
about family planning, whether they think it proper to resort to family plan 
ning etc 

1) Have any efforts been made m your village towards fanaity planning? 

3) What do you feel about famdy planning ? 

I ) Qiildren are a God’s gift Human efforts are of no use 

II ) Our condition may improve with family planning 
in ) Family plaamag is a must for our development 

S) What aye the methods of family planmng ? 

4) How do you get the information about family planning ? 

5) Some are of the opinion that it is better to have more children, as they 
are useful m oldage Some fed that it is better to have few children 
as they can be cared for and educated properly What do you fed ? 
1 ) More children n ) Few chiid'on 
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6) How many children do you have 7 Do you feel like having more 
children ^ If so, how many 7 

7) Do you make use of birth control measures ? If yesi which If no, 
do you propose to use them ? 

8) Do you feel that there ii. more necessity of advertising family 
planning If yes, how ? 

9} Is family planmng against your religion. 7 

The scores were given to all questions the range of scores being from 6 
to 36 But the range of scores obtained by the respondtnts in Mulshi was from 
7 to 23 and m Purandhar from 7 to 26 This shows that the information content 
of the respondents was rather too low m both the talukas- The average family 
planning score of Mulshi respondents was 16 49 and Purandhar 17 79, a diff 
rence of 2 30 points which is not a significant difference fhe villagers appeared 
Ignorant of the methods of family planning Most of them know only abou 
vacectomy and tubectomy The other methods were almost unknown to them 
Loop which IS being advertised was known to them, but m some of the plac® 
because it created certain complications, people were afraid of making use of 
loops In most of the cases though not all there was a good deal of misun- 
derstanding about vacectomy They felt that it leads to impotance and also 
they had a feeling that vacetomy leads to importance and also they had a feeling 
that vacectomy leads to loss of strength Because the villagers mainly cossti 
tute the agricultural community theirs was a strenuous task and if they per- 
formed vacectomy, they would not be able to perform their task properly and 
th^ could not afford the mam bread earner of the family to suffer from any 
such loss 

The belief that child is a God’s gift had considerably disappeared A.iSo 
very few of the respondents entertained the idea that family planning is 
against religion The mtensive family planning drive has led to various types 
of misunderstanding among the villagers Some times those concerned with the 
implementation of family planning in the villages expressed the fear of enter 
mg into the villages, as they were afraid of the vihageis themselves due to car 
tain unautKipated consequences of the loop or sterilization 

Contraceptives were almost completely unknown to the vdlagets Even 
if some knew about the contraceptive, there was ntnsunderstanding among them 
about the contraceptives The results point out that the family planning mov&' 
meat, though has brought some rewards to the State of Maharashtra, it doss 
not mean that the State has become siwcessful m changing the attitude of 
villagers towards family planning The awards are based on vacetomy, tube- 
ctomy and loop But these methods do not necessarily speak for the Change in, 
attitude of villagers towards family planamg The awards are based on vace- 
ctomy and 4oop But these methods do not necessarily speak for the change 
in attitude The achievements, m the absence of attitndinal change, are likely 
to be short lived. In order to have a permanent impact on the villagers it is 
necessary to change the attitude of villagers which is difficult but certainly not 
lo^osstble 
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Attitude towards Cultural Education 

The attitude towards cultural education could have been dealt with in 
the topic on Attitude towards education” But the attitude towards cultural 
education involves the cosideratioas which are different from those 
involved m the study of education in general Cultural education is 
imparted to the villagers through Bha}an krtan Ballads LAwani etc But 
out of the methods stated above in the past Bhajin and ICirtan alone were 
regarded as the adequate methods The other methods were m a way 
Stigmatised by the society and the methods did not have a favourable 
reception in the polite society Nevertheless it must be accepted that nU of 
them are the methodu of cultural education As the Indian social structure is 
based on Hindu religion, it is necessary to know how the relegious methods are 
received by the society In the present survey the following questions were put 
to the respondents m order to understand their attitude towaras cultural edn 
cation 

1) Do you have Bhajan or Kirtan in your Village ^ 

2) \re you benefited by Bha}an or Kirtan ? 

( If yes ) what arc the benefits ? 

( Tf no ) why or what are the dis advantage^ ? 

3) In order to get the knowledge which you could get in the past by 
Bhajan or Kirtau, what should be done 7 

i; Bhutan or Kirtan should be reintroduced 
u) It should be taught lo schools, 
in) Ballad recital etc should be started 
iv) Others 

4) If Ballad Lawani are introduced in the village, are you hkely to 
be benefited ? ( if yes ) What ? ( if no ) Why or what are the 
disadvantages 7 

On the basis of the responses to question No 2, a five point attitude 
scale wage constructed ranging from most favouranle to most unfavourable 
through the neutral attitude Varied re'Jponhes were given by the respondents 
thus, 1) The khowledge- increases, 2) Peace of mind, 3) Entertaiment 4) the 
behaviour improves 5) Others canot be gm n advice 6) People come together, 
7} Calamities disappear 8) religions snobbery 9) a waste of tune, 10) Waste 
of money 11) It s ju^t a tradition, 12) Cannot hear, 13) No liking, 14) Do not 
understand 15) Undecided 

The responses were then analysed by five judgcsi independently and 
those items on which there was 60 p c agreement were retained ih a particular 
category Following was the classification based on 60 p c agreement between 
judges 

Most favourable- 1) Calamities disappear, 

2) Knowledge increases, 

3) peace of mind 

4) Othere can be given advice 
Favourable - 1) Enteitainmeat, 

2) In^rovement m behavmur, 

3) Pepolftcome together. 
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Neutral - 1) Cannot hear 

3) Do not understaaJ 

3) No I'king, 

4) Undecided 

Unfavourable - I) Just a tradition, 

2} Waste of time 

Most unfavorable - 1) Waste of money, 

2) Leads to religious snobbery 

Responses ’•evealed that the balance of attitude was definitlj towards 
the favourable side. In Mulshi Taluka 53 73 p c of the respondents expressed 
a highly favourable attitude towards religious and cucultural education But 
such re'ipondents m Purandhar were 66 53 p c, much more than in MulShi 
This points to the fact that the villagers not only had a highly favourable atti- 
tude towards Bhajan and Kirtan, but also such an attitude was on the increase 
m the -viUagfiS Highly unfavourable attitude also was found to be increasing, 
but to begin with such an attitude had a very httle significance m the village 
vhich was pointed out by a very <fmall percentage of such respondents uat 
Mulshi (only 2 78 p c ) The percentage in Purandhar had no doubt increased 
to 7 77 p c , but It was far too low as compared to the percentage of respon 
dents showing highly favourable attitude m the same taluka 

The firm faith of the villagers in Bhajan and Kutan was further con 
firmed in their responses to the question as to what is the substitute for the 
knowledge which they could get through Bhajan and kirtan It was obseved 
chat 71 18 p c of the respondents m Mulshi and 76 46 p r of the Purandhar 
had a feehng that there was no sub'ititute for Bhajan and Kirtan The only 
way to acquire that knowledge, a cording to them was the reintruduction of 
Bhajan and Kirtan Second lu priority to Bhajan and Kirtan was imparting 
such knowledge m schools. But Ballad recital received no appreciation at all 
from the respondents There was one each m Mulshi and Purandhar talukas 
who reported Ballad recital to be the substitute 

An attempt was made to study the attitude towards the forms of enter 
tainment like ballad recital Lawani, etc which are popular m the villages 
as they also have the educative value, provided one tries to make use of it 
The results point to the fact that such methods were not met with as much 
resistance now as they used to m the past However, the unfavourable attitude 
towards such methods was found to be disappearing verjsr slowly In the least 
experimented upon gtoup the percentage of respondents expressing unfavou" 
table attitude was 89 00 whereas m Purandhar it was 69 66, much less than 
in Mulshi ThKi shows an improvement A t the other extreme aho we find 
the same thing In Mulshi 8 33 p c and m Purandhar 35 49 p c of the respo- 
ndents expressed a favourable attitude The difference was sufficiently 
Significant 

At the end it can be stated that the villagers had started appreciatiag 
the utility of rural forms of entertainment like ballad recital but they were not 
ready to substitute such forms for Bhajan or Kirtan 
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The Five Year Flan and the iroplementation of the CDP are based on 
the felt needs of the villagers It ss quite underotandable that several of the 
■Wishes of the villagers have remained unfulfilled and the elfor* was made In 
the present survey to study the uusati^ed wt^es of the villagers 

While administering the questionnaire the following questions were 
intended to study the worries of the viliagers. 

1) If you "Were put incharge of your village what improvements would 
you make ^ 

2) How do you eiipect your future h^e <o be ? 

The underlying assumption m the first question was that unk'^s one is 
conscious of the problem he won be able to state 'what he would do to remedy 
the problem, i e the suggestion as to what he ■will do speaks for the worry 
which he has about the village Just as our attitudes determine our future be 
ba-vioux to a great eicteat, though not completely, similarly the present worries 
determine our future plans of action If one has certain unfulfilled desires it is 
normally expected that he desires them to be satisfied m future, though not at 
present The second question a med at understanding the wornes of the 
Villagers by knowing their plans for the future 

Tne analysis of the responses should tha^ 63 89 p c of the respondents 
in Mulshi and 40 05 pc m Purandhar could not visualise any significant 
problem They had a feeling that even if they were pat m charge of their 
Village they will not be able to do anything It can be said with certainty 
that the feeling of helplessness had considerably disappeared from the most 
experimented upon taluka When -we ’ook at the various measures which the 
villagers proposed to take if they w'ere given the authority it can be said from 
the present observation that the order oi p lonty to different items remained 
almost the same for both the groups of re^ndents with ve-y little variations. 
Irngation ■was given the top most priority by the Purandhar villagers, whereas 
the Mulshi villagers gave the second priority to it Mulshi respondents gave 
first priority to building of roads and motor transport It received second 
importance m Purandhar AgncuUnral improvement ranked fourth m the 
order m Mulshi out m Purandhar it sdood third Education was ranked third 
and health provisions like latrine drameges etc were ranked Sixth m MnlShi, 
but in Purandhar equal number of resEwndents expressed their desire to make 
these provisaons hence ranktd 4 5 Eleitncity and drinking water supply 
was ranked 5 lU Mulshi and 6 m Purandhar Co operation all round develop 
ment of ■village and minor repairs hke repairs to the temple, chawn, etc 
received very little attention m both the talukas Improvement of village is 
impot^ible ’ was reported by a negligiole rrnonty m both the talukas and it 
was ranked ten by the villagers m both the groups It is nece^ary to know 
that for every typ^/ of response the number of respondents m Purandhar was 
poasstantly greater in Purandhar dian its opposite m Mulshi 
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In response to the question ' How do you expect your future hfe to bo 
It was observed that the fatahstic tendency had considerably decreased among 
the Villagers 24 31 p c of the respondents in Mulshi reported * God s will ' in 
reply to the present question But in Purandhar the y were only 13 S5 p c j 
almost 60 00 p c of such respondents in Mulshi 

The mam worry was the satisfaction of thear primary needs-food, 
clothing and. shelter m both the talukas In the least experimented 03 68 p c 
of the respodents and the Purandhar 91 04 p c reported that they will be 
happy if the primary needs were satisfied The order of priority remained the 
same for desire for increased income and education of children 2nd and 3rd 
respectively, for both the talukas Material benefits like having a radio, 
cinema theatre, etc received no attention of the Mulshi villagers, hence the 
9th rank, but in Purandhar it received the fourth order Village improve- 
ment also received the attention of a few A very negligible minority felt that 
they shoud become self reliant m future at least Similarly a very small 
section of the population expressed the tendency to philosophise them behaviour 
Them responses were rather out of proportion m relation to their present 
condition A person not having even a bicycle expected to get a car or an 
aeroplane was an example of such respondents 

la the end it can be stated that the CDP had a differential impact on 
different social atutndts held by the villagers No improvement was noticed 
in the self reliant attitude and also m the attitude towards the dependence 
on the Government Cleanliness was still regarded to be the responsibility 
of the Government The attitude of self involvement m maintaining the village 
clean was lacking almost completely Family planning drive appeared to 
have achieved very little success in changing the attitude towards family 
planning Women were now no longer regarded to be inferior to men The 
modern view that the equality of status should be granted to them was 
found to have a good impact on the villagers The attitude towards 
scheduled caste appeared to have improved m general, but the Brahmins appe^ 
ared to have retained their conservative attitude The significant change was 
noticed among the semi-advanced caste members The fatalistic tendency was 
observed to be disappearing very fast Epidemics hke Plague and Qiolera 
were regarded to be the God given tmsery by an itt^gmficant miaonty 

The discussion given above points to the fact that the CDP wse no 
doubt having its impact cm the villagers When one recognizes the fact 
that it is difficult to introduce changes in the field of social attitudes, one can 
defmitely appreciate the contribution of the CDP m the form of its impact on 
stxaal attitude. 



CHAPTER iX 


INFLUENCE OF COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
ON COMMUNICATION 

CommunicatioB occupies a very sigmficaat position m 
the modera world The social and psychological 
distance between individuals belonging to different 
cultures has been considerably reduced The Com 
munity Deveiopment Programme tries to bnng about 
a radical social change in vdiage India in which the different media of com- 
munication are likely to be of greatest significance The two-way process of 
communication must be set into opei ation if the rural-urban dichotomy la to 
disappear In India the psychological distance between the rural and urban 
areas IS far greater than the physical distance 

The extension of the net work of roads and motor transport to rural 
areas has helped m bridging the physical distance between the rural and urban 
dwellers But the psychological lag can be overcome mainly by the develop 
ment of communication facilities Communication is a double-edged weapen 
which can be put to constructive as well as distructive purposes. The informa- 
tion about the murder of a leader m one corner of the nation can be carried to 
the other corner by radio within no tune and the pfeople can be set no to violent 
activities But we are not concerned with such distructive uses of communica 
tion India plans to introduce social change m the rural areas and help the 
villagers in their development 

Social change depends on the lafoimatton content of the villagedr and 
also the information that is transmitted to him It is this function of trammis- 
sioa which the different media of communicatioa have to perform The psycho 
logical lag of the villagers which is mainly due to the lack of adequate informa- 
tion can be overocme by (he network of communication 

In the present survey only three media of communication were 
respect to their effectivenete 

They^re 1) Newspaper 
2) Radio 

S) Word of mouth ( arsal communication ) 

The only reason why the above mentioned media alone were put to test 
was that the villagers are familiar with these three msduij only Commoaication 
by word of mouth needs no spoiial effort on the part of the Government 
Villagers have been practicing it since longj as in the absence of radio and 
newspaper, word of mouth was the only way of acquiring mformation But since 
the inception of the Community Development Programme the Government has 
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decided to introduce a ’'adio Swt every vilii^e and 'iKoyr the flow of infomta 
tion to every villager jWow a sta^e has reache ’ when ahiiost every v^^}a^;e has 
been provided with a radio set Villagefb can to recitational and religioiss 
information 

The newspapers also are being dis nbuted to diffrcnt villages, but they 
cannot be spread as quickly and eaipiiy as a radio set For the new^apers to 
reach the villages the transport and postal servres must be adequate Even 
now there are several villages in which there are no approach roads and in 
which the postal facilitieis are inadequate But stdl mos^ ot the villages get th® 
newspaper somehow or the other ‘ Two observations appear to hold for all 
countries regardless of continent, culture, or creed First the dircctio*! of change 
iS always from oral to media system { no known case exhibiting change in the 
reverse direction) Secondly the degree of charge toward media system 
appears to correlate significantly with changes in other kej sectors of the 
social system If these observat ons are correct then we are dealing with a 
*, secular trend' of social change that is global in scope i The term oral 
refers to cammumcation by word of mouth or face to face communication 
and media referb to other channels like radio ncwi^aper etc m the quotation 
given above 

It IS quite obvious that the direction of change is always trom oral to 
media system In any undeveloped or underdeveloped country, to begin with 
only the word of mouth commun cation system is at the disposal of the villagers 
The effectiveness of radio depends mainly on how far the network of radio 
transmission has reached the villages In case of new^aper, apart from its 
availability, illiteracy plays a very important role In India stiU a significant 
section of the village population is illiterate which sets a limit to the effective- 
ness of the newspaper 


In the present survey the questionnaire contained a set of twenty nine 
questions which was used to test different aspects of communication m relanon 
to their effect on the vdlagerss They could be divided into for sections follows 


The first section dealt with the effectiveness of newspaper in changing 
the perception of villagers Seven questions were devoted to this section 

They are 

1) Do you get newspaper in your village ? 

2) HoW often do you read the newspapers ? 

Kote "• if the answer is never (ask) why ^ 

S) Which newspapers do you read ^ Where are they published 7 

4) If some more facihPes are given which other paper you would like 
to read ? 

5) Which items do you read la the newspaper ? 

6) Which of the items stated above, you like mtst 7 

7) What IS the effect of newspaper on those who read it 

I OAO»t5jWtV0r Tt>e Pasfin^ of Txaditlonal Soeiet]^ 

The cif Olvacei?, New York- P 54 
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The second section, which contaiped ten questions, was devoted to 
study the effectiveness of radio The following were the quea+ions put to the 
respondents - 

1) Do you have a radio set m your village ? 

2) Do you own a r idio set or does it belong to others ^ 

3) How often do you listen ui the radio 7 

4) Which items do you listen to on the radio ^ 

5) Which of the items given above vou like most ? 

6) From, which centre and at what time the programmes you listen 
to are broadcast ? 

7) Are you benefited by listening to the radio ? 

{ If yes ) what is the benefit ^ 

( If no ) What IS the loss ^ 

8) Do you feel that you Should be able to listen to the radio always 7 

9) Do you discuss with others the radio programmes after you have 
listened to them 7 

10) Which programmes do you discuss 7 

Communication by word of mouth was studied m the third section by 
the following quemes 

1) How often do you go to the taluka or a distnct place ^ 

2) Do others m your village go to taluka or a district place? 

3) After they return do you feel tna you should talk to them 7 

4) Do you feel that you are likely to be benefited if they give you 
some information 7 

5) How often do you go the chaon 7 

6} Which topics are usually discussed there 7 

7) Which topics you like to participate m the discussion ? 

8) Do you participate actively in the discussion or just prefer to be a 
passive listener ? 

The last section dealt with the media companson Because just know 
mg the media through which tlie information flowed to the villagers was net 
enough for the meaningful understanding of the impact of CDP on commum 
cation It was necessary to know whether the traditional media of commutuca- 
taon were displaced by the modern media enabling the viilagers to enrich their 
expenences by importing new knowledge from the develq?ed areas of the 
nation This was possible only by making a comparative studjf of the different 
media of communication The following questions were put to them for the said 
purpose 

1) Have you heard any news in the last sight days ? 

( If yes y Which ? 

2) How did you get that mformatton ? 

1 ) Newspaper 
u ) FLadio^ 
m ) Word of mouth 
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3) Out of the iiiedia mentioned al>ov€ what percentage, of jn 
tion do you get from each of the media ? 

4) If fox some reason radio or newspaper has to be t losed 
which do you feel will put you to a greater Jass ? 

First three sections were given the scores for cverj question the 
of scor^ being from 0 to 40 fo" every section The range of scores i 
sections on newspaper radio and word of mouth was the same, i e , 
which facilitated the compar son Though a separate section was intend 
media comparison, the responses to the ^irs three sections also fa-'llita 
comparison at a cLfferent level In the section on media cojnp'irjson thf 
questions were asked as to the effectiveness of different media The *■ 
on newspaper, radio and communication by word of mouth indirectly 
the same solution 

The results m Tabic No 9 1 txunt to the facu tha«. there was a 
able xargioveraent m the effect veness of all the media of commimicatior 
mean scores of all media were considerably lower in Mulshi than m 
dhar, with the single exception of the face communication in which the 
scores of both tide talukas were almost the same In all media of comr 
non It can be seen that most of the respondents were concentrated m 
interval showing that most of the villagers did not get much mfoi 
through any of the media Though the mean scorer for eat h of he 
in Purandhar Taluka was greater than its opposite m Mul^i Taluka s 
mean scores were considerably low for all media of communitation 

TABLE Ho 91 

Effectiveness of difFerert Meoia of Communication 

Newspaper Radio Word of 

Class Interval — 

Score Mulstu Puian MulShi Puran li^ulshi 
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It it> n6C8S!>&ry to why the scores of most of the respondents 

were cott'sidi.rabijr lower than the e\oected mean score In the scoring system 
that was adopted i mximtim potnb were assigned to the political news and 
nunimmu to rtligiou* or recreational news whith the media we^e hkely to 
expose to the respondents The items given below stand m the pnonty hst 
with the top most onontj to the fxrstj least to the last and intermediate to the 
intermediate ones The pnontv wsj as follows - 

(i) Political (2) Soaal, Educational, (4) Rural, and 

(5) Entertainment or religions. 

The low acores scored by most of the villagers signify that the villa 
gers wtre not mtch keen oj obta ning political, social or educational mfarma 
hon Their effo t was mainly directed towards rural information, mostly 
agricultural The difierentiai mipact of different media of communication can 
be studied by considering them separately 

Newspafiers , 

Table No 9 1 reveals that the mean coramumcation score of news 
paper in Muhhi was 2 48 whereas in Purandhar it was 6 09 The difference was 
no doubt Significant but the scores in both the valukas were close to zero rather 
than to 40 which was the maximum obtainable score In Mulshi Taluka 260 
re^ndects were centred in the 0-4 da's interval and n Purandhar 262 were 
m that class in'^ervai In Mulshi the percentage of newspaper readers was found 
to be very small, just IS 19 p c In comparison such respondents m Purandhar 
were 86,41 p c , which was much better than m Mulshi. Usually m a normal 
distribution the h ghest frequency is at the centre of the range and it goes no 
tappenng off as we approach the extremes But in the present survey the aitna 
tiom was completely changed There are multiple explanation out of which the 
percentage of dUteracy in both the talukas in one The effectiveness of news 
paper as a source of information lies m the ability of a person to read Several 
of the respondents m the sample, 64 54 p c in Mulshi and 31 65 p c In 
Purandhar being illiterate could not read the newspaper Illiteracy itself sets 
a limit to the tafromation seeking behaviour of the respondents Secondly, it 
should be recognized diat we can take newspaper to a reader but we cannot 
make him read The person must be adeouately motivated to read the news 
paper In dbapter V it was pointed out that the CDP did not succeed iU raising 
themotivahonof the villagers, which was rdlected in theur low newspaper 
score Thirdly the inadequate supply of newspapers to the villagers also has 
to be taken into account. StiU there were several villages which <hd not get 
tihe new^aper at all Other could get hardly one or two newspapers i c m- 
CQoung communicauott facility was highly adequate Just one or two aewspapeta 
m a village could not stimulate all the wJlagers to go and read them 

The factors menfeoned above eithsa: singly or in combination were hkdy 
to be responsible for the low mean new^per comnumicatioa spoie. 
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The CUP has provided a radio set to almost every vil'age It has 
enabled the progrmme to overcome the prevenhve role of illiteracy m atQuinng 
infornjaUoD Even theilhtera cs can hsten to and understand the radio pro«* 
grammes Radio can be said m be a compensation for the newspaper deficiency, 
as It makes an appeal to the auditory stn'-e modality In the present survey 
in Mulshi Taluka 68 33 percen of the respondents were m the 0 4 class interval 
whereas in Purandhar they were only 37 04 percent This points to tht face that 
m the most experimented upon taluka radio non— I steners were much less than 
in the least exper mented tdiuka The h s,h scorers were almost consistantly 
in greater proportion m Purandhar than m Vulshi The difference was most 
marked at the 20.24 range In Mulshi Taluka there were only 7 99 percent 
of the respondentia this group, but in Purandhar they were 17 23 percent even 
more than the double This points the fact that the radio had a much greater 
impact on the most experimented upon group Bm the mean radio score eveals 
that the scores in both the groups wc-c much lower than the expected mean 
score It IS necessary to any Use the wtuaUon 

It IS no doubt a fact that the radio set has been provided to almost 
every village but whether the villagers listen o is a problem It was found 
that news and social programmes attracted attention of the villagers very 
rarely Very few of them used to pay cloac attention to the agricultural pro 
gramme The most favoured programme of the villagers was found to be the 
entertainment programme particularly the light musit This perhaps was dne 
to the urban influence on the village community There were several who used 
to be near the radio set but refusing to be impressed by it They were used to 
be almost inattentive to the programme that is why they could not be specific 
in reporting the item which they listened to 

The radio set used to be installed iti the Gram Fanchayat office and 
the microphone used to be provided for those staying at long distances from the 
panchayat office But the atmosphere that prevailed m the office was never 
observed in the detached localities Very rarely the villagers apperred to be 
adequately set to listen to the radio programme Motivation was found to be 
a crucial factor m the impact of radio on listeners Motivation was found to be 
very weak among the villagers In order to be interested m the radio pro 
gramme, the villager must first of all be interested m getting the information 
which had not taken place significantly in the villagers In the Chapter on 
Community Mindedness it was pointed out that the villagers found it difficult to 
identity themselves with the larger society Hence tiiey could develop no in 
terest m the politics which leually concerns itself with the larger world, Agn- 
cultural information should definitely interest the villagers and it did interest 
them but not all Those were interested really listened to and some of them 
tried to make use of it But such villagers consbtuced the minority 

Commaniealaon by Word of Mouth t 

A large part of commuication among the villagers takes place cm a 
Isece-to-facfc this probably because it is the only medium whjchis 
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completely under the control of the villagers, for which he has not to depend on 
any external factor Since understanding is the key to communication the 
feedback gives the sender reasonable assurance that there is or is not a psy* 
chological union of the two. 

Most of the person-to-person communication in the villages occurs between 
the individuals who return from the district or taluka headquarter and the 
villagers who cannot or could not go to such places due to certain difficulties. 
Communication between the government officials and the villagers was usually 
reported to be a one way communication, i. e , the downward communication. 

As regards the communication between villagers, in the present inve- 
stigation It was observed that those who scored between 0-4 on word-of-mouth 
communication score were 39 68 p.c. in Mulshi and 36 92 p c. in Purandhar, 
Similarly there were 23.96 pc m Mulshi and 2461 p c. in Purandhar in 6-9 
class interval, 18 75 p c and 18 44 p c in 10-14 class interval; 16 24 p.c. and 
18 44 p c in 16-19 range, 2.43 p c, and 1 46 p c in 20-24 range and 1 04 p c. in 
25-29 range in Mulshi and Purandhar. talukas respectively. It can be said that 
there were almost no differences distribution observed in least experimented 
Mulshi Taluka and Most experimented Purandhar Taluka 

From the findings stated above it appears that the word-of-mouth 
communication had still retained its hold over the villagers inspite of the func- 
tioning of the Community Development Programme for a period of fifteen 
years. As no perceivable change from oral to media system of communication 
was found among the villagers, the implementation of statement made by 
Daniel Lerner, quoted above, could not be seen But in order to study the 
direction of change the consideration of word-of-mouth communication in 
isolation is not enough. All the three media ^ould be considered jointly and 
their relative importance should be judged. 

The mean communication score by the word-of-mouth medium was 
7 73 in Mulshi and 8 46 in Purandhar This shows that the service rendered 
by this medium to the villagers by way of supplying information was far below 
the expected mean. Moreover, there was an insignificant difference between 
the least and the most experimented upon groups On the contrary the diffe- 
rence between the two talukas with respect to radio and newspaper media had 
considei ably increased, i. e., they definitely created greater impact on the 
villagers It can be stated that radio and newspaper were being substituted 
for the word-of mouth communication, by the villagers The direction of 
change was certainly from the oral to media system. It can be said that the 
contradiction between the observation of Daniel Lerner and the present inv(Ki- 
tigation was apparent rather than real 

Media Comparison. 

In order to study the importance of different media of communication 
villagers were asked if they had acquired the knowledge about any develop- 
ment in the eight days prior to the admini^ration of the questionnaire They 
wCTe further asked to tell the medium through which they got the information. 
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thsi responses revealed (hat the aew^aper was the most eftechve mediuta of 
coiiirnuQ 5 catj,on. in comparison with the ladio and tht word of mouth tnedi \ In 
Mul^ Taluka ii 81 p c of the lespondcnfe reported that the information was 
brought to them by newspaper but in Purandhar they were I6 90p c In 
contrast the significance of radio and word of mouth ruet^ia had roducod in thft 
most experimented upon Taluka B-adio was reported to be the source of 
information by 27 08 p c in JvlUshi out thci- c-ciuals in Purandhar were only 
1369 p c much lower than lu Muishi Simihriy in Mulshi Taluka 29 17 pc 
of the respondents had got ihv, news by word of mouth communication hut jn 
Purandhar Taluka it played a role in only 10 p c of t le respondtst-s Still 
more surprising was the fact that 42 71 p c of the respondents in Mulshi did 
not get any information at all whereas then equals in Purandhar were 67 48 
p c much greater than m Mulshi It can be said that the difference between 
the talukas were highly Significant the change was for worse ratVicr than for 
better 

In Table No 9 1 the responses given bj the respoadc-nts were based 
on certain generalized questions wiich aid not cont *,rii thciritlves with the 
actual knowledge of information supplied bj the various media of tommunioa- 
tion Hence the improvement in the most experimented upon group could be 
noticed But when they were asked whether they had got any news in the 
last eight days, what was the news and how did they get it, the responses had 
to be precise, and there was no scope for bluffing or for being vague in giving 
the information When their behaVioar was rather restricted to concrete facts 
the influence of radio appeared to have considerably dtcreised Similarly it 
was observed that the number of respondents m Purandhar having no infor 
mation was considerably larger than whai it was la Mulshi 

M«dta Preference 

Media preference is ^own m Table No 9 2 Daniel Ltraer s statement 

TABLE No 9 2 

Preferences derived from responses to the question * What percentage 
of Information do you get hrom each of the media of commumcatfon? ^ 
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that the direction of change is from oral to media system was corroborated in 
the present investigation The first preference was given to newspaper by only 

9 38 p c of toe resipondents in Mulshi, whereas it was given the first preference 
by 33 30 p c in Purandhar Similar improvement was not ced m the case of 
radio also In Mulshi Taluka the first preference to radio was indicated by 
36 00 p c of the respondents! but m Purandhar there were 30 82 p c such res 
pendents In those two media there was a clear cut improvement with respect 
to the first preference but word of mouth medium did not show any such 
improvement Word of mouth was die most important medium of coramuni 
cation for 27 78 p c of the respondents m Mulshi but top pnontj was given to 
it by only 9 96 p c of the respondents in Purundhar Taluka This shows that 
word of mouth system of communication was losing its hold over the villagers 
due to the impact of Cammumty Development Programme 

Second preference also indicated the same order In Mulshi 7 29 p c 
of the respondents gave second preference to newspaper and in Purandhar 
12 38 p c , somewhat more than m Mulshi The difference between Mulshi 
and Purandhar taluka with respect to the second preference to radio uas quite 
remarkable. Only 9 72 p c m MuMu gave second preference to radio, but 
such percentage in Purandhar was 21 12 far better than in Mulshi The word 
of-mouth communication system appeared to have decreased m importance m 
Purandhar Taluka In Mulshi Taluka it was given second preference by 

10 07 p c , whereas m Purandhar there were only 7 01 p c such respondents 

Third preference was not given to the newspeper at all by any of the 
respondents in both the talukas Here it should be remembered that fee prefe- 
rences are denved from the report given by the villagers about the percentage 
of information which they get from each of the different media of communica- 
tion They were not asked to indicate feeir preference directly Hence those 
who indicated that feey did not get any information with a partxculat medium 
were not kept as having given fee fend preference Here the third preference 
indicates that the villagers do get sime information wife fee medium thou^ 
not much There were only two respondents giving third preference to radio 
la Mulshi, whereas there was none in Purandhar Third preference to word 
of mouth communication was much larger in Purandhar than m Mul^ In 
Purandhar 17 48 p c of the respondents gave third preference, but in Mulshi 
only 6^5 p c didos One may feel that fee importance of word-ofmioufe 
communication in Purandhar had increased But in fact it was not so The 
larger percentage in Purandhar sunply points to fee fact that they had not 
developed the feeling of indifference towards those who used to bimg mforma- 
tion from fee taluka or fee district plac^ It should always be noted that sueh 
a large ntmuber of respondents gave third preference to the oral system of 
communicatiofi Ih ofhmr words the system was not much important for 
them 


The last section of fee table i8 most signjficaat A large numbef of 
respondents m both the talukas reported feat they did not any information at 
nU from fee inedittmconcanied- Hence fee of pref -simply did 
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not arise m case of such respondents The percentage of respondents reporting 
no 11 * iity of newspaper was 83 33 in Mulshi and 64 3S in Puraodhar As 
regards radio 64 59 pern Mulshi and 48 0bp c in Turandhar stated that 
they did no* get any information iroin the radio a all Word of mouth system 
was reported to be completely ineffectiye b> 55 90 p c of the respondenls m 
Mulshi and 65 66 pc in Purandhar It should be noted that the percentage 
of respondents reporting newspaper and radio to be completely ineffective was 
smaller m Purandhar than their respective equals m Mulshi but it was not so 
in case of the oral system of communication It was rcportt-l to be ineffective 
by a large percentage m Purandhar than in Mulshi This again strengthens 
the statement by Daniel Lerner that the direction of change is from oral to 
media system of communication 

The responses to the question, * If for some reason we had to close 
down either radio or newspaper which would cause you greater loss Were 
more surprising m the light of the impact of CDP The distrioution of radio from 
the village would not cause much inconvenience or loias to the villagers It 
does not mean that most of them are ready to part with the radio set very 
easily or quickly It simply means that the percentage oi such respondents m 
both the talukas was almost the same, 46 18 pc in Mul^i and 45 87 p c in 
Purandhar The percentage of those re^iondmg that the absence of radio will 
cause more lo® to them was sufficiently high in both the talukas* but there 
being no difference, it can be said that there was almost no change m the 
views of respondents caused by the introduction of the CDP 

The effectiveness of newspaper appeared to have increased more m 
Purandhar than m Mulshi In Purandhar 2i 36 p c of the respondents felt 
that the absence of newspaper would cause a greater less than radio but m 
Mulshi there were only 8 69 p. c such respondents The change was quite 
noticeable in Purandhar It should be remembered that the effectiveness of a 
newspaper depends on the percentage of literacy m a village The percentage 
of literacy being higher m Purandhar than m Mulshi, it was quite obvious that 
the villagers could feel the importance of newspaper In Mulshi the illiterates 
constituted the majority and moreover several villages are so located that the 
villagers did not get the newspaper at all in their villages. It should m no 
way suipnse us if the vdlagera did not give any importance to the newspap^ 
at all 


In Mui^i, 4S 14 p c and in Purandhar 32 77 p c of the respondents 
reported that even if both were to be closed down we will not be put to any 
loss^at all The percentage of such respondents in the most experimented upon 
taluka was suffaciently lower than the least experimented upon taluka This 
shows that the Purandhar villagers were more aware of the utUiity of the 
different media of communication than the Mulshi villagers To say that the 
absence of ne'^aper does not affect us at all can be said to be the effect of 
dbitetacy* Ifet to say thdt even if the tatSo were to bn closed down we Wnl 
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ac u re inforn atzon lhi> shows iiier d smterestcdaess a being coaaected 
to the rest of the work S th v Hagers ’"epresco ed a trad tioaal pattern of 
souety XX which the fa a ly was the t>cif aufficieat unit They did aot have 
the desire to improve their lot by acQumng more and more laformanon 

In a dfc nocratic pattern of society comroumcatioa is the most signi 
ficaat instrument of introducing changer m the village popuUt on In order 
to make the sysitei i of communication more tfiective, t is hrst of all necessary 
10 motivate the viiiagers towards acqu nng more and more knowledge not 
only about the rest of the world but it should be brought lO their notice that 
even m their personal matters the knowledge of various developments is 
absolutely essential The viHagers should be motivated to reorganize their 
perceptual wor’d It is through constant reorganization of one sown percep- 
tion that the traditional type of personality can be transformed into the modern 
type of personality Once the adequate motivation is created it is necessary 
to ensure an adequate supply of information to the village society There 
should be a well devefloped mosaic of commumcatson Siroply providing a 
radio set is not enough It should also be seen that it is in the easy approach 
of the Villagers Illiteracy being the greatest evil of the Indian village comma 
nity It must be irradicated from the society as quickly as possible 

The three factors mentioned above were so much m an elementary 
stage in the villages that communication system could not be eicpected to be 
more effective than what was observed m the present investigation The 
Community Development Programme has done a lot for the villagers, but what 
was done was pretty ^ort of die reqmrment It was observed that 
the programme had done a lot for ensuring the spread of communicatioa 
mosaic, but very little Was found to have been done for ensuring adequate 
Hiotivation That is why several of the re^ndents were found m the lowest 
class mtervl of communication score m all the media of communication That 
IS why several of them reported that they get n6 information, the closure of 
both the media will not put them to any loss and no preference was indicated 
to any of the media of commumcation iGven then it can be stated that change 
in the effectiveness of different media was taking place The tradihonal word- 
of mouth system was found to be losing its hold over die re^ondents It was 
mainly being substituted by radio and to a certam extent by newspaper 

Table No 9 3 reveals that m the most experimented upon group tiie 
highest frequency was for radio followed by newspaper and word of-moudt m 
(hat order, with respect to the first preferrace Same was true about the 
second preference also Similarly the villagers reported the radio to be more 
indispensible than the newspaper, as can be seen m Table No 10 3 which again 
brings to our nohee the relative importance of radio in comparmn wite fee 
newspaper The contradiction to the above mentioned observations was fotmd 
when they were asked as to how did they get the information Table No iO 2 
shows that the greater frequency of responses was for aew^per rather than 
for radio The contradiction might have been due to certain incidental factors. 
Perhaps III fee last eight days some of the regwadents maght h^ve faded to 
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listen to the radio or even the njeniory error might have plajed its role More 
over the retention for an ia''iaent depends on how much the item you have 
listened to is important for you If it was not perceved to ho important perhaps 
It might have slipped out of the memory of tnc resjjondent, hence the low 
frequency for radio 

The discussion given above snows that the change was taking place, 
though slowly Moreover, the d'rection of change was found to be in the 
expected direction, i e. from oral to media =.ystem of communication as expec 
ted according to the observations of Daniel Lerner Also the observations in 
the present survey were quite in accordance with the observations of Darnel 
Lerner that the degree of change mward media system appears to be co rela 
ted significantly with changes in other key sectors of the social system 
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EPILOGUE 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

In this cntical and comparnve study of the impact 
of CDP m Rural Maharashtra the emphasis was on 
the physical development and also on the develop- 
ment as it was perceived by the villagers actually 
expenencing the programme India s CDP aimed at 
an alround development of the rural community at large Selection and tram 
mg of the village leaders for an adequate village development, cultivation of 
motivation among the villagers for upward mobility substitution of the modern 
styled for the traditonal styled person and strengthening of the community fee 
ling were some of the areas of concentration of the programme Similarly it 
aimed at renovating the attitudes of villagers towards such vaned social pheno- 
mena as education government, social status of women, health and mediane, 
God and the Providence, cleanliness, caste discriminations, cultural education 
family planning, communication, etc 

The present lavestigatioa was undertaken with a smcesre desire to 
obtain an insight into the vanoos aspects of the contribution of the programme 
towards village development Based on the observations, qualitative as well as 
quantitative she following conclusions could be tentatively stated 

Tne CDP has been criticised by critics m India as well as abroad 
Looking at it from a distance them perception tends to convince theml the 
programme has contributed almost nothing towards the cause of national 
development To a certain extent it is true that the achievement of the pro 
gramme are not as spectacular as one might expect them to be But this does 
not necessarily mean that the programme is a waste It would be advisable, 
therefore that the critics of the programme and its achievements should m and 
the apathetic community it had to face Further it should be emphasized that 
It iS the human beings with all their dynamic tendencies which were to be 
dealt with by the programme and not the static entities which formed the sub 
3ect matters of the sciences like PhysK^ and Chenustcy The blue pnnts for 
the manipulation of human behaviour and social organization perhaps might 
have gone wrong, but the solution is rectification and not out right rejection 

When the matter boils down to the cotisaideraiion of the specific areas 
of developniMit the first that one enccainters with is the problenj leadership 
Our planners are fijlly aware of the indispensable role of adequate leadership 
an viBage development But m the present investigation it was discovered that 
the traditional leadership continued to have its hold over the rural pppulatoon 
Age and experience predominated the thinking of the villagers msm than ftp 
salient qualities Uke intellignice, edncatiaa, ancenty seMieas devonoa to workp 
tc Alternatives to the traditional leaderchip were pqfhaps wjt eneountetedc 
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by them at all The Gk)verament did try to invo ve joung men bu*^ probably 
It not an appropriate replacement The ViUags Level Woikers {V L W' ) 
were appointed to form a co-ordinating hnk betftetu the viUat,ers and the 
Government Government felt that m order to create a we feeling between 
villagers and V L W & it was desirable that V L W & should come from the 
village community But surprisingly enough the considei ition of the \ L W & 
of themselves as Government servants and perception of their iJo^ition by the 
village resulted in creating a psychological gap between the Village Lu cl 
Workers on the one hand tne villagers on the otner, and led to the dis ippea 
ranee of we’ feeling between them This goes to mdic ate tiiat it w as not the 
physical proximity of a person which was responsible for the wc” feeling 
but the percption the role of a person in the Society 

The top-most leadership of the village is centred m Sarpanchas 
Egoistic rather than altruistic motivation seemed to dominate their modt of 
behaviour Very few of them appeared to be well inf mil and that is why in 
terrogated as to whom they would like to accept as tnnr leader the atmosphere 
of suspicion and use arefdto be engendered and they used to avoid answering 
the question positively 

Development of the feeling of neighourlmess is very essential for co- 
operative movement and proper impact of the CDP on the village community 
at large Usually we cherisha feeling that when persons stay as neighbours, 
close to each other thev tend to develop the feeling of neighboiirlmess, but it is 
only exceptionally that such feeling develops This was testified by the fact 
though the villagers used to stay m close proximity to each other they did not 
develop the feeling of neighbourhness 

It was contemplated that the programme should result {a renovating 
the narrow outlook of the villagers towards their life The stagnant villagers 
had to be transformed into the change prone individuals, having a constand 
motivation for change for the better The Indian villagers had been motv\aied 
to substigation tends to show that they had moti\ation adequate for their sub 
sistence but not enough for initiating an upward cycle of expectancies Egoi 
Stic and altruistic motivation were at a considerable low level as a result of 
which the villagers were unable to specifically visualise and communicate their 
expectations about happy future. Therefore it seems desirable that just 
presenting certain incentives m the from of high yielding verieb^ of crops 
manures etc was enough for the improvement of the people, but it was neces- 
sary fust to generate a desire or craving among the villagers for them furthe- 
rance and betterment The Urgency of desire or the motivational aspect of the 
problem did not seem to have been suffiaeutly emphasised by the programme 

Statemenis are made by person deeply interested m the development 
of the masses that the villager of their society are stagnant not only socially and 
cally but psychologicany as well Social change is a function of the 
pn of anti-change and pro-change m the society The CDP 
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attempted to transform the personality structure of the villagers from toe tradi- 
tional to modern Certainly the progi amrtie was found to have contributed 
towards breaking the old stagnation created by the overwhelming majority of 
tranditional styled persons in the village society It has succeeded to a large 
extent in setting the ball robing and has not only helped in creating the modern 
styled persons but also in creating a greater class of high transitionals which 
was just on the threshold of advancement 

In the field of the development of community mindedness the progra 
mme apppeared to have made a long and significant headway A sigmfican 
tly large section of the village ociety appeared to have become aware of the 
existence rf the programme As regards the awarness of objectives it can be 
said that the higher objectives were known to a very small section of the 
sample Most of them appeared to have misunderstood the means (the mate 
nal aid given to the villagers ) for the ends of the programme About the 
awarraiess of co villagers’ problems it can be concluded that there was growing 
indifference about the difficulties of others Financial problem was mostly 
reported by those who showed awareness about the co villagers problems 
Similarly most of the respondents were found to be incapable of solving their 
problems National problems appealed the villagers more than the co villa- 
gers problems and yet it does not necessarily entail that the villagers could 
see the relationship between me nation and themselves The circumstancial 
evidence however points to the fact the aggressions by the neighbouring coun 
tries on the Indian frontiers and the two consecutive droughts had succeeded 
jh ereatmg a stir in almost every nook and corner of the nation and villagers 
too were no exception to this Naturally they showed greater awarede^ of 
these two problems only It can be concluded therefore, that the temporal 
proximity and the feebng of impersonal involvement made the village commu 
nity more community minded with respect to the national problems than with 
respect to the problems of co-villagers 

The task of children’s education taken up by the Government received 
a warm wdeome The fact that except a few persons ali lost ail villagers 
recognised the utility of educating children, was testified by the receding ten 
dency tb retain their children at home for no exjMress purpose The adult 
education with its literacy campaign did not seem to have appealed the villagers 
widely The villagers did not seem to appreciate the utility of the hteiacy 
campaign because the literacy that was being introduced could not be preci 
seiytermed to be the functional literacy which could help them in their day- 
to-day adjustment This tendency seemd to have been manoeuvred by the 
dogmatic feeling that their’s was mainly an agricultural conu^nirnty for the 
efficent functioning of which the utility of education was ahnost negligible 
The education for women, however was not met with as much resistance as 
waus the education for men This bearing of the balance in favour of women’s 
education was not for their own sake but for the sake of educating children 

The villagexSi m general did not seem to contmited with the present 
frame WMk of education and yet concrete for it* xenoVation seemed 
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to be lacking because the alternatives to the existing set up of «ducabon 
probably were not available to them Their le\el of aspiration, m most cases, 
about their children's education was found to have been conditioned by their 
own educaftonal achievement on the one hand and by the highest level of 
©ducatoQ that was being imparted either villages or m the vdlaget, around on 
the other Awareness about high education at facilities was found to be \ ery dim 

In the field of helping the viUagers help themselves there was very 
little achievement The attitude of self-reliance could not take deep roots 
among the villagers An inrreaarig lendency to depend upon sonie external 
agency was found to be more predominent m the naximally experimented upon 
group tlian the imnimalb experimented upon group This was something un 
warranted and undesirable too as what the Geccroment wantu-d was the 
villageis take over the responsibility of iheir development 

The villagers appeared to be highly purturbed by the corruption that 
was being practiced by the Government servants as if it was a written rule, 
so they reports that no work should be done unless they received something 
in return from the villagers, as a consequence of which there was a growing 
tendency of losing faith in tho Government In addition, it was observed 
that the Government servants seemed to take their 30b as something thrust 
on them In fact what was needed was an inner urge to be of use and service 
to the betterment of the rural community and dedicatien to service, which 
seemed to be Umentably absent 

Social attitude did not appear to have been influenced much by 
the CDP This was probably because the social attitudes, art very difficult to 
break through as they are usually the firm convictions based on the tradi 
boaal context The villagers still continued to stick to the traditional attitude 
towards women that thev are basically inferior to men, and consequently they 
seeaned reluctant to grant equably of status to women 

Ood, unseen and Providence no longer continued to dominate the 
ways of thinking of the villagers Epidemics and droughts, Similarly were 
not considered to be God sent misenes Fatalistic attitude towards health 
and medicinal problems appeared to have receded in the background and yet 
they were unable to forsake the traditional ways of behaviour due to theur 
finanGial limitations 

The villagers appeared to be totally unconcerned with the babrts of 
cleanliness, personal as well as that of the village at large Maintaining the 
cleanliness of the village was reported to be the duty of the Government by 
a significantly greater number of respondents in Porandhar than m Mulshi 
TWs increasing tendency of regarding village cleatilmess as a duty of some 
external agency apparently was not intended by the CDP 

The caste tensions did not appear to have eased at aiL On the 
contrary/ there were mdicaaoos of intensification of such dtscmnmations, 

particularly towards the scheduled caste t?ho wex^ a httle alpmd 
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tiie Marjithas Efforts are being made by the Government to reduce the social 
distance and feeling of di^armony onginat ng from it, but u can be said that 
liie methods followed w«*e perhaps inadequate Though forcing the ua 
touchables to eater die temples and take water from common wells were some 
of the means employed to ease the conflict, yet m fact they resulted in 
ittteosifyMig it The Maratha predominance which ushered in to replace 
Brahmin predominance failed to minimise the down troddenness of the 
untouchables As caste discdmmation is based on prejudices and rahonaUza 
tions, the solution seems to be re education and reonentation and not compulsion 
and chastisement Otherwise the caste cUscriimnation is likely to be substituted 
by more intensive conflicts which the Government may find difficult to 
eradicate The consaderahon of the possibility of re educating the villagers 
for gradual weakening and ultimate removal of caste barriers through action 
research piovidiag the opportunities for co operative b^aviour and sympathetic 
understandiag is essential 

The importance of the family planning dnve failed to laftlterate the 
nuods of the villagers m spite of the hectic efforts of the Government for its 
spread On the contrary, uncalculated consequences led to misunderstanding 
among the villagers Taking into conadmtion the alarming problem of over 
population, no one can deny the utility and necessity of family planning as 
well as the top priority given to the reduction of birth rate But this cannot 
be the only solution About the faimly planning drive in India, one tends to 
feel that it is being popularised in the vdlag« by the half baked wmkers who 
themsdlvee do not know much about family planning In ordtx to bring 
home to the people the process of germination and their responsibility what 
could be envisaged and recommended is personal persuasion in place of public 
lecturing and sermonising The value of such measures employed as presenta 
(non of Superfluous incentives and endeavour to link the mam problem with 
Such subSKhary problems as food and health seems to be very htde. 

The age old methods of cultural education, such as Bhajan, Etrtan 
etc did not seem to have reduced m agaificance for the villagers Th«xe was 
very httle appreciation of ballads like Powada, Lawam, etc 

The downward system of communication was being mfiuenced by fee 
CDP The word-of*m<mth communication was being substituted ny the media 
systeco. (nesrapaper and radio) The change was definitely faking place m 
the expected direction, but it was too slow la the swift change from word- 
of moufe to media system of communication among the villagers illiteracy was 
fee fust handicap and second and most anpMtant was fee lack <rf moiivatioii 
and apathy towards fee world around ^ 

Surpnamgly enough, m most of fee village, fee better fdaced persons 
seemed to have made mascumim use of fee GDP fean fee least favoured who 
w«re actually expected to be benefited The dejareased castes made a 
si^ofeeant improvement which war dttirabla, roveismg the oaginal iucrarchy, 
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but the ufidearabie outcome was that the seau backward aaci backward csste 
appeared to have beea jgaored 

Perhaps the discussion could be brouj^t to a fitting coficlusoa by at 
apt Quotatioa from the Chapter ‘Vision of India’ in Eichard Waverly Biston** 
“Democracy speaks Many Tongues Community Devdlt^mem Around the 
World ” as follows 

“Many technical advisors have r^ommendi^ that stiU greater 
emphasis be placed upon technical knowledge, paittcalarly in th© field of 
agriculture. Certainly there can be no Qu«tioa of the urgency to increase the 
production of Indian agnculture or of the need for competent technical aanstaftce 
m the standard specialities, but tins advice ignores the feet that mcr«M»d 
agncultura! production, as well as other econoonc goals will be awsr© likely 
achieved by Indian villagers within the framework of true Ccunmunity Deve- 
lopment than will be possible outside that framework 

Kie critical weakness of the Community Development Programme m 
India IS that in actual practice it is m many respects not really Community 
Development Some of the critical elements m Community Develigiment that 
are most lacking m the Indian program are those intangible qualities whK^h 
are needed to gather the people of the viUhge^ lift thmr sights to the future, 
infuse into them a sense of initiative, determination and mdcpendencc^ and 
set them moving intelligently and confidently with whatever tecluucal and 
matenal aid may be needed toward the budding of a greater and more 
priKsieiious future Technical and matmal aids are merely the tools by which 
India’s villagers will build the future, once they have the splnt to use them.^ 
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